All eyes on promotion for Tim Flowers'
Solihull Moors

TIM FLOWERS' merry Moors continue their charge on the National League summit
approaching a single-digit number of games left in the season.

Solihull fans would have pinched themselves had they been told of their current
fortunes this time last season, when Moors were in the midst of completing the
‘Great Escape’ - which has since been commemorated by the club with a signed
placard inside the clubhouse bar.

But the former goalkeeper, who was a key member in Blackburn Rovers’ 1994/95
Premier League winning season, is on the verge of completing another remarkable
feat in his first full stint as manager.

Having been number two to Mark Yates in the dugout at the Automated Technology
Group Stadium last year, he has made the almost seamless transition to manager
this season to wreak havoc on the National League with the once-viewed underdogs.

It is an achievement to date that has been so remarkable, that club sponsors
Sportnation.bet had Moors at 200/1 for promotion at the start of the campaign, the
odds since plummeting to just 6/5 to complete the unthinkable.

Flowers admits implementing a mentality change since his promotion to manager in
the summer has been a gradual process, one that has been in part to improving the
quality of his squad - a key facet in upping the ambition levels at the Moors.
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“I think a mentality change comes with bringing in better players.

“We went with experience, more than youth - bearing in mind that the average age
of the squad is 24 - which isn't that old.

“But we've gone for a spine and one or two others that have been course and
distance in this division.”

Solihull have brought in a number of names over the course of the season, including
the signings of Nathan Blissett and Lee Vaughan mid-way through the season.

The 52-year old believes the additions made this season, complementing the players
already present at the club, can be attributed to creating the shared winning
mentality and belief that now exists within the squad.

“You look at Danny Wright up top - promoted out of this league, Nathan Blissett -
waon it with Macclesfield, Lee Vaughan with Tranmere, Kyle Storer with Cheltenham -
so we've got a smattering of players who have been promoted out of this division.

“Elsewhere we've got experience, Darren Carter, Jermaine Hylton, Adi Yussuf and
Jamie Reckord have been in the Football League, and they supplement the likes of
(Alex) Gudger who's been outstanding this season - coming from National League
North but has really took to this level.”

“(Liam) Daly has been around this level for a long time, (Ryan) Boot played half-a-
season last season for Port Vale - in the first-half of the season he played all the
games in the Football League.”

His side has been branded for adopting a more physical style of play at times, which
although being paramount to attaining results on the pitch, has earned them
criticism off the pitch by some.

But Flowers dispelled any negativity surrounding Moors' approach, pointing to the
majority of teams who play in a similar fashion - to varying degrees of success.

"We're a powerful, physical side who can mix our styles up.

“A lot of people make a lot about getting to the ball up to the likes of Wright, Blissett,
or Stenson, but so does everybody else in this league.

“Watch any team you want in this league, there’s a couple of teams in this league
who play, but not many. Don't try and kid on that you're a footballing team when
you're not.”

He spoke in depth about his side's tactics, and explained the threat that Moors pose
in varying situations.

"Our DNA and the way we want to play, is to get the ball up towards the final third
and play there.

“In my opinion, we've got the best footballer in the league in Osborne playing at the
point of a three in midfield.

“So when our striker gets hold of the ball and secures it, we've got the likes of him
and Hylton, who can offer that width and pace, (Terry) Hawkridge can play out there,
Blissett plays narrower using his presence up top - and we've got very attacking full-
backs who play outside.

“So once we're there (in the final third), we have licence to start playing our stuff,
getting it out wide and in area's that the stats tell you that you score from.

“So if it scalps off their (a defender’s) head and they clear it, then we've got throws,
free-kicks and corners where we're hurting people, and we've got big lads who, if
they make the right runs, are getting the modicum of success.

“It's not rocket science, but it's what most teams in our league are trying to do.”

Flowers, who is enjoying a first full-season in management after a brief spell at
Stafford Rangers in 2010/11, followed by caretaker manager stints at Northampton
Town and coaching roles elsewhere, admitted achieving survival for the season was
a turning point in the ambitions of the club.

“So once we're there (in the final third), we have licence to start playing our stuff,
getting it out wide and in area’s that the stats tell you that you score from.

“So if it scalps off their (a defender's) head and they clear it, then we've got throws,
free-kicks and corners where we're hurting people, and we've got big lads who, if
they make the right runs, are getting the modicum of success.

“It's not rocket science, but it's what most teams in our league are trying to do.”

Flowers, who is enjoying a first full-season in management after a brief spell at
Stafford Rangers in 2010/11, followed by caretaker manager stints at Northampton
Town and coaching roles elsewhere, admitted achieving survival for the season was
a turning point in the ambitions of the club.

“Getting to 50, 52 points, you're safe. We all looked at that and thought right ok, it's
pointless dying wondering - we might as well have a go for it now because we're not
getting relegated.

“Before a ball is kicked, we stay in this league and make sure we're National League
this season.

“Just after Christmas, we're safe so what's next - can we get in the play-offs?
“So that's the aim, our aim has gone from 14th or 15th to top seven.
“Is it realistic? I'll tell you in 11 games.”

SportNation.bet are proud to support Solihull Moors. For a no deposit £10 bet
on the Cheltenham Festival click HERE. 18+ terms apply, gamble aware.
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IM Flowers labelled
Solihull Moors'
drubbing of
Maidstone as the “per-
fect way to bounce back”
from FA Trophy heart-
break, after a first-half
Jermaine Hylton hat-trick
set his side on the way to
victory, while further
damaging the visitors'
survival hopes.

Darren Carter’'s first
half free-kick and a goal
from substitute Adi Yussuf
to cap off the victory in
stoppage time, was a just
reward for Moors’ efforts.

“It was an emphatic win
and an excellent perfor-
mance,” said Flowers.

“It was a classic game in
Solihull Moors’ DNA today

in your face with balls in
behind and balls forward,
sending the ball into the big
men and making it stick.

“We brought full-backs
and midfielders

in lay and g
MA‘I'CI'I STATS g}éﬂr? of balls into
SOLINULL M V MAIDSTONE  the

box, we won
countless set-plays
converted

“That's what

. @".E@_ . we've been about
OFFSIDE 1 since I've been in
aunenen @ this building, and
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YELLOW CARDS 1 steadily at it

0 today”
Flowers was
impressed by the
quality of the finishing
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By Ben Tyler

of his team, and thought
his side could have had
more. We could've had two
before we scored. We just
looked potent, as if we were
always going to carve
chances out, but we were
ruthless.

“It's not an easy thing to
do going 40 up against any
opponent at half-time, we
put them to the sword and
we must make sure that we
replicate that Kind of inten-
sity and ferocity until the
end of the season.”

Solihull had striker
Danny Wright back in the
starting 11 for the first time
since a three-game suspen-
sion, and he was denied a
goal on his return inside
the opening couple of
minutes.

A double save from Dion-
Curtis Henry from Wright
and then Carter's efforts at
goal were a signal of what
was to come, as Moors dom-
inated the proceedings
with their determination to
challenge for every ball and
their physicality in the
final third.

The first goal arrived on
ten minutes when George
Carline’s long throw was
headed on into the path of
Hylton, shifting the ball
onto his left foot before
rolling the ball past the
keeper:

Carter left Henry
motionless four minutes
later, after he swept his

R

NLP'S VERDICT

A DEVASTATING performance from Solihull w

as symptomatic of the majority of their perfor-
mances that have seen them excel this season.
Maidstone dug in but had no answer - there's no
doubling the confidence Moors will Lake from this

free-kick beyond him and
sent the ball into the
bottom-left corner.

The third arrived just
before the half-hour mark
when Carline’s long-throw
was again headed into
Hylton's path, who flicked
a header home, sealing his
hat-trick with a 33rd
minute penalty after send-
ing the keeper the wrong
way.

The relenting Wright
continued to battle late on,
and his efforts reaped a
final goal of the night,
when Yussuf met his
centre.

Maidstone United head
coach Hakan Hayrettin
said: “Every player is going
to be important for our run-

in.

“We just didn’t deal with
what they threw at us, even
though we prepared for it.”
STAR MAN: Jermaire Hyllan (Solihull)
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ASTERN COUNTIES
UNBEATEN Stowmarket Town
maintained top spot following their
3-0 win at high-fliers Norwich United.

Josh Mayhew’s strike 17 minutes
from time broke the deadlock, before
Matt Blake and Joe Jefford wrapped up
the points with late goals.

Woodbridge Town romped to a 7-1
win at Gorleston, with Jake Rudge
hitting a brace.

George Bowman, Luke Mallett, top
scorer Mark Ray, Kelsey Trotter and
Nathan Read also found the net, before
Connor Ingram’s late consolation.

Newmarket Town move up to
eighth following their 4-0 humbling of
Hadleigh United.

Joe Robinson’s early strike set the
hosts on the road to victory, allowing
Jack Whiting, Jordan Foster and James
Seymour to complete the scoring in the
second-half.

Goals from Ross Munro, Austen
Diaper and a Jack Chandler penalty
sealed a straightforward three points
for Godmanchester Rovers against
Kirkley & Pakefield.

Wroxham slipped to a 1-0 defeat
at lowly Long Melford, with Jamie
Griffith's volley outside the box the only
goal.

Josh Stevens’ hat-trick set Whitton
United on the way to a 5-1 drubbing
of Thetford Town, while Mildenhall
Town were 3-0 victors over Ely Town
in Friday night’s fixture.

Brantham Athletic and Stanway
Rovers both claimed 2-0 victories,
while FC Clacton narrowly edged
Walham Le Willows 2-1.

BEN TYLER
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LE Storer provided the
climical touch and contin-
his fine nn of scoring

form to down lowly Stratford
Town and bolster Nuneaton

Borough's hopes.

Fresh from a two-geal salve at
Alvechurch last weekend, where
he whipped in two stunning firee-
kick strikes in the space of six
minutes, the returning Boro hero
was again on hand to put away a
superb diving header to decide a
cagey affalr at Liberty Way
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By Ben Tyler

While the game opened in the
manner that was expected pre

kick- off, with Nuneaten dam inat-

ing the ball on home tef, it was
the travelling Bards who had the
most chances of note throughout
the early stages of the encounter.

Just two minutes in, goalkeeper
Tony Breeden w wquired to
Keep out Jamie Molyneux's drive
with a low stop, while Callum
Ebanks dragged wide of the mark
after pinching possession and

L
-

embarking on ¢ promiBing solo
run. Then, on the half-hour mark,
Town's golden opportunity came
and went, thanis to some last
ditch defending o deny Andre
Wiright.

A fine ball around the corner
into the penalty area to pick out
Ebanks resulted in the forward
unselfishly squaring for his team
mate, but, despite belng a matter
of yards out, th> ball was some-
how kept out by acluster of home
defenders on the goal Line,

Wright again had the goal at his
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merey after 42 minutes, deifting
inside the left of the penalty area
but this time could not hit the
target when pulling a matter of
inches wideof Breeden's far post,

Tt was 1o prove a costly miss, as
right on the stroke of hall time,
Charlie Dowd's sumptuous deliv
ery to the far post put the ball on
a plate for Storer to take his Bor
ough aceount to three poals witha
swooping header:

Though the first hall prom-
ised much of the same after the
interval, the second 45 minutes
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WISE HEAD:

Kyle Storer puts in

the winner for the

Nuneaoton ot the end

of the first half
PICTURE - Mo Dovenpod

proved a dour affair Storer had
Nuneaton's only attempt of the
half with an arching free-kick

that tavelled narrowly over
the bay while Wright could

not punish Breeden for some
erratic poalkeeping outside his
penalty area in the dying stages.

The win takes Nuneaton to
third in the table Meanwhile,
Stratford  Town continue to
plunge firther into the relegation
zone with their 15th defeat.

STAR MAN: Kyie Storar {NLnsalon)
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Reds down Town
o restore order

REDDITCH United returned to
winning ways and put behind them
their Rushall Olympic horror show
to rise to eighth, after Jack Byrne
and Murphy Culkin goals downed St
Ives Town.

Knowing they could slip below
their opponents with a defeat, the
Reds were well aware a strong re-
sponse was needed after last week-
end’s disappointment and deserved-
ly took a 14th-minute lead through
skipper Byme's imposing header
from a Reece Flanagan corner.

Tom Hewlett found himself
unlucky not to double the advantage
after poking goalwards in the midst
of a goalmouth scramble, but could
not get the better of James Dadge
in the Saints goal.

The Reds forward again made
himself a nuisance and stole in on a
loose back pass to find himself one-
on-one with the visiting custodian,

REDDITCH UNITED 2
STIVESTOWND
By Ben Tyler

but lacked the clinical touch needed
with the ball trickling wide of the
mark.

And despite Hewlett finding
himself denied once more, Culkin
put away a second to put United in
control of the encounter.

Again coming from a set-piece
opportunity, Kornell McDonald's
whipped cross to the far post was
nodded in by the full-back after 34
minutes. Second-half opportunities
falling to Ryan Wollacott and Danny
King then failed to hit the net from
promising positions.

STAR MAN: Tom Hewlett (Redditch United)
ENTERTAINMENT: s
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By Ben Tyler

HOWSTOPPING play-
er-manager Craig
Gregg says the sky is
the limit for his AFC Wul-
frunians side, after secur-
ing their passage to the
next round of the competi-
tion - having played a key
role on the pitch himself.
It was the Wulfs legend
who got the ball rolling in the
contest after a dour hour of
football. slipping a sumptu-
ous strike into the top-right

RUGBY TOWN 1
AFC WULFS 2

Grogg 60, Bigh 9043

corner of the net to givwe
the visitors a priceless lead
against the run of play

And while a late equaliser
was to be provided by play-
erassistant manager Justin
Marsden, after coming on as
a first-hall substitute from

. A LN s -

the opposite dugout, it was
to be AFC's day when anoth
er super sub - Ryan Bright -
nodded in the deciding goal at
the death.

Sealing a place in the thind
round, and with just another
win separating Wulfrunians

from equalling their best-ever
run in the FA Vase, the veter-
an winger is daring to dream
of further progress to come,
“You've got to look to the
next game [in the competi-
tion now).” said Grege. “This
was a tough game today and
theyv've only lost one game in
the league this season.
“We've got to take confi-
dence from this and going for-
ward. whoever we come up
against, we've got 1o believe
we can beat them and get as
far as we want to get.”
Despite Valley's promising

ESr—lls | WSS TTTTEER SaN

start, it was the travelling
Wulfs who found themselves
at the forefront of the most
positive play through live-
wire Kai Adams.

The game  suddenly
sparked into life on the hour
mark when Gregg caught
goalkeeper Matt Hill off
guard with a sweet strike.

Luke English should have
levelled moments later when
cracking the woodwork, so
the winger was no douht left
relieved when Marsden came
to the rescue with just three
minutes remaining to poke

LEADER: AFC Wultrunl-
ans celebrate with thelr
player-manager Craig
Bregg atter he fired
them In front, inset,

. With a long-range shot

PICTURE: Galpy Eelinns

home from close range.

The end result could have
been so much sweeter for
Town, had Wulfs shot-stopper
Jake James not been equal
to an audacious bicycle kick
from all-time top scorer David
Kolodynski in a frantie end.

It chould have been no sur-
prise then when more drama
ensued, Bright heading into
an empty net after Hill had
tipped Jay Holderoft's effort
into his path in the third min-
ute of stoppage time.

STAR MAN: Ko A0ams (3¢ Watuners) [

ENTERTAINMENT: # # #

e . VER.

oA

— LATE SHOW

BARDS PEN
A THRILLER

A DRAMATIC point was
snatched by Stratford
Town, thanks to Josh
Hawker’s 95th-minute lev-
eller for the jubilant Bards.
The scenes witnessed
at full-time were a far cry
from the game’s prema-
ture stages, however, when
Anthony Dwyer flicked a
header into the far corner
of Liam O’'Brien’s net to
subdue the home support
after only two minutes.
Livewire Luther Mu-
nakandafa promptly laid
up his second assist of the
afternoon 12 minutes later,
putting the ball on a plate
for Basford skipper Gregg

STRATFORD TOWN 2
BASFORD UNITED 2
By Ben Tyler

Smith to double the lead.

Dominant Town finally
found some salvation in
the 85th minute courtesy
of James O'Neill’s thump-
ing drive.

And the fightback was
complete with the last kick,
when Hawker placed the
into the bottom-left corner.

STAR MAN: Luther Munackondata (B ford)
ENTERTAINMENT: # % # %

BYFIELD IS OUT
DESPITE DRAW

REDDITCH rescued a point
having trailed by two with
eight minutes to go - but it was
not enough to save manager
Darren Byfield from the sack
(see page 9).

The Saints made a dream
start on three minutes when
Lewis Irwin’s ball was latched
onto by debutant Stefan Broc-
coli, a former Arsenal and
Newcastle United trainee, who
rolled it into the bottom corner
past the advancing Ethan Ross.

St Neots doubled their lead
on 17 minutes when Johnny
Herd's corner was flicked in at
Ross’s near post by Tom Wood,
as poor Reds defending made it
the easiest of headers for him.

The only Redditch chance of
note in the first half came
through Ashley Sammons,
who curled an effort towards

REDDITCH UNITED 2
ST NEQTS TOWN 2
By Ben Tyler

the bottom right hand corner
only to see it palmed away by
Saints stopper Mike Emery.

With time ticking down, it
was the impact of substitutes
Spencer Weir-Daley and
Bradley Maslen-Jones that
made the difference.

Weir-Daley’s squared ball to
Sammons saw the playmaker
slot into the bottom left corner
toset up a grandstand finish.

A final throw of the dice saw
astoppage time corner headed
against the bar by Maslen-
Jones, but Weir-Daley was on
hand to snatch a point.

STAR MAN: Stefon Brocooli (St Neots Tn)
ENTERTAINMENT; # %« »
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FIVE-STAR
MOORS PUT
RAVENS TO
THE SWORD

TWO-GOAL hero Danny
Wright hailed the charac-
ter and individual

performances of his team-

mates as super Solihull
Moors put on a five-star
show to bury Bromley.

On aday when Tim
Flowers' men went goal
crazy, defender Alex
Gudger netted with a tow-
ering header from Darren
Carter’s corner, the set-

piece specialist then lashed

home a 25-yarder and
fellow
Osborne would add to
Wright's brace with a fine
finish, thus capping a

midfielder Jamey

By Ben Tyler

the back of the netviaa
deflection off a defender
onto the knee of Wright.

Wright was not coy to
mention his final touch on
the ball and admitted:
“Everyone had a lot of
positives to take personally
from today's game, includ-
ing myself with two - even
if Jermaine deserved that
goal today! But I've had to
claim it after it came ofl
my knee.”

Solihull chances contin-
ued to arrive in abundance
without any sign of resur-

memorable afternoon. gence by Bromley, and they
“Today's result was could count themselves
massive fol- lucky when
lowing on survivinga
from the Mn‘c“ STA“ m1]|mOUI]L
Dover win SOLIHULL V BROMLEY  melee, wit
after two Solihull hit-
defeats - 9 SHOTS ON TARGET 2 ting the post;
which we 12 SHOTS OFF TARGET 7  but W!iuzht'ts
should've second-goal
got more 4 CORNERS 2 before half-
{mm.];' : 0 OFFSIDE 2 ltl)n:;] from
Nright said. shorne’s
“We had 7 FOULS CONCEDED 6 cut-back was
to show 3 YELLOWCARDS 2 Ia;lmther fatal
character ow.
last week 1 RED CARDS 0 The rout
and back it 'd;'ms? M\'-‘lﬂm, s w]as (‘C(tinl-%
upthisweek 7 (Carne T8 B Lo | plete
with a good c,,‘;“;&.ﬁ:::'&‘m s minutes
perfor- Wrignt 8. Hyon 8 (sl 0.6 from time
mance. We e st Gegn &, | When
wentanddid  iggs 5 wmbm__w gﬂlbo;";le
thatand laid 5 Johson®. 18 (Lusgwe 50, n
downa 7. Holendt 8, Bamer 0 goalscorer
markernow 6 Oged-Uzokwa 5 Subs not used. | after a sub-
for our Tl aReRe lime touch
Season, pasta
“We've been a solid defender allowed him to

team all season but to get

five shows it's a great game

for us and it breeds confi-
nee,”

bury the ball in the bottom
corner: But there was to be
late drama when Kwame

Thomas received a second

Anemphatic first 20
minutes saw Moors race
into a 3.0 lead, with

Gudger’s thumping header

from Carter’s pin-point

corner setting the tone in

only the second minute,
Carter then turned

scorer with a stunning left-

footed effort from range
that flew past the out-

stretched arms of Bromley

keeper David Gregory.
And when Jermaine

Hylton cut inside after get-

ting the better of full-back
Jordan Higgs, he fired the
ball goalwards and found

yellow for a perceived dive
by referee Declan Bourne.

Bromley manager Neil
Smith moaned: “We knew
Solihull were up there so it
was always going to be
about keeping them quiet,
but conceding so early puts
you on the back foot.

“The first 45 minutes
was inept and not a perfor-
mance we want to be
putting out.”

STAR MAN: Alex Gudger
(Sofihuil)
ATT: 648
ENTERTAINMENT: »# % # »
REFEREE: Declan Boume 5/10
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Town.

Danny Wright's 50th-minute
strike was enough to give
Moors a third win from three,
maintaining their perfect start
to the season and presenting a
complete contrast to the club’s
fortunes at the start of last
SEAson,

“I thought we worked really

hard against a very good side f

who have made the play-offs the
last few seasons and have an
outstanding manager who's
managed at a higher level

“But on the flipside [ thought
my lads were outstanding
from start to finish,” admit-
md Flowers.

great job
at Lp-ﬂ back, and George Car-
line - a striker, doing a job at
right-back against two quic)
quality widemen; so it was
always going to be tough.

“But at half-time I said ta
them it looks like being &
one-goal game, let's o
sure it'sus.”

An even first hall saw
Aldershot go closest through
Jacob  Berkeley- ng's
effort that eracked of
Ryan Boot's right-hand post,
whilst Adi Yussuf saw an
opportunity  inside  the
opposition penalty area deflect
wide before the break as nei-
ther side could craft a golden
opening to break the deadlock.

But five minutes after the
restart, a Moars lod
by the ever dangerous Yussuf'
found its way to Jermaine
Hylton on the left-side of the
penalty arca and he saw his
effort palmed away by Will
Mannion.

The ball fell into the path of

Wright who fired high into the
ool of t

net.
“Danny has been prolific fora
e at this level and he

Thappen, hohapp) Moors boss
added.

“He was on it like a flash and
he's ol the mark for us.

“He's a guy that the rest of
the strikers can look uptoand 1
think if Danny has a big
season, then the football club
will have a good one.

“1 think other than a few

managers in the league, most of
us are thinking ‘get us to 50
points’, which won't be easy
But long may that continue,” he
added,

‘The visitors were very much
second best until the closing
exchanges and they were left to
rue a golden opportunity when
Scott Rendell controlled a
drilled ball into the box and
fired horribly wide from close

range.

A deflated Shots manager
Gary Waddock said: “We're dis-
appointed with the start to the
SeAson.

“We came up against a team
who have started the season

well and have momentum
behind them but we've not
been able to win a game in our
first throe.

“We had two very good
chances and we falled to take
them. But we've had three
games now and we've failed to
score, so that's always going to
be concerning.

“We showed fight, we're
three games in but we'll be
fighting to get ourselves off
the bottom by continuing to
work hard.”

STAR MAM: Jormesy Dsborme (Schiul)
ATT: 807

ENTERTAINMENT. %=
REFEREE: Decion Bourre 610
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CHRIS WREH bagged a debut goal
as Rushall eased their way to victo-
ry at the Trico Stadium.

Three first-half goals proved
enough for the promotion-chasing
visitors but the winning margin
would have been more had it not
been for a brilliant display from
Redditch keeper Kieran Boucher.

He pulled off a string of excel-
lent saves, the first coming within
the opening few minutes when he
somehow managed to keep out
Danny Waldron's early header that
looked destined for the top corner.

Undeterred, the Pics continued to
press and opened the scoring on six
minutes when Alex Moore’s comer
found Mitchell Clarke in the centre
and his header ended up in the back
of the net via the underside of the
bar.

Moore provided the ammunition
for Rushall's second on 13 minutes,

Boucher stars but

prevail

REDDITCH UNITED D
RUSHALL OLYMPIC 3
By Ben Tyler

another corner which was headed in
by Waldron.

Daniel O'Callaghan went close
to making it 3-0 before Wreh duly
obliged with a fierce low shot that
gave the over-worked United keeper
no chance,

The Reds tried to find a way back
into the game in the second half but
were again indebted to Boucher on
70 minutes when he managed to
keep out a low shot from Waldron.

The same player was denied by
the woodwork and then, with ten
minutes left, Boucher pulled off
another fine point-blank save.

STAR MAN: Kiaron Boucher (Redditch)
ENTERTAINMENT: % %



Last pair hold
on to frustrate
K&D charge

CRICKET: A WINNING

draw against Moscley gave

Knowle & Dorridge 13 valu-

able points in Birmingham

& District Premier Division
.

Ly Ben Tyler
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Dodd on a hlgh after big
effort from Gate strikers

by Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: RUSSELL Dodd hailed
the aerial prowess of Aaron Brown
and Isaac Jagroop in Highgate
United’s frontline in a 4-1 thrashing
of Gresley.

The Gate moved back into tenth in the
Midland League Premier Division table on
Saturday after Brown’s brace and one goal
apiece for Stuart Hendrie and Jagroop,
sealed an 11th win of the campaign.

It halted a four-match losing run, leaving
Dodd deluighted with the battling efforts of
his team at The Coppice.

“Selection headaches are becoming the
norm now, but 1 thought having the height
of Aaron up-front alongside another big
man in Isaac would give us a big advan-
tage,” he said.

“It seemed to work with both players on
the scoresheet. It wasn’t a classic by any
means, the windy conditions didn’t help.

W For all of the midweek reports,
head to www.solihullobserver.co.uk/
sport for a full round-up.

“But all credit to the whole team [
working hard to grind out a win agai
what were at times stubborn |||)]JU'-|| ion.”

Despite the final result, an opening goal
seemed hard to come by after very few
chances of note throughout the opening
half.

A rare clear-cut opportunity, prompted
by a mistake from Gresley goalkeeper
Ewan Mountjoy, gave Conor Wright a shot
at a gaping net, only to crash the ball
against the post and out.

Highgate should have broken the dead-
lock when Jagroop went clean through on
goal in the 35th minute, teeing the ball
up for Hendrie who saw his goalbound
effort kept out by the outstretched leg of
Mountjoy.

But two goals in as many minutes put
the hn--l-- in firm control of proceedings.

First, Hendrie opened the scoring on

40 minutes with a simple finish after good
work between Trevor Edwards and Jagroop
before the latter providing the second from
close range two minutes later.

While Gresley were largely bystanders
throughout the game, they halved the defi-
cit when Louis Briscoe fired home a 58th-
minute penalty after a foul by goalkeeper
Ryan Conlon.

But it was a short-lived boost for the
lowly visitors, who instead fell further
behind through Brown’s penalty three min-
utes later.

Brown then made it 4-1, converting
from Sam Qji's header seven minutes from
lime.

Dodd's men were set to face Racing
Club Warwick on Tuesday night, in a game
switched to Highgate, prior to Saturday's
home test against Stourport Swifts (& i}:mJ

W [T WAS the Dan Carter Show in Division
One as Studley hit seven past Chelmsley
Town last Friday night.

Carter's four-goal display, plus strikes
from Jordan Jones (2) and Harvey Smith,
put the third-placed Bees in seven heav

en in the encounter played at Redditch
United's Trico Stadium.

The result leaves Chelmsley placed
precariously just above the Division One
drop zone in 18th, three points ahead of
Nuneaton Griff.

Tuesday night's planned game at Ashby
Ivanhoe was postponed but the ¢ !1.1[10:11..(.‘
do not get any easier for Steve Solomon's
charges, who host high-flying Uttoxeter
Town on Saturday (3pm).

W HAMPTON were eliminated from the
Fazeley Charity Cup after a shock 2-0
defeat to Shenstone Pathfinders at Field
Lane.

The Staffordshire County Senior League
visitors advanced to the se inals of the
competition after Matty Morris’ double.

Defeat means 1 1th-placed Hampton are
now left to consolidate their league stalus
for the remainder of the season.

They were due to face a Wednesday
derby duel away to Earlswood Town, which
is followed by Saturday’s home game with
fellow struggle Barnt Green Spartak
(3pm).

E" SOLIHULL MOORS 0
HARTLEPOOL UNITED 1

It was the midfielder’s strike
on 58 minutes that proved the dif-
ference for the North East side in
a tight game that extended
Hartlepool's unbeaten run to
SEVEN ZAmes.

“He's one of those players that
always wants the ball and will
always put his foot in, a good
leader and a perfect captain in
Andrew Davies’ absence. He can
bea very important plaver for us”
said Bates.

“He offers not
Just poals, but
creativity, work
rate and set-
piece-taking as
well, we're lucky
1o have Liam - 1
have nodoubt he
could goon toget
15 goals this
season.”

Anopening 20
minutes that saw
Solihull lose star
striker Adi
Yussuf to injury
early on was fur-
ther damaged by
a straight red
card for Kyle
Storer, when
going in with two
feet for a 5050
challenge - a deci-
sion that proved
the only notable
action inan other-
wise bland first
half,

“It's hard to play
against ten men
sometimes; they
sat in with two
banks of four and
for all the posses-
sion we had in the
first half, [ don’t think we were as
quick or intense with the ball,”
Bates added, "But after makinga
few changes at half-time, we
thankfully managed to work
something out.”

Pools intentions after the
interval were clear, going close
through Nicky Featherstone's
curled effort, moments before
Noble's showstopper from the
edge of the area left Ryan Boot
rooted to the spot and sending
the travelling Hartlepool faith-
ful delirious.

Solihull continued to battle
away, and looked like issuing
an immediate response to
falling behind when Jamey
0Osborne embarked on a mazy
run from his own half on the
counter before skimmine a low

MOORS: Thoenas 5 flor Yomsed

Swerary 5 flor Wright THL.
'J'\-’.lﬂ-h‘y Cartra T8 Mot
umed Mavwed.

effort
Loach's upright.

But as tiredness began to
creep into Solihull's game and
with the game opening up, the
visitors had further opportuni-
ties to extend their lead, first

narrowly past Scott

through Ryan Donaldson’s
audacious strike that cracked
the bar, before Boot was equal to
late tests from Noble and Niko
Muir-Merchant to keep the
scoreline in Hartlepool's favour.

Solihull manager Tim
Flowers remains upbeat.

“We tried to keep it nice and
narrow and reduce the gaps to
tough the game out.” he said.
“But a goal of that quality
changes it and we had to go for
itat the end.”

STAR MAX: Liom Notde (Poois)
ATT: 1,311

ENTERTAINMENT: # ##
REFEREE: Richard Hurre 410

NOBLE IS
POOLS ACE
YET AGAIN

MATCH STATS

SOUNULL V HARTLEPOOL
2 SHOTS ON TARGET 8
2 SHOTS OFF TARGET 4
4 CORNERS 5
1 OFFSIDE 3
14 FOULS CONCEDED 14
2 YELLOW CARDS 2
1 REDCARDS o0




{7} STOURBRIDGE 4
& COALVILLET 2

Stour
on form
to seal
points

' By Ben Tyler

TOURBRIDGE pre-
vailed in blustery

brace.

It was a professional and
slightly workmanlike per-
formance from the hosts to
claim the three points that
could prove crucial.

‘The script appeared in
Coalville's favour when
they took a second-minute
lead through Andrew
Wright, as
his  volley

MATCH STATS

Leon Broadhurst
makes it 4-2 to
§

found the

bottom-left  STOURBRIDGE V COALVILLE

Gunen 11 SHOTSONTARGET 8

James Wren  §  SHOTS OFF TARGET 3

getting a

hand to the 1 CORNERS 5

shi:l. q 1 OFFSIDE 4 T
t  too ut e

until 15 min- 7 FOULS CONCEDED 9 winger

utes for the ©  YELLOWCARDS 3 Qil'i‘f

Glasshoys to Mills

get a foothold 0 RED CARDS 0 then won

in the game.

Luke Benbow had the
first of a number of
chances when chesting the
ball into the air and
unleashing an audacious
overhead kick which flew
narrowly wide.

Broadhurst's  sublime
piece of skill to beat a
couple of defenders was
unfortunate to result in a
low shot inches wide.

a penalty
which he took himself,
sending Richard Walton
the wrong way to bring
Stourbridge level just
before the half-hour mark.

A dangerous free-Kick
from Robbie Thompson-
Brown towards the far post
saw Broadhurst rise to nick
the ball in before half-time,
only for the linesman to
deny Gary Hackett's sidea

lead at the interval.

Broadhurst’s persistence
reaped rewards though, as
he notched his first of the
game shortly after the
break.

He followed in the
rebound from Benbow’s
initial parried shot just as
the shocking conditions
began to have bearings on
the intensity of the game.

The players battled
through the conditions
though and ensured the
pressure continued.

The Ravens levelled with
a rare attack, Tom

MeGlinchey’s cross being
glanced past the Stour-
bridge keeper by the head
of Luke Shaw for a goal
which drew immense jubi-
lation from Coalville's
delighted manager Adam
Stevens.

It took Benbow's 6dth-
minute show-stopper to
regain the lead for a second
time.

The striker fired a stun-
ning free-kick from 35
yards into the back of the
net, rendering the out-
stretched Walton
absolutely helpless.

And when Broadhurst
found himsell in the right
place to plant a half-volley
through a crowd of plavers
and into the net, it brought
clear breathing space for
the league leaders.

It was a lead which
Benbow almaost extended in
stoppage time when fore-

GLASSBOYS STILL INTACT
WITH LEON'S STAR SHOW

GR-EIGHT STRIKE!

back of four great away
resulls.

“We have to work for
every point in this divi-
sion.”

Coalville assistant man-
ager Danny Martin was left
frustrated and gave an
honest response to his
side’s showing and perfor-
mance th b the

ing Walton into a i
tip over the bar from his
ferocious left-foot drive.
Stourbridge manager
Hackett said: “When we
needed the moments of
quality they came our way
and it’s a great win on the

game.
Martinexplained: “If we
keep conceding goals out of
nothing, then we're going
to struggle all season.”
STAR MAN: Lscr Brocdhurss (Sour)
ENTERTAINMENT. wwww -

AIR TIME: Stourbridge’s Luke Benbow Iries an ocrobatic shot

REDDITCH UNITED 2
BANBURY UNITED 0
By Ben Tyler

REDDITCH United con-
tinued their resurgence
under manager Paul
Smith as they moved out
of the relegation zone
with a comfortable win
against Banbury,

The visitors started
the stronger with a
couple of early half
chances but it wasn't
until the 21st minute for
the first clear chance.

Attacking Reds mid-
fielder Robbie Bunn
curled an excellent cross
from the right which
Shaquille Leachman-
Whittingham could only
stab wide on the stretch.

Ahmed Ali went
closer still for the home
side when firing low
past Emmanuel
Agboola’s left-hand post
moments before Nyeko

RESURGENT
REDS EASE
PAST THE
PURITANS

Sinclair had a driving
effort saved.

Bunn would make no
mistake though when
giving the Reds an early
second-half lead, rifling
his effort into the
bottom-right corne.

Leachman-Whitting-
ham proved a constant
threat after switching to
the left-flank, and he
marked his excellent
performance with a
goal. His run matched
Jamie Ashmore’s pin-

point cross from the
right as he tucked the
ball into the far corne.

And he was almost
the sole creator of a goal
of the season effort, col-
lecting the ball deep in
Banbury's half, before
weaving past a handful
of players en route to
the penalty area, but he
could only lift the finish
over the bar.

STAR MAN: S Leochmon

Whittingham (Reddiich)
ENTERTAINMENT: »» =



New man has

come in Andy

for the Boro!

ALVECHURCH 0
NUNEATON BOROUGH 2
By BEN TYLER

NUNEATON Borough stretched
their unbeaten run to four
games as they continued to
climb away from the wrong end
of the Southern League
Premier Central table.

And boss Jimmy Ginnelly
again praised the contribution
of ‘workaholic’ coach Andy
Danylyszyn who he admits has
been instrumental in his team
turning the corner.

It was a tale of two headers
in Worcestershire, with Jaden
Charles' eighth-minute opener
putting Boro in the driving seat
prior to Anthony Dwyer’s
clincher nine minutes from
time, on an afternoon when
Tony Breeden could celebrate a
fourth consecutive clean sheet.

Ginnelly said:"I've had some
great assistant managers and
coaches around me, but this is
what we're looking for now -
he's got every angle covered -
the lad is a workaholic.

“It's his detail on Tuesdays

and Thursdays on the training
pitch and in the dressing room,
backed up by one or two words
from myself - it feels like
Clough and Taylor now!"

An assured performance
from the visitors saw them go
close to adding to their early
advantage but for a flying save
from Dan Jezeph to keep out a
curling first-half effort from the
influential Charlie Dowd.

Dwyer lacked composure
early in the second period
when looking well placed to
score, but the 25-year-old was
later on hand to wrap up
proceedings with a header
from Greg Kaziboni's centre.

And while Breeden would be
required to make stunning
stops to keep out late attempts
from Church’s Danny Waldron
and Nick Clayton-Phillips, it
was an afternoon where
three points always looked
secure.

“We came to stifle the game,
to be honest,” added Ginnelly.
“They're a good footballing
side and we said it would
probably be 60-40 in terms of
possession.

“Tony's made a couple of
saves at the end, but have they
really hurt us?

“We seem unbreachable at
the moment.

“Scott McManus has been a
revelation since he's taken the
armband, Liam Daly's very
experienced and we've got
great strength in depth now
with Joe Magunda and Jamie
McCrory in there too.”

@cleataph

ALVECHURCH O
NUNEATON BORO 2

By Ben Tyler

A GOAL in either half
ensured that Nuneaton
Borough took full
advantage of a below-par
Alvechurch performance
to claim all three points at
Lye Meadow and extend
their unbeaten streak to
four matches.

Jade Charles nodded in
at the near post after eight
minutes to give the visi-
tors a priceless early lead
following a corner Kick,
during an opening half
in which Ian Long’s side
failed to shift into gear.

There were near-at-
tempts for Ryan Nesbitt,
who flashed an effort wide
of the post, and Dave Bel-
lis — who looked certain to
score but for Liam Daly’s
timely block — but nothing

CHARLES AND
DWYER UNITE
TO DOWN
ALVECHURCH

of note to force Borough
custodian Tony Breeden
into a sweat.

It was Nuneaton who
looked most likely to score
next, and perhaps should
have done when Luke Ben-
bow twice went close in
quick succession, seeing
his first shot excellently
blocked, before rolling
wide inside the box.

Speculative strikes at ei-
ther end from Nuneaton’s

Anthony Dwyer and
Alvechurch’s Zak Brown
went close to adding to the
scoresheet, with the for-
mer eventually doing just
that after 81 minutes to
seal the points with a far-
post header from Cameron
McWilliams’ centre.

Tony Breeden saved late
on, from Danny Waldron
and Nick Clayton-Phillips.

STAR MAN: Charlie Dowd (NB)
ENTERTAINMENT: % % %



NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST
DANIEL Trott netted a brace to help
table-topping Grimsby Borough

march on to yet another win, a 3-0 rout of

fellow promotion hopefuls Silsden.

Reece York was also on target as Boro
maintained their unbeaten streak after
eight matches and held onto a sev-
en-point lead at the top of the tree.

A first win of the season for Penis-
tone Church saw them sweep aside
Thackley 4-0, thanks to a Luke Stewart
double and goals from Nathan Keightley
and Thomas Brennan.

Staveley Miners Welfare were also
in the mood for goals, winning by the
same scoreline at Knaresborough Town
where Declan Howe found the net either
side of Tomas Poole and Myron Gibbons
strikes.

Emley came out on top in a 3-2
thriller at Sherwood Colliery thanks to
Ryan John'’s winner, after George Doyle
twice gave the visitors the lead, earning
Richard Tracey's men a first win of the
campaign.

Two goals in the space of a minute
from Jonny Irving and Sumaili Cissa
gave Eccleshill United a 3-1 victory
at Barton Town, while Albion Sports
and Bottesford Town both won by 1-0
scorelines at Maltby Main and Athers-
ley Recreation respectively.

On Friday night, second-placed
Garforth Town kept up the pace with
their rivals in a 5-0 demolition of hosts
Hemsworth Miners Welfare with five
different scorers registering, and in the
day's other game, a Samuel Cable goal
was enough for Goole to edge past
Winterton 1-0.

BEN TYLER

Ginnelly: I'll go if
Boro want me to

NUNEATON BOROUGH 0

AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS 1

By BEN TYLER we just sit and wait for
someone to be fit?

THE frustrations of “Everyone keeps

Nuneaton Borough having a pop at Luke

manager Jimmy Ginnelly
rang loud and clear after
defeat to AFC Rushden &
Diamonds, leading the
58-year-old to cry out for
backing from the club’s
boardroom.

A 66th-minute rebound
strike from substitute
Benjamin Diamond gave
the visitors the points in
an encounter that the
hosts fully controlled
without ever really asking
questions of goalkeeper
Dean Snedker.

The one clear-cut
attempt that did draw the
Diamonds custodian into
action produced a
stunning save, as Leroy
Lita's header was palmed
wide of the post with the
game still goalless.

And with little by the
way of further attempts,
Ginnelly wants a new
forward to help arrest
Nuneaton's early season
struggles.

“Everyone knows it at
the club, but we're trying
to play games of football
without a recognised
number nine and we're
getting punished for it,”
he said.

“Do | get backed and
we get a goalscorer, or do

Benbow to be fit, but the
lad is training his socks
off behind the scenes.
He's probably two or
three weeks away -
there's your goalscorer.
We've got him at the club.

“If the group want to
back me then they can,
but if they don't then
we'll just wait on Luke
and run with what we've
got.”

The situation at
Nuneaton, currently 18th
in the Southern Leaque
Premier, is that dire
according to the manager
that he has considered
his own position.

“This is the third time
I've said it to them this
season - but | want to
apologise to the Borough
fans,” Ginnelly continued.
"If we're in the bottom
six, we're there for a
reason. I've told the lads
that | don't mind
resigning, if the club want
me to go then | gladly
would. That's how low |
feel.

*| fear for the club a
little bit if | was to walk
away as manager. I'm
going to have a serious
sleep on it and see what
comes of it.”

DIAMOND SPARKLES AT BORO

SUBSTITUTE Benjamin
Diamond proved the ace
in the pack as AFC Rush-
den & Diamonds narrow-
ly edged out Nuneaton.

The visitors registered
the first attempt on target
when Nathan Tshikuna
rounded Tony Breeden,
only to crack the outside
of the post when placed
under pressure by the re-
treating Boro defence.

A speculative attempt
by Ryan Edmunds inched

NUNEARTON BORD O
AFC RUSHDEN & D1
By Ben Tyler

narrowly over the bar
and preceded a raft of Nu-
neaton chances, with ma-
rauding full-back Scott
McManus twice going
close with two headers in
quick succession.

But with Cain Noble
failing to hit the target
with a flying volley from

Callum Westwood's right-
flank cross, it was a key
opportunity wasted by
Jimmy Ginnelly’s men
right before half-time.

A switch in formation
and the introduction of
Leroy Lita at the interval
helped the hosts take con-
trol of proceedings, and
it was the veteran who
was gifted an opening just
before the hour mark.
Meeting Carl Baker’s pin-
point cross, Lita's header

drew a sensational save
from Dean Snedker, who
clawed the ball behind.

It was a bizarre inci-
dent on 66 minutes that
decided the game, when
substitute Diamond
rained on Borough’s pa-
rade by sweeping home
a rebound - all while the
pitchside sprinklers were
going off down the other
end of the pitch!

STAR MAN: Carl Baker (Nuneaton)
ENTERTAINMENT: #* %

REDDITCH UTD 1
BIGGLESWADETO
By Ben Tyler

DAN SWEENEY'S first-
half penalty helped Red-
ditch United return to win-
ning ways against ten-man
Biggleswade Town and end
a three-game winless run
for Matt Clarke’s side.

The opening chance
on 23 minutes required a
well-timed block to deny
Lewis Clayton, moments
after Magloire Muyembe
flashed wide of the mark.

Coree Wilson was next
to go close for the Waders,
but his shot from distance
failed to trouble Reds keep-
er Kieran Boucher.

Then, following a Big-
gleswade foul, Sweeney
was given the opportunity
to cooly slot into the bot-
tom-left corner from 12
vards on 32 minutes.

SWEENEY'S

THE MAN TO
GIVE REDS A
BIGG WIN...

Despite surviving a
close shave in their own
penalty area, Town were
on the front foot and spent
plenty of the game in the
final third, James Peters
going close to levelling the
scores with a deflected at-
tempt that required saving
by Boucher:

With a succession of cor-
ners also proving fruitless
in the hunt for parity, a late
chance for Joe Neal looked

ideal for Biggleswade's
hopes of taking a point -
only for the forward to fail
to test the home keeper
from a prime position.

And matters when from
bad to worse for Town
when Shane Bush's late
challenge on Luke Cox
resulted in a red card in
the dying embers of the
encounter.

STAR MAN: Dan Sweeney (Redditch)
ENTERTAINMENT: % % %




Express & Star

DELIGHTED Sporting Khalsa manager lan Rowe hailed the steadfast approach of his troops - and the match-winning celebrations - in a 2-1 victory over Gainsborough Trinity that
saw the hosts advance in the FA Cup.

Jumaane Meggoe's 88th-minute winner sparked jubilant scenes on the home bench at the Guardian Warehousing Arena, where Jake Gosling's penalty before the hour mark was
cancelled out by Kyle Dixon's spot kick.

In a feat which ended a three game losing run prior to kick off, and eliminated Step Three opposition in the process, Rowe paid tribute to his side.

"We got the result, we had to play a bit of a different way today as they put the pressure on us early doors,” he said.

"It looked a matter of when they were going to score, we rode that which we haven't done in the last couple of games - so it was nice to get to half-time without conceding.
"We dug in and | knew we'd have chances - we'll take the incident off the ball [for the penalty] - which Jake scores.

"I was a bit gutted about their penalty, as from our point of view it looked offside.

"But we didn't fall, mentally we didn't break and we've gone again, it was a fantastic goal [to win it).

"I'm over the moon - as you saw by the celebrations - Jumaane topped it off with a double somersault which showed the passion of the FA Cup and what it's about."

But with league action resuming at Shepshed Dynamo on Tuesday night, Rowe and Co. will have little time to celebrate reaching the second second qualifying round for only the
second time in the club's history.

"It's always a difficult place to go in midweek," he continued.

"But we wanted to get to this level for a reason - and part of that reason comes the travel side of things."



FOOTBALL: FIVE-STAR
Droitwich Spa look well
placed to lift the West
Midlands (Regional) Division
One title after a resounding
5-0 midweek triumph over
Wryrley.

Connor Collins rifles home
his 23rd goal of the season.

Connor
Collins,

right, is
congratulated
by his
Droitwich
teammates
after netting
in the
midweek
rout. Pictures
by Mathew
Mason.

Saturday’'s visit of
Wellington Amateurs, who sit
third, will be the biggest lit-
mus test of Spa’s champions
credentials in recent weeks.
Kick-off at King George's
Playing Fields is 3pm.

Having also recorded a 4-2
success over Sikh Hunters on
Saturday, the Saltmen have
moved eight points clear at
the top of the table, with
three games in hand over
second-placed Allscott.

Every game is
now a must-win
stresses Kelly

FOOTBALL: BRENDAN Kelly
believes the Southern League
Premier Central play-off race
will go right to the wire.

Bromsgrove Sporting currently
occupy fourth place in the table
but have not played since the 2-1
home reverse to Hitchin Town on
February 22 in a month signifi-
cantly affected by a string ol post-
ponements.

With other sides around them
- notably fifth-placed Stourbridge,
who enjoyed a successful start to
the Mark Yates era with a 2-0
victory over Lowestoft Town last
weekend — applying the pressure,
Sporting boss Kelly says the situa-
tion near the top of the league is far
from settled.

“Every game is a must-win from
now on,” said Kelly.

“There are quite a few teams in
the hunt for the play-off places.
The league title is beyond us but as
far as the play-offs are concerned,
it will go down to the last day.

“There are a lot of teams
involved, including us, who still
have to play each other.

“Even lower down in the table,
the likes of Alvechurch will have
their say on things with the new
set-up there, Leiston are fighting
for their lives and are picking up
results.

“You get the unexpected results,
you look at Needham Market turn-
ing over Coalville Town the other
week. There will be lots of twists
and turns still to come.”

Saturday's home game against
Barwell, who are stationed in 13th
place, now presents the Rouslers

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

with another chance to address
their troubled form at the Victoria
Ground which has hampered
their season so far (3pm). Guy
Hadland’s Canaries, however, have
put together a five-game unbeaten
run throughout February.

“We're expecting to put right
our home form this weekend,” said
Kelly. “We've had opportunities to
capitalise on results of the sides
around us but haven’t taken them,

“1 do wonder about our mental-
ity approaching the business end of
the season. We need to take more
of the openings that come our way
and rectify our home form.

“It's still something that I can’t
figure out. We had the two-year
unbeaten run at home before this
season but this time around we've
only won around 40 per cent of
our games at the Victoria
Ground, compared to
over 60 per cent of
our away games.”

Kelly says he is
targeting two new
signings, with an
eagerness to bring in
another winger and
defender.

He explained:

“We've brought in
Correy Davidson
on lean from

Kidderminster
in the past
week, who
will add to
our crea-

Manager Brendan
FY Picture by RobgMclifarent

Kelly3

tive play in midfield. We're trying
to work on something for another
winger and a defender who we're
still looking at.

“We've been helped by the return
of Lewis Chester, who is back and
has trained really well having been
unavailable with personal commit-
ments.”

Aside from the first team,
Sporting’s under-18s reached the
semi-finals of the Worcestershire
FA Midweek Cup last week after
seeing off Kidderminster Harriers
5-3 at the Victoria Ground.

“It was a great result for the lads
after an end-to-end game,” said
Kelly, who was among the crowd.

“Some of the lads who are tak-
ing part in the games, the likes
of Owen Taylor and Sam Collins,
have trained with us for a number
of weeks.

“Hopefully they can kick on to
the final. It's something that I like
to keep an eye on as we definitely
have some good players coming
through the system.”

Possibly the only positive out-
come from Bromsgrove's dis-
rupted run of fixtures has been

that top scorer Mike Taylor
y — currently out with a knee
Y injury — hasn't missed many

games. “It's the only good
thing to come from the games
that have been called off,” said

Kelly.

Taylor, the league’s top scor-
er with 24 goals, will be one
of two absentees against

Barwell on Saturday,

with on-loan defender

Jak Hickman still out

with a quad injury.

up title challenge -



On the March into Football League

by Ben Tyler ing at him and he spoke to several  do with all of the players.
sporti@ieaminglonchsenerco.uk of them, but has made the decision “I's great 1o see young play-
that Forest Green Rovers is the  ors do still b pathway  into

Kelly backing
2 Cam to make
zxate. @Xciting Impact

. right move for him - be is moving  the professional game and can get
FOOTBALL: BRAKES boss 1o an upwardly mobile, ambitions  themselves notieed playing in non-
Paul Holleran has commended  club with good football people, I.::a}uo. -
departing forward Josh March “It's been an epic rise for Josh “losh has really earncd his
for his outstanding contribu- @0 he has been helped along the  chance with his performances and
tion to the club after earning a way by some great non-League  goals for us this season and our
to the Football Lea: fooball people, none more so © greatest wish for him now is that he
’“o‘t"'-" 02 s, Lotk )I I" l%;;“' Tan Long and Riclard Thors settles in quickly at Forest Green
T carold moved 10 frormer manager and  eurrent  and hits the ground running, much

hrace - League Two side Forest Green  dgirman at Alveehurch] like he did for Leami
: oy : | X AL
" 5 _ N - Rovers an M'“':"'i" "I‘""" L b “We're just pleased to have been As pant of the deal, Leamington
it h t . f after he Joined "E“' “‘“‘“(‘ '""': able to play a part and put the  will host Forest Green in a pre-
a I I Ien I FOOTBALL: MANAGER &y Ben Tyler strick twice in quick succession - i et L m‘ o the top for him if you m:nol':m:lla Iu}llm -qu v
Lally - Gl BnIMad 0 before the hour mark to put - . - A e i A ome defeat to Altrincham
back after |t cameron Sobut oo temsves inthe drving vt 8 == i SO PRy g e s he secgnd st wockend mean e
to  Bromsgrove  Sporting before a trialist netted on ts;s = : 3 Lt \Io"h b, - oncugh to !‘irr;;\mm‘:.:’;“r‘-c::k-:;: |;:;\:I::n!::§ dropped to 15th place in .mmn.

“Cam has been with us since  minutes to cut their lead in
M

League North,
il has trained really well,” 5 h.

attract the interest from a number Hancock
fes

Inlr. the Fm:lmll League, following
shop's departiee to League
I'l Aceringlon  Stanley,

HH wil 1 open arms, following 3 i,
trailing 4-0 | &'aha o Vions Sy ot e el wel” | Bramegror
Grmtlld. “In the last couple of games,

e The 2l-year-old, formerly i he has shown me cnough o meaning they could not build
FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa the youth Tanks at Birmingham

sl ranks will have come as 1 the ;
no surprise to the likes of Holleran \I:m I's amml 3::“{‘;:0 P}ul‘:iy»:; firs

= ieve Die will give us a good  on an encouraging 2-0 victory =

extended their 100 per cent City and Bristol Rovers, has  option at the top of the pitch, at Sutten Coldficld Town last ‘“,u‘" :"" IN"""” close in the second round of the H
winning record in pre-season in | qumed out in more recent years  “He can operate through the hvechure recent trend  Trophy on Saturday (3pm).
miraculous fashion, recovering for National League North clubs — middle and out wide, and tech- can only be beneficlal in promoting
from a four-goal deficit at the Hereford and Gloucester City,  nically he is extremely good, E the integrity of the non. l.ﬂu.'llc Jnsh March is the second
i:“l aik to dowa Paget Rangers and will bolster ﬁl:eh]hlm%loh 0 I'm pleased 1o have signed  the |clml “dart_on five minutes, w,ﬂ“e";, delighted to 3 triker to p
o 1L 1 sth 1l W n ' 3 F

It is now four wins in four i e el ! romsgrove’s run of two 2?::;,!3;: :&?u:cﬁ:- :t!:r'l'd;: b see.Josh make the step-up into the &"Lﬁ"&ﬂfﬁﬁm ﬂif‘ng'ﬂ" ping 5 :;:&a‘l,:::;wlnl-ga?:'\:m ::lx
for the Saltimen, " wins : from twe In Bre-srason With a suecession of. substi- Sitriker Cameron Ebbutt, captured here in action for wothall League leran said. close eye on Josh's ]m“,h.‘:f’m'ﬁ.c The New Lawn.
Earlswood Town 5-1 last week- on Tucsday night,  (utes ot halftime, @ loss event- 200Ul United, hea jolned Sporting, Picturs by Paul Smith, had a number of clubs look- . i :

end in addition to drubbings of
Stourport Swilts unde
and !!'ulwpn Cleeve (62,
But the Paget result could
arcly not have been fores at

the interval at the Central Ground

smamin T Smith efforts in vain as Boars stutter to defeat Openers in

Kelly admits e has fde of first-teauners ful half followed at the Central

seen enough of Ebutt’s talents to and trindists were beaten 2-1 ot Ground as the Rouslers saw off Next, a Midland League dou-  on S
believe that he can be a success  Littleton, the Northern Premier League  ble-header awaits Kelly's men,  away day at Stourport Swilts on
for Bromsgrove, The Hellenie League hosts  side. first with the trip 1o Romulus  Tuesday,

turday, followed by an

deficit within the first 15 RUGBY UNION: TOM Sadler's hat.

of the second half, In\l‘un nclm\g trick of tries ensured Bromsgrove
three times in ten minutes (o s CRICKET DESPITE 194-8 but the hosts sealed vie- with the ball in l:um! meaning Smith took his sole wicket of Chartie Home (13n0) and | returned to Midlands Premier
Pagel Connor Smith's half-century, tory with seven balls remaining.  no one posted a Eh e afternoon to see off opener skipper Will Nield (Sno) picked Division action in style wi
Perry Moss, who alse netted in Bromsgrove found themselves Openers Jaydes vitt (32) than Ashley N m‘h coett [ 2-1,bul l up the pieces after Hammeond 44-24 suceess against &
the Earlswood win, was again on s receiving ml of aseven.  and i runs for the remainder of the as only 54 ardl Wagas had departed at last weekend.
targed Bere with a br\ﬂ: il icket defeat Bi S wil [ iy James Hammond {73) and J\|J 182-3, in 2 their side over Having not played a single
Chardie Tilley and two trialists in last weekend's Birmingham of 88 runs, though the visitors' Skipper Mark Evenson (Tno)  Wagas (9907 showed their class the line 1o hand Bromsgrove a minute played in the cancelled
also made their mark on away & Dhistrict Premier Division Twoe  run rate began to slow onee and Henry Dwaver (17, wio o power their way to a1 third suecessive defeat. 2020/21 season, the Finstall Road
sabl meeting. [ wu'r, gone with the seore was removed with the last ball stand. Looking for an upturn in for- hosts showed no sign of rustiness
On Saturday, Droitwich will Il Wi & ease, of the Boars 106-2. that Bromsgrove faced, helped With 16 shots into the tunes, Evenson's ninth-placed with a highly-polished perform-
wisit Hereford Lads Club, who y . Both Charlic Home (3-3:3) see the innings out to its con- boundary and a solitary y charges go to Dorridge, who ance.
ply their trade in the Hellenie E CPeASE 3 3 ey (3-60) posed clusion. put Wolverhampton within  lie tenth, hoping to revive their Ross Attwood, Drew Harper,
Leagne, !lal seourt Read. They reached s sitors In Wolverhampton™s reply, g distance of viclory. eampaipm. Ed Krawiceki were also o

n the
seoresheet, with Will Harris adding
a penalty for his efTorts

This Saturday, Bmmsq;mu head
to Sheflicld hoping for further sue-
cess, taking on a side who opened
with 21-15 vietory at Broadstreet.

CRICKET: HALF-CENTURIES Ly Ben Tyler
from Connor Smith and Jayden  peqyessboivanmedacom

Robins will 100k |United on march for the title i S i 0 mmr
®
to mix up squad

el i Will Harris, left, shrugs off a
defeat of Heather Reaching 2118 after winning the Ihwlmn UM |H|.>
FOOTBALL: MARK Robins by Ben Tyler 50 the squid might be used.”

has I

challenge in last weekend's win.
Picture by Andy Jepson.

St John's, ensuring 10ss, the visiting Boars then needed b
x § E ; ? , urrently, just seven points :,ep:lralc
a successful return just 40 overs to bowl out the hosts f!.‘vr i b 4ldes St it
e that he will look - After a golden opportunity for
: e Zain Westbrooke went to waste

; s 3 Fde oy
m:f;o\:mﬂg‘;‘:,e: i nm;}““h Preddie: Eollows the Premicr Division aleeady fwculml .
ture and the perfect _ : 4 for bath, it is now a question of where "
start 1o the Mew The resull meant Mark Evensons Silverware will be heading this term. ren an N 0 re u e e( : Ive
Year. men secured back- h:r-had( victories for With Spa faltering in recent weeks,

With two promo- the first time since the opening two Ir_']“"‘g_ I’-;' 110 ':“‘"‘I last time out Iiubf.:}'\.
f - . ) tion places up for weekends of the Birmingham & District AT e e ‘_‘E‘Jl iy | FOOTBALL: MANAGER Brendan
}(::]wiltl;;fl;‘iwf;f. hif::l I::h;;:} lr:‘:r.!:"ji‘ﬂ“::l; second shot at the (oo "0 opening minute, the rabs IHICHhG lﬂuﬂh dsion Two -..nnu:m:n .:ll:l AN DGO -0, abarkanecl Itcies Kelly has reassured the Bromsgrove
: e ' p hosts were awarded a penalty fol-

with Bristol Hovers in next T'm frusteated because we gave rufh i o * x

Tuesday's (T.45pm) FA Cup  up two goals, m"; ad. R s, - hndzean's foul on

third round repliy - following l" “':il ""1 i, then they It allowed Clarke-Harris 10

a 2-2 draw on Saturday. ﬁ"‘:cn l’l:‘m ﬂl‘:(l stroke the ball home on six min.

The Sky Blues twice came from W ¥ ’ utes, prior to a Coventry onskasght

ier of before that, it is going to take a huge Sporting faithful that llu; quality of his
behind at the Memorial Stadiom, that resulted in Walsh's stunning

some bodics back 1o full fitness.
There's still lots to work on, but if we
el keep up that run then
it's a positive.”

football this season, of a winning end 1o the seasor show of character from Max Young's | gae's piny will re t only ns
Te"'[;e tes third i on troops to seal the titl long as they remai nsively rigid,
will hoping his  Openers Smith (67) and Levi Last Seturday, ho ’ The Rousters made it four

troops can maintain vl a partnership of 89 runs to kick 2 Stourbridge d Spa struggled games unheaten after dispatehing

this current run of ings, but three quickfire wick- 10 contain Gurpreet Singh (14) and | P hiborough University in the Hest
form come the end cts foltowed the departure of the latter.  Kamran Mchram (43) who co qualifying round of the FA Cup last

s Lye batted first ANDY Crowther's Drojtwich
Spa shde twice came from
behind to rescue a point in last
weekend" draw at Team

s : " . # f 94 runs after opener Nadeem i - i
with Lium Walsh cancelling out leveller from the edge of the pen- of April. But with Smith linking up well with o weekend, with Leon Broadhurst and Duclley and maintain their unbeaten
Jomson Clarke-Harris' opencr from fromn ‘Ii" e hree WY arca on the half-hour mark. An  FA  Vase preddie Fallows (30), the visitors got (1) hid helped set the tor Couly Fisher netting in a 2- start to West Midlands (Regional)
the spot, while Rovers' Tony Craig mm‘:(',‘f“r,-n tg:“:;:‘m:‘;'f b But seconds later, the Gas fourth round Hehm their mn rate back on track with a li’“{’\‘,'"i‘-l" I';""‘ \‘”‘"(‘” ) It set up another home te with Division One.
fronically eancelled his own NG s restored their lead when captain Warcester his go.run stand for the Gfth wicket. and. Wajid Hussain (13n0) then saw Waorksop Town of the Northern far from a stellar perfory

pm) home f1x- oo hon dod home
ture with MK Dons prefacinga trip ~ “" 5 i i
to Doncaster Rovers the following A open second hall prompted

Saturday  (3pm) “agum Quincy (4-19) proved a for- e innings through as Lye finished on | proper T eame Divi

a second-
gives further hope pigaple opponent as the number of 247-7 in their 50 overs, with the efforts in the next round «

2nck-minute strike
half own goal.

One East Rnad but the Saltmen

prtember 18,

Should Coventry win the replay, "I chances for both sides, but it was of patential siver- ,cow ticked down, but Bromsgrove did  0f Jake Young (3-70) and Adam Keen | o iin s home league meeting v . - . -
the St Andrew’s tenants will face r_;‘:‘,l:::":“ :t].“ Sky Blues manager Sky Blues who struck next :Jf‘:és éor the Rpg enough Lo see the innings through. (2-36) "": 'I""mf'gh to cause the hosts too Hitehin Town to come before the Goalscorer Connor Baker, right, equaliser five minulo from time.,
the unique situation of hosting when Walsh's shot wis diverted oo Mngfglslh;wue Turning his hand to batting, Quiney '“"Kw“l‘::;::‘:‘.m'n; by Max (45) and Jake weekend, the Sporting boss is keen to on the ball. Picture by Paul Smith. Dirabtwich fell behind in the opening
4 = . i ? 20 mines wi

their Landlords over the weekend

n a second-wicket partnership
after drawing i

stay on the winn l; track.
G runs

e Young (15) brought an opening part- We're
Iy prove a nership of 51, but the innings quickly

p Daniel Gyasi snuck

dominate cither. Our passing let us
down badly and that's why it wasn'ta

into Hovers” net by Craig on 53 | FOOTBALL: COVENTRY United's title chal- hi |
minites. lenge shows no sign of slowing after a 12th \?ve;ng g',;ae Malclios aviay from: A Tun:ou 4t

the ball past stand-in “keeper Ryan
Williams, only f(.r{ onnor Baker to

games, but we don’t mind i, und and that's
il

games. The replay comdes at a time

as the “home And when a late opportunity ’I but it would e ly. : £
Robins said. wclo of the season kept them at the sum- (24) , the most importa || thing, Kell 4 :
i i - - il for Matt Godden weat 1o waste in i he Midla ‘cotball ue Premi false cawn with Fallows and Co. coming  declined from there for Droitwich as the “When y¢ oach gar o1 Free:flowing perfarmmce. Bl home a st
Despite falling just short of o It's good practice - players need Avipage time, :h‘_ final - whistle s‘m: I:b idland E 1 Leag ier  Kyle Carey tries his luck in Saturday’s tri- - , s x whekets fell for 30 run P ‘"‘r‘l ; iy “""‘:i Ut T :;’: }I It’s four unbeaten for s, 'rmu’}?mllz;,l.w

J to the fore.
third win in three on the oad 2 . e confirmed that the two sides will o' 1 umph over Heather St John's. Picture by agas Ahmed led the Lye bowling , been the pretticst at times -
over the festive period, Robins 5 where we have a few tough games, have do it all ags St Andrens. Jake Holt's first-half effort was the ditfer- Mrggm“_ LEADERS Droitwich Spa toke on aitack wilh'a sensatiornl s vrelet liaa l:r.ﬁrf;n‘::qnn(iem’;inﬂﬂ i a result, but it making ourselves difficult b Ir::;:r;t:lfllﬂ L
. Omberstey’s second X1 in a win- (.“. :IO.‘i;: l2 overs) and Wajid Hussain “They didn’t get a shot on W until ;Tk;“:\l 1 r[ n)ﬁlﬁ:lonﬂ; in I“-T;” i On Saturday
nerakes-all clash at St Peter’s  Claimed 4-20. the last five 1 . but we didn't nd then the free-flowing football wi Mezaudow to host winless Tipton Town.

come, especially when we've nursed



Highest ranking for
town ace Glasspool

Lloyd Glasspool has won threae of the five finals that he has appeared in

this year. Picture by Peter Menzel/PPP.
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Cowley cracker
ruins Church’s
trophy chances

Ly Bon Tyler

FOOTBALL: A JASON Cowley
show-stopper condemned
Alvechureh to finish runners-up in
the Hed Hecruitment Trophy, as
Bromsgrove Sporting edged Bank
||uhd.u- Mond; finale at Lye
adow by a 1-0 sco
1 what essentially be

a comeback despite Cowl
second yellow with 20 minutes beft,
With ;um two starters from Saturday
form of Ethan
mock, & host of
youngsters and new Goes were gen
st ppertiunity 1o make Ubelr bow and
lmnpress the manager.
MeLintock was rm oty b
hﬂh =| i

Iuck
shot-

|mr equal to,
l' \\'l!l \Jmnm'k should have done
down the other end with the

bett
oots" goad gaping.

Toun Charnberbiin miissed an equally
goliden opportunity for Church when fir-
g wildly over the bar following Mason

Bire] , before

takes on

n what was his

el
last game for
Tollord United. Plcture by lan Macvie.

feet following ] thiroangh from sl
stitule Miro Pals, before whipping a
curling shot that mm.«l wildlly inites the
toperight comer af e e

An oo ot monvent of
play from Luke Yatées almost drgsed
Alvechurch back on level worms, when
tha sulutituste l.m umy 1u.!.|m..| wffort

Iwarils to beat Tt strike

a snap-shol narrowdy past the post just
after the half-hour mark,

The match-winning moment that
canne eight mintes after the imerval it
was one worthy of wi

e unabersbibe of the bar,

Vith Tyrell Hi p on the pltch

for U latter staghes, the forward almost

made the perfect lmpact with a stnging
ot that fust evaided the paost,

A sevomd yvelboaw d for Cow

&3 '$ Lod
Alvechurch betore jeining anmnnl League Nm‘lh outlit AFC

et it was all one-way pressure from
Alvechurch in the finad 20 misites, but
there was no way through o
|I'|0’ *lﬂ‘ llll in the hands
o Broadhurst,

wes” fine finlsh
after golng clean through on goal which
aowneed the Foeds, ending their particl-
jetion in the ended-season competition
o a bow

Having Alvechureh  and
Bromsgrove twice t Clarke's linb:
ended the tours wink
gt tasted defeat both hone snd m Wy
azakng thelr rivals.

Juh‘m
brought in Adam Walson and
Khurum Igbal to sirengthen their
side in the engine room, mal
ing it four signings in all during
the close season for the Midland
League Division Two club.

Walson arfives
Midlands (Regicnal) Division One
outfit Droitwich Spa, for whom

The moves help build further
excﬂement at

ing to the pitch this weekend with

Workman's side have

from West

Adam Walson, left, is set to add steel to Redditch Borough's
engine room. Picture by Mathew Mason,

Midfield pair bolster
the ranks at Borough

FOOTBALL: REDDITCH Borough
have continuad
rebudd with the acquisition of two

a trip to Frankley United as the
Redditch & Soulh Warwickshire
Combination
resumes.
Borough Sunday sit fourth in
he division with 13 points after six
games played, and will fancy their
chances against a Frankicy side
that has conceded 40
Seven ga
two points during that time.
Elsewhere, Redditch's Midland
League rivals Feckenham are
gcarmg up for life on the road,

League finally

goals in
mes, accumulaing just

the club, wilh
s Sunday team return-

close out the 2020121

hrilled that hi he made two in five fixtures dur-
b r}‘ toar i his debut season in non-league 1n Mrul and May.
b s o | foowball, whilst Igbal returns to lenn  Adams and Aaron
ne he's often been in Borough having p tep. N ey
"""[b [‘1:":‘"::“ and UL resented the club between 2016  Pegasus on Saturday, followed by
he Qratirron, whidh 1o & oh and 2019, wips to Cadbury Athietic [Apri

10]. Pagel Rangors [April |7|
Chelmslay Town [Ap
Droltwich Spa [Mar

ril 24
1) to uclany
£6a500,

W last weekend's i
- run victory at OI(I Hill,

Town seek silver

lining to season

Ly Ben Tyler
ben yler@bullvanimadia.com

FOOTBALL: IT WILL be
a winner-takes-all affair at
Hampton's Field Lane home
this Saturday, when Alcester
Town take on Coventrians
hoping to reign supreme in
the Post-Covid  Lockdown
Charity Cup.

The tournament, acting as a
ain on the turbulent <qu
1 2020/21 camy
and as a fu iser for Prostate
Cancer UK - provided
number of Midland League
with the opportunity to give play-
ers a competitive run-out after
the pandemic called a halt to the
regular season.

For Alcester, it represents a
real opportunity to end the cur-
rent term with silverware and
their form makes them favouwr-
ites to lift the trophy.

Matt Secley’s men won eight

g0 into Saturd derby with
Astwood Bank in fine spirits,
and will hope 1o make it three
wins on the bounce full.uwmg
mpressive 117-

Adam Gaile
class above their
Haden Hill Ground in Cradley

| Heath last weekend, recording

Dan Protherough was a key figure in Redditch’'s battin
clure by Nick Fowkes

needed win against Bowdley.

hotegraphy.

Southwick shines as
Entaco seal first win

CRICKET: REDDITCH Ext
ree o Mt win in this seasan'’s
e Premier

v Trom dasiger,
et side Bewelley

by T4 runs last weel
The crucial viet
mth place, giving Adam
platform to build upon \‘w uu
ber of the season.
With Russell Southwick (53) hit.
iy i lealf-contury, and Adeel Sagid
{49) and Danlel Protherough (40 not
aut) both aggroaching that bndriark,
2 230-8 total left the visitors with an
gl battle 03 Broansgrove erl
And 5o it proved, s Reddi
bewwlers worked their way [hm!lah the
Be ranks to dismiss them for
h over.
T illy striggling a1 the
ereqe, 3 Lhind. md.m partnership
of 90 betwern Southwick ool Sajid

into

[

established Entaco’s foothold in the

ol 3 tough thme b thelr
mainly dhie 102 bk of momen-
< between banting partrers,
Captabn Rob Combes (26) and
Martyn Care (36} were the 0||.¢ wo
players 1o register meaningful totaks
n,r their side, shulam \‘Mlklltltlm
(18] and Haris Ali Mohammed

Hill on ‘{ll!mbq el
apportunity o put distance between
themselves and the W strugglers
with o psitive sutcome in Cradley

| § h.

arder in a much-

~Sam Fitzgerald fir

of their ten group games with
a record of 27 goals and only
seven  coneeded, losing  just
twice and booking their place
in the showpiece final by edging
AFC lo\ulln‘ Rangers 4-3 on
-2 draw last

In what will have been a use-
ful expericnce for Division Two
Meester ahead of a second sue-

back-to-back victories for the
first time in the W
League Premi

229.8 '\l'u.-r deciding
to bat l'r-« Entaco’s Russell
Southwick (rs) and €
led the way for their side, before
Noman Mohammad Chaudhry
7) proceeded 1o wreak
havoe on the Old Hill wicket

cessive meeting with a Division
Three side this weekend, Rangers
proved stubborn opponents in

semi-final at Stratford Road

Bajrami b

tap-in, Town were fortunate to
after a rare opporiunity was

lew

with a five-
out the h

the parine;
between

rate but Redditeh

for that helped skittle
5 in the &
After losing two wickets early
on, Hedditch recovered through
hip of 118 runs

ley ‘\ntl Southwick

Ith over.

saw out their

remaining
wfter the break,
Rangers hit the front once more
when Fola Faghemi fed the ball
through for Farrell to bury his
second of the afternoon,

But with the next opportunity
that fell the hosts’ way, Reece

50 overs thanks to the reliable
Dan Protherough (21 not out).

In reply, only three Old Hill
batsmen were able o record
double figures as Entaco's bowl-
ers took a stranglehold on the
game.

Bilal Hassan (18), Subhayl
Iqbal (20) and Aamir Manzoor
(28) battled on for the hosts,
but Entaco wrapped up victory

Ross Du pster, left, and Reece Jacobs keptiAlcester,
normal timeprior to the shoot-out win.

Jacobs was on hand (o pounce
and level the scores once more
following a corner.

Then, with Dempster, Toby
Scott, Joo Drake-Cervantes and
Connor Deards all on target in the
subsequent shoot-out, in addition
o penalty saves from  Bajrami
o deny George Swain and Liam
Kennedy, Alee booked their
passage into the final.

=Noman stars as Entaco warm up for derby test

CRICKET: REDDITCH Entaco

in double quick time,

Meanwhile, Astwood Bank
made it two wins on the spin
following a fine 164-run win
over Colwall,

With skipper Rob West (76)
and Tom Underhill (507 on
song, the hosts $10-8 at
Sambourne Lane to lay down
the marker for their eventual
triumph.

Coventrians also had to book
their place in the final via the
lottery of penalties - dumping owl
Division "Two side Knowle after 2
goalless 90 minutes,

Regardless of the outcome ol
this Saturday’s clash, there wil
be- plenty for Seeley and Co
¢ into pre-season  plan
.|I\('<u! of what many
be a strong league ¢

In style

Unsurprisingly, the visitors
struggled to match Astwood
Bank’s high scoring, on an
afternoon when Dan Tay
through the Colwall middle-io-
late order
finish
There were » two wickers
apiece for Daniel Brookes and
Alan White as Colwall were all
out for 146 in the 37th over.
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Football

Moors make
point after

1 o A X "

By BEN TYLER

A DESERVED point was
earned by Solihull Moors
thanks to Andrew Dallas’
first-half header in a hard-
fought battle in West
Yorkshire.

An open first 20 minutes
saw the visiting Moors show
some early signs of promise,
sending inches past the post
on six minutes courtesy of
Callum Howe's towering
header from Ryan Barnett's
delivery, while Andrew Dallas
could not keep his
18th-minute effort on target

when attempting to lob
Shaymen custodian Sam
Johnson.

But what Dallas could not
achieve with his feet, he
certainly made amends for
with his head, guiding a clever
nod into the net from another
pinpoint Barnett centre on 34
minutes - a lead that Neal
Ardley's men maintained at
the break.

Clearly determined to take
matters into his own hands,
Mani Dieseruvwe
emphatically hauled Town
back on level terms just after
the hour mark.

Being teed up by teammate
Harvey Gilmour, Halifax's top
scorer thrashed home a
sweet strike into the net from
the penalty area edge to level
on 64 minutes with Boot well
beaten.

That goal appeared to turn
the tide, with the hosts going
close to a second when Milli
Alli's perseverance to keep
the ball in, beat a man and
then try his luck rippled the
netting - albeit the outside of
the Moors goal.

Louis White forced Boot to
keep out an attempt from
outside the box in the final
minute of regulation time,
whilst Sam Johnson had to

deny substitute Josh Kelly's
94th-minute snapshot,
though there ultimately
would be no winner.

SOLIHULL MOORS
(4-3-3): Boot; Clarke, Howe,
Gudager, Mills; Osborne,
Maycock (Sbarra, 72),
Whelan; Barnett, Cybulski
(Beck, 67), Dallas (Kelly, 81).
Subs (not used): Roberts,
Donawa.

SOLIHULL STAR MAN:
Ryan Barnett.

A TWO-GOAL show

from AFC Wulfruni-
ans’ Jumaane Meggoe
meant the Wulfs cruised
through at the expense of
Brocton.

It took all of 16 min-
utes for AFC to hit the
front, courtesy of Megg-
oe’s tap in after Jamie
Meddows’ effort had been
turned onto the post by
the visiting ‘keeper.

And the home forward
had his brace seven
minutes before the break,
displaying a striker’s
instinct to rob possession
from an opposition de-

AFC WULFRUNIANS 3
BROCTON O
By Ben Tyler

fender before nudging the
ball home with ease.

An efficient perfor-
mance was then capped
off when Harry Farn-
sworth rippled the net
from distance in the final
minute of normal time,
giving Wulfrunians the
fine ending they war-
ranted.

STAR MAN: Jumaane Meggoe (AFC

Wulfrunians)
ENTERTAINMENT: %% %

A THOMAS Corner double proved

the winning formula for league
leaders North Ferriby as the Villagers
maintained their six-point lead at the top.

T'Nique Fisher headed home a
tenth-minute opener via a Josh Mor-
rall cross, prior to Corner’s first of the
aftemoon - another header - from Danny
Emerton’s corner four minutes later.
Comer got his second on 66 minutes after
converting on the rebound from Danny
Buttle's initial effort; before the latter
sealed matters in the final minute.

Winterton Rangers kept up the pace
courtesy of a 2-0 victory over Barton
Town, where Martin Pembleton and Josh
Walker both netted.

Ben Greche-Brooksbank set the tone
for Thackley's routine 3-0 win at Frickley
Athletic, with Aidan Chippendale and
Thomas Greaves also on the scoresheet.

Hallam also won by the same score-
line, seeing off Maltby Main thanks to Ki-
eren Watson’s double and Oliver Fearon’s
penalty on the stroke of half time.

Eccleshill United won 4-1 at Goole
thanks to two from Devonte New-
man-Morton, and contributions from
Benjamin Gordon and Kiari Vampant.

lyrwah Gooden’s brace brought Emley
a 2-0 success over Bottesford Town,
while Kayle Price was also at the double
in Golcar United’s win by the same
scoreline over Silsden.

Penistone Church and Knaresbor-
ough Town played out a 1-1 draw, while
Hemsworth Miners Welfare edged past
Handsworth thanks to Ben Gelder’s late
winner. Meanwhile, Albion Sports and
Garforth Town drew 0-0.

BEN TYLER



ETHAN'S
SHOCKS  SILKMEN

Fanusic Yellos

LEVELLER

HEART-BREAKER:

Ashton celebrate

Ethon Beckford's goal
PCTURE: Jomes Goodhall

make their point

HERE was heartbreak

for Macclesfield after

Ethan Beckford's leveller
eamed a share of the spoils
for ten-man Ashton Athletic
in a 1-1 draw at Brocstedes
Park.

A second-hall red card for
the hosts” Matthew Reld meant
momentum swung in the Silk
men's favour, something which
Kielen Adams took advantage

- -h

By Ben Tyer

of when tapping home from
Aaron Dwyer's centre,

But Athletic kept themselves
In the contest, rescuing the
game with eight minutes re
maining as Beckford rounded
the ke " Lo score

Nearest challengers Wythen-
shawe Town were held to a

A

22 stalemate after lowly Bur-
scough struck at the death,
despite Harvey Whyte and Greg
Wilkinson twice giving the
hosts the lead

Longridge Town earned
the result of the afternoon by
thrashing Lower Breck 51,
while Northwich Victoria en-
sured further misery for base
ment side Litherland REMY-
CA in a 40 rout on away soil

Daniel Cockerdine’s stop-
page-time leveller earned AFC

Liverpool a point in a 2-2 draw
at Padiham after Marcus Perry
and Ryan McKenna cancelled
out Fidan Hajdari's opener.

Congleton Town weare held
by the same scoreline at Run-
corn Town to stay third while
Joseph Duckworth was at the
double in Winsford United's
31 defeat of Avro.

Leo Riley scored twice on Fri-
day to lift Vauxhall Motors to
fourth with a 2.1 victory over
Prestwich Hevs.

bl

Brakes left
pointless by
early goals

BRACKLEY TOWN 2
(LEAMINGTON ____1_

A FIRST half double from hosts
Brackley Town ensured
Leamington finished empty
handed in this bank holiday
tussle

The Brakes came under fire
in the opening period and
struggled to cope with Town's
stranglehold on possession,
conceding just four minutes in
when Lee Ndlovu planted a
header past Jake Weaver.

A rare Dan Turner opening
was flashed wide on 22
minutes sparking a spell of
Leamington pressure where
Simeon Maye twice went close,
first with a stinging volley and
then with a header straight at
Danny Lewis.

Matt Lowe's dinked finish
doubled Brackley's lead before
the interval while Ndlovu
almost had a second the other
side of the break but for the
woodwork rescuing the visitors.

Junior English gave Paul
Holleran's troops a glimmer of
hope with an instinctive back-
heel finish three minutes from
time but it would prove too
little, too late to salvage
anything from the game.

REODITCH UTD O
TAMWORTH 2
By Ben Tyler

TWO goals in the space
of four firsthalf minutes
won Tamworth the day at
the Trico Stadium as Hen-
ri Wilder and Dan Creaney
guided the Lambs to a 20
victory.

Inafirst half full of goal-
mouth action at either end,
it was the hosts who started
most promisingly with Ki-
eran Day's first-time drive
flashing narrowly over the
crosshar following a poor
clearance. Dan Sweeney
and Curtis Hutson also
forced saves from Lambs
keeper Jasbir Singh.

Tamworth threatened
mostly down the left flank
with Wilder and Jack Con-
cannon linking up par-
ticularly well - the latter
dragging wide from a good

REDDITCH 4

LOWESTOFT TOWN 2

By Ben Tyler
REDDITCH United com-
pleted an emphatic
comeback aided by
Ahmed Ali's double.

Lowestoft left-back
Matthew Brown saw a
foray into the Redditch
penalty area rewarded
when gifted the space to
fire the ball through
Reece Francis and into
the net for a much-
deserved lead.

Despite their domi-
nance, Lowestoft were
unable to find a second,
and were made to pay
when Harry Franklin
arrived late to meet
Jordan Mills’ pass.

And Redditch found
themselves in front on
50 minutes after starting
the second half in much
brighter fashion than
they had the first.

LAMBS AT
THE DOUBLE
SHOW REDS
NO MERCY

cut-back from his team-
mate.

And it would be another
Wilder cross from the left
that led to the 32nd-min-
ute opener, when the full-
back’s centre inadvertent-
ly hit the post to evade
Kieran Boucher and crawl
across the line.

Four minutes later, a
foul on Jack Thomas in-
side the penalty area al-
lowed Lambs’ leading scor-

er Creaney to sweep home
from 12 yards.

Hutson did force a cru-
cial save in first-half stop-
page time from Singh, but
Redditch had it all to do at
the break.

A more subdued second
half followed with a long-
range Tom Rankin attempt
the closest United came to
halving the deficit.

STAR MAN: Henri Wilder (Tarmworth)
ENTERTAINMENT: % % *

COMEBACK
KIDS REDS
THANK ALl
FOR BRACE

Robbie Bunn's crisp
free-kick delivery was
glanced past Elvijs Put-
nins by the head of Ali,
before Bunn tested the
Lowestoft keeper with a
low effort from a direct
free-kick.

Leam Howards would
give the Reds some day-
light when finishing off
an excellent move that
saw an initial chance
spurned in the box;
whilst the lead was
almost extended further

when Shaquille Leach-
man-Whittingham's solo

run saw the finish
tipped away.
Shaun Bammant

headed in Lowestoft's
only second half oppor-
tunity to set up a nervy
finale for Redditch, one
that was settled when
Ali swept home his
second to cap an impres-
sive Reds display.

STAR MAN: Ahmed All (Redddch)

ENTERTAINMENT: # # % %+



REDDITCHUTD O
HITCHIN TOWN 2

By Ben Tyler

ALEX Marsh’s early
double was enough to
guide Hitchin Town to
a fourth victory of the
season and condemn
lowly Redditch United
to further misery.

The Reds were left
shell-shocked when
the visitors took a
third-minute lead, cour-
tesy of Marsh's close
range finish from Jhai
Dhillon’s cross.

The Canaries dou-

bled their lead six
minutes later when
Jack Green's cross

was flicked on inside
the penalty area, with
Marsh alert to volley
high into the net past a
helpless Kieran Bouch-
er.

Dhillon continued to
cause havoc and almost

MARSH AT

THE DOUBLE
TO FURTHER
REDS WOES

made it three shortly after,
skipping past a Redditch
player before sending his
effort wide of the far post.
Ian King’s men finally
posted their first effort
on target on the half-hour
mark when Romario Mar-
tin held off a defender
before forcing a low save
from Charles Horlock.
That was as close as the
hosts came to salvaging
anything in the first half,
but they grew into the
game after the restart.

But when it came to ap-
plying thefinishing touch,
the Reds were found lack-
ing, with Martin fluffing
a golden chance late on
from Callum Coyle’s first-
time cross.

Late drama saw Horlock
shown a straight red for
handling the ball outside
of the area, but there was
little time for the hosts to
take advantage.

STAR MAN: Jhai Dhillon (Hitchin)
ENTERTAINMENT: + % %

=4 50LIHULL MOORS ¢

Ball 2, McCallum 59

S DAGENHAM &R 1

Grant 20

RETURN OF
THE MAC IS
MUSIC TO

TIM'S EARS

MATCH-WINNER Paul
McCallum was hailed by
his manager Tim Flowers

after his second-half head-

er gave Solihull Moors all
three points against the
blunt Daggers.

The 26-year-old was
back amongst the goals
for the first time since
mid-August after an
injury lay-off, pushing the
Moors to within a point of
the play-off places.

“Let’s be honest - we've
missed him,” Flowers

said. “He was playing real-

ly well early in the season,
we went down to Woking
and he picked up a groin
issue, and we couldn’t get
him on the

By Ben Tyler

ball on a plate for the alert
Ball to plant a header past
Elliott Justham into the
bottom-left corner for an
almost instant lead.

It was a rare highlight
for an otherwise forgetta-
ble first 20 minutes, until
the visitors equalised
through Grant, who got
down low to meet Alex
McQueen's deep free-kick
and direct the ball into the
far corner of the net.

Moors responded
positively with a number
of half-chances falling to
McCallum, who glanced
a looping ball from Gavin
Gunning narrowly wide

pitch, before Sa‘m-
“We ing within
finally got to MATCH STATS inches of
the root of it SOLIHULL v DAGENHAM meeting
andhe'shad g SHOTS ON T, Callum
some rest ARGET 2 Howe's
and recovery 6  SHOTS OFF TARGET o low, (h'i}}l-’etﬂ
i cross-shol
;ﬁ;}l i[: :nd 2 CORNERS 2 across the
medicalde- 3 OFFSIDE 0 DPenalty
partment 8 fousconceer 7 g
managed 2 YELLOW CARDS 2 whena
to welcome 0 RED CARDS 0 clear chance
him back P came to
mand ¢ GomertomeRae®e | 0
youcan unnn| torer 6, Ball 7 (Hawkr 1ai,
believe how % g a;"s'.;,’s”‘“:“"::, ey l'];m t{til_uk it,
?ellghmd Willams, Hnnc?: IN?l;r“E p;ii 11_1gta
am to see Justhy poin
him- he'sa 5{%‘3&2&? ;f‘é?&“&‘lé edisen %&s étrﬁgg;t
top centre- obsor 7). Robinson 6; Kandi 2esley
fotp"\\'zu‘d GJOEJ'QE‘;P 2% csi:g; :&m‘ across
andagood  Elefetheriou, Wood used:  Justham and
into the bot-

player.”

NORTH WEST COUNTIES

CITY of Liverpool edged their

top-of-the-table encounter with
Congleton Town 2-1 thanks to Craig
Cairmns' 55th minute winner, extending
their lead at the top to six points.

And title rivals Runcorn Town main-
tained their grip on third place despite
having to settle for a 1-1 draw with
mid-table Irlam.

The viewing of the day was probably
to be found at Wincham Park as
Northwich Victoria were edged out 3-
2 by fourth-placed Bootle, despite the
away side blowing a three-goal lead.

Burscough handed out a 5-0 drub-
bing to Abbey Hey thanks in part to a
brace from Connor Findlayson, whilst
Carl Grimshaw's hat-trick earned
Charnock Richard all three points in a
4-0 romp of Litherland REMYCA.

Winsford United claimed a crucial
victory against Padiham, a David Short
hat-trick and a Jack Tinning goal earn-
ing a 4-1 victory to move further away
from relegation trouble.

Whitchurch Aiport fell to a 2-0
defeat to relegation-threatened West
Didsbury & Chorlton, James
Coombes and Lee Gavin scoring.

Joshua Nicholson's strike gave
Ashton Athletic a narrow victory over
lowly Hanley Town, pushing the home
side up to 13th. Barnoldswick Town's
clash with 1874 Northwich was post-
poned and the match between Squires
Gate and Silsden came to an abrupt
end due to a power failure.

BEN TYLER
 Asec tom corner:
ond-minute opener from Alex Gudger almost

midfielder James Ball
gave the hosts the dream
start, before Dagenham
hauled themselves on lev-
el terms 18 minutes later
through Reece Grant's
diving header.

“T thought from there
on in, we were camped in
and we just couldn’t get
that finishing touch,” said
Flowers. “The message at
half-time was not to get
frustrated and to keep
putting balls in behind.

“Ultimately, we thought
the goal might come and
obviously it did, we hit the
bar, we had one chalked
off - God only knows why

“In the end I think it
was a deserved victory.”

Danny Wright put the

sealed the win with a
header against the bar
from a corner kick, while
Joan Luque clipped the
goal frame late on with

a first-time attempt
down the other end - the
visitors' only effort on
goal other than Grant's
leveller

Frustrated Daggers
manager Peter Taylor
pointed to two defensive
lapses that cost his side,
and said: “You can't lose
concentration like we did
in those moments.

“We remained in the
game but two errors have
cost us in the end.”

STAR MAN: Joke Beusiev (S Moors)
AT 1.2

ENTERYIINMEHI‘ *t
REFEREE: Jomes Beil

fl SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS

LUIS Collier's brace was enough

to earn leaders Tring Athletic a
2-0 win at Arlesey Town and wrap up
eighth successive win.

Following a goalless first half, Collier
was on hand to break the deadlock,
tapping the ball into an empty net after
a teammate’s header hit the post. He
then doubled the lead three minutes
later to keep Tring perched on top of
the division.

Their aftemoon was made sweeter
by news of second-placed Newport
Pagnell Town's 6-1 humbling at Har-
efield United. Jim Burnside cancelled
out Luke Baldwin’'s stunner for the
hosts, before Richard Paquette's brace
and a Tash Jordan strike put Hare-
field in pole position. Sam Shaw then
compounded Newport's misery with a
second-half double.

London Colney’s struggles continue
following a 7-1 thrashing at Crawley
Green, with Mark Bunker, Oluwanimilo
Ajigbolamu and Phil Draycott adding to
Sam Holmes' hat-trick.

Goals from Cole Butler, Codi Spav-
ins, Lorrell Smith and Alex Carbonnier
took Biggleswade United to a 4-1
victory over Broadfields United, with
Rex Kimona netting for the visitors.

Aylesbury Vale Dynamos came
from behind to win by the same margin
against Baldock Town.

Andrew Brennan's 90th-minute
winner earned Oxhey Jets a 3-2
comeback win, despite trailing twice
to Dunstable Town, while Eynesbury
Rovers, Leverstock Green, Colney
Heath and Potton United all won.

BEN TYLER



Saltmen left
frustrated
by back-log

FOOTBALL: MARK Owen says his
Diroitwich Spa side are in the frusteats
o of having 1o bide their tme

g eateh-up in their West Midiands
[Ih'xmn.l!b League fxtures.

The Ty ma have been
the stamd-out team o this
2nson, um they are "t oF Ty ales o
0 pa

o

Having played vive
thre, ganies fewer € 5,
ves the backlog will be 2 B
dia o Saltanen, w § another
Eame postponad list weekend wive

their home meeting with Bustieholme
was ealled off,
“The disappointing thing is not ha-

ing the opportunitics to
the board with th
weeks,” he said,
“As a manager, ¥ou can only look at
the pumber of games played and not the
number of poinis. Having these games
et S 1o accun

sel polnts on
wenther i recent

e teams bcked in the title
Wellington A

host Droitwich on Saty
crucial cncoumae
While the Spa boss views the fixture
s an imporiant one for the sutcome
the season, he remaing keen 1o tre:
clash with the same

o

¥

and some Lricky thes in the feague,
Owen said.

“Last year was a craay game Iw”m
Wellington|], there were eight g
and twe red cards [in an 840 win for
Draritwich] but U'm expecting nothing of
the same this weekend.

“Looking at the weather forceonst it's

2 to b ol we'll propare as wi

|||l: i you wi

1 your

closest

t rivals t does send out o g
nal to |lw rost ur rlm league,
way 1 loak l- loak at
il is only on weve

#ot to make sure that we ireat the afher

o i Tully-fit siquad avail-
able to him for the trip to the Telford
hosts,

Colts Reds
in cup final

N uul onto the wuh. with
Il!:l. :M Ulﬂu m Brandsford

sword at the d Oenum
ﬂw\h 1o & stunning Ashley Preece
hat-trick in addition o strikes from
Ryan Te 2 d Joo Wykes.
an
Spoﬂ.i::‘l U12 Colts earned &

WI;:I!! vz Dwum i

merlnbard (-r,
Thee 33 t" third-placed

and

ml?vm'aww s Iulun
der- ﬂoﬂde.bmlg‘.ﬂ‘)ﬁﬁ
I-ﬂwll!.eﬂnr\-

E-mail
sport@bromsgrove

standard.co.uk with
your sports news,
reports and pictures.

TENNIS: BROMSGROVE t: |n ur‘- Imnn

work of bottom-

with n 8.2 vict

the Herefordshi

Women's Winter League on Sunday.

4 Bromsgrove were
1 o

en l.ﬂly Kenward amd L
feston | Elaine Fleming am
Smith in stralght sets B3, G4,
Sophie Cormelius and Joan MeGregor

bullt on the carly advantag
Jennifer Poole ad M
before the lromsgrove pair went
down 61, 7-0 to Fleming and Smith in
the third rubber.

[ i Weston then put the
th. P

Parsons o

Bro:nmfme © won by the sa
margin in Men's Division Four i
wwny to Bewdley

THe SIEIVaTY, FTRY vRNUaTY A% aVev

Bromsgrove take early control to lord it agalnst Manor

748 suceess In the open-
|,|>c: for Uk visitors" Sim
ilstone and Pete Morris against
David Meck and Michael Rosoman got
the ball rollin,

Bewdie:
Everley pre the
wcunul u\:\uh allh iy B nm.nm-
=l n

Anor tosingt the opening se, Ti
Wright and Dan Andrews came back to

. before losing their
2, B3 to Meek and

win 2 3,
second |!|1I< 1

Rosomal
Hot.shots Hallstone and Morris
ris and Everey with
encounter, winning

rmu-q,mn WEE OW U 0 e
gni in the able, level an points with
I beit having played a

feh €
r ||mre-.

Dan hails Boars’ ‘best
display of the season’

Ly Ben
ben tylerdibulivanimedia com

RUGBYUNION: I)A\I’fmin‘mubh
labelled ast weekend's 27-15 away
bonus-point win at Bridgnorth as
Bromsgrove's biggest result of the
Midlands Premier season so far.

The fifth-placed Boars ousted  their
rivads, who are rﬂnlﬂl i comvineing fash-
bon at the Edgar Davis Ground, much
b part 1o o dominan fest-half showing
which left the visitors 17-3 ahead a0 the
break,

A lnnu of tries from Tom Sa
and or Ed Spadding and J
Tharme t‘r et the bulk of the |I-I||L- i
Shropshere, with Will Hurris two
conversions amd a penally to “nllmlﬂr
the scoring,

Protherough wis delighted with u n|n|||
win of the season for Jhs =4 ook
particular satisfaction from the |$\ﬁ'|u-.|~!'
wlklu mqm«l throughous M-

':I think most will feel it wis our best
performance of the season s a whole
tean,” b said,

e win against Shellield wowards the
start of the season was albso satisdying, but
Birbbgnorth put us under real pressune and

our ddefenoe stayed firm - § was a really
good Team effort.

1 think a resalt like that has been com-
ngz. We showed i against Sheflield and for
Lo mmmmuwum\x iuumn:llr recenily. so

It wa u. oanr of not !.-umg oer st

Muddy hell, that
was a battle to get
the points - Blair

RUG&'Y UNION: COACH Blaie Hunter
i3 the treachenous conditions at the
m,m ‘Mitebell Memwsrial Grownsd provents

exl Droitwich foom winning their clash

against basement side Kidderminster

Carolinns mone comfortably last week-

cnd

e Monners were 14
lancls One Weest fixture, putting

an end to their run of four sucoessive

victors

et st
while Nat Maginds dded the anhm-qul'nl
conversion and njg; RI kl-!l E ety

werited o more Mnmdlkﬂum.ml wics
nst the league’s whippirgs boys,
ok been ddry, we probably uu»uh‘

ir

luw won that game by 20 or 26 paints,”

he said.

“The phtch w o great leveller for both
they've vistly ul\lmvwd rm..

n th s

shddes, o
our [43-19] win et

“It was & Bocal derhy
bt they played to th
tiad s e (£ bt nip 7 i ek T
a1 times,

“Our serunimage was pretty good, the
line-outs were: decent. They scored st

wfter some Interceptions to take the
against the nm of pl

“We turned things around and loked
Hike the Droftwich of old, plcking and
drtving untlh we went under the post
Tt wans s fairly chour game Tecarse
of the conditions but full credit to
!\.M\mun.ax r.”

o) woach, whio asabsts
Worcester Wasriars and Monmers direetor

Hyan Bawer on the sidefines,
will b & difficult eask in the fix-

athead.
pattom Droitwich take & break
this werkend and returm Lo action with
 trip to second-placed Lichfield nest

)
Viuntar i, however, confident the chub
will steer well elear of the relegation zone
i : thedr bomse urf o fortres.

n all hoaesty there are probably enly
four o five winaable games left this soa-

s

n,” he said.
“Midlands One West ks a very, vory
difficult beague, onwi anore whio sy -
Ferently is wron "t‘ et only g0t o Jory
semadl seqund, 5o ..mm( Four of five Inju-

Fles really bnpact:
=Any :mmvmumum we play will

pline slips ami leaving nothing In the tank
it the end of the game. Bridgnorth had ten
to 15 minutes of pressure at 1 but
we didn’t relent 21 all defensively,”

Lt weekerd's encounter proved the
third and firnl mateh in o row against
top-four side for Bromsgrove.

Kidderminster, in black, find no wa

rearguard. Picture by Marcus Mll!go

ol our pictures, visit www. buyphol

be extremely competitive

through the sturd
ns 042
8247 com

harge inte Bnegnoﬂh l.mrilt'.\ryI
Picture by Andy Jepson.

“You WL\\ mu‘ w challenge Uwse

poady | 3 ¥

E i slogipy |n-n’-m1mn o a q-mm

nninsdset In any .
“We shouldn't have lost some of the

s that we lave, esgecially in some of

[ _{‘n\allml\wr © been in.

‘o've got a weekend off now before
Broadstreet on [Saturday] Febnury
They'l I‘I"Iu' " l\'ﬂ.Lr bigg challengie bt one

e

ﬂm ‘4\ are pol In action, the
wolved in o semi-final in
Hands Heserve League Cop against
nians ot Firstall Road on Saueday

)~ a fixture which the Boars ol z‘[

the Mid
Luct,
i

will bee keeplig @ close eye on
“Myself sl quite 2 few
w e

e
also had &

be
their wenalfina. They 3
withagebor o

win_ agains Bridg
Protherough sidded

“The opposition  they're  golng up
agalreg will be very tough, They've boen
the beieclmark for second teams iy
Midlands.

Droitwich

02MMR1 To order copies

we'll probably beat the [Hes of O3
e Afd

ul we'll be
it

capable o winniig any of o
3o T e we'll 0 charof

Fholing ahtad, Newbotd and Stoke
will probibly be 16 towgh for s, bt

a2 howme.
“If you kook ot our results we've only
n& m. matches by less than soven points
otk hanve i against the fikes of
Ilm ford [ 20-17 boses ]

In-form top two power to biggest victories of the week

POOL: CON G wins for the top
two in the Mid-West Prembership mean
the pletre stayed
1 the !In:lluu
wlers Barlow Mow bumped up
their lead ! the top to 15 paints after
the biggest win of the weck,
out 8.1 winners on home turf
WM

Second-placed Masons All Chalked
Up ren
forward

uin in the chase after o stralght-

1 umph  agabnst 1 1the
s, while \t"\'

hird pla

Balt
ond-bottom The ‘i[.u and Garte:
l|n|>1|r|l Wessle Wandere) the way Iu

their aw:
losing
\L'cmu- move up twe places o ninth,
I 0" Asbo's saw ighth-placed
I .p Prm' in an_entertaining w
ki cm in fourth and « \the
..rnm— |-.|,||-m-

¢ fixture on Wednesday nighs,

e Doverdale Arms and The Pilkar of
I)n-\mn sk r.m. and sixth respect v

w0 it wais o surprise that their encoun-
ter was also closely fought.

A B4 win in favour of the vishing
f of Dreams for
down to

ma Was pol the st
the hosts in o match

dreans sty Gfih on &
po il Armiis just a sin
gle point hehind |I| sixtl

FALE 30
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Kye flying high as B&R women take third place

ATHLETICS: LAURA KYTE continued
her impressive form with & second-
placed fin for Bromsgrove & Redditeh
Athlet] b in the third and peoul
timate Women's Midinnd and Men's
Bira ¥ untry League moe

b
il

Abbey Country
the fiag, 1wl v\dlcriluggl'il cour
soon turned Into & quagmire, meaning
fast mum were completely out of the

ne win each in the previoas
L ton's

abvantage on the first

Keen gained the
tap and she managed to hobd her lead as
Kyte finished second some 15 seconds

behind.

s 1T-year-old Beth Sykes, whe is
competing in her fiest senior season, ran
nui first junio
e Natnsha
3 m b and
th respectively, bringing BER home
in an excellent third place behind
Kuneaton and Tipton Harriers,

Jo Hounsell-Hardy continued  her
return to form to finish in 781
lowed by Dagmar Prin
Charlotte Ball in 185th.

Lers.

A depleted men's team consisting of
only 10 athletes was the smallest BER
had ficlded in nearly a decad
tesre. et up 10 negotiate th ¥
rme chisrned up by the girls, with

hardly any firs grotnd undetioot to be
found.
In a vain 1\«.-..“ m avold the m
e off from the

u.m ||m| Yoo ihe ently
& Appleto, the only hon-velcran
among the team, was unsurprisingly the

pack unkil the

Lauvra Kyte in action at Coombe Abbey. B&R's women's leam were met with cold conditions! Right: lan Keyle is a member of the *100 Club’,

above the relegation zone with one race BER's Junioes competed s Nuneaton
remaining. in the West Midland Young Athletes
he event was a special eecasion for  Cross Country m.gu- -uui pride of place
an Keyte as he completed his cemtury  went to the und,
Leagise races, heeoming The team foak first Dlau\ for the thisd
= first mem:  consecutive league race and look well
o become team champlons when
5 the final fixture bs held on Fobruar
nly four races  Alfersley Stadium in Wolverh:
Fear, POt It 10g Keyte considerably Leading the
.n-|-|x1¢-| his first race in Bovins in thind
support from W
Homllr;‘ (11thy, Wil
i Sanders (14
Mawdsley ('.uem. :mn “\‘\
and Josiph Val
. In other age h!\lllp\\ lm—r;» M-c«mk!
ent

first back In 2 respectable 41t p
followed by Kevin Fisher in £ ‘{li:
Andy Freeman managed (o outkick
Bl-ye u oll Calvin Scoltock as the duo r
[Im\ll(‘«l r \Ih and b rer

Full junior results - Ui1 ﬂr“g‘:‘m
Fangor . 26th, Caswell . Kara
o Gharion 8 755, Coitin

IIn' leagus

age i
Anthony Warner in 120th making the
scoring six for the nm thme to complete
the veam.

The final four runners were Seott
Beverley (142nad), Tan Keyte (1661h),
Dean Hartshorne (178:th) and John
Searle (200th) om of a field of 237
finishers.

With so many of the regular runners
missing, B was always going to be dif-
ficult and unfortunately BER finished in
EAth and last place on the day, It leaves
them Lith in the series - one place

team

was

her |
To uivion 1o this, Kegto hus complet-
loucester Cr

ed many races n the
Country League as
the annual County,
Cross Country Champioaships.

The chuls held & Apeelal presenta
for Keyte before 1l 3
meant o matior what Tappencd he m‘u
o finish?

E25

lll
M

Boars

more ruthless after
leaders show way

RUGBY UNION: DIRECTOR of
rughy Dan Protherough says lessons
ill be learned from Bromsgrove's
home defear 1o Midlands
ier leaders Bournville last
v\\:\'kl‘"ll

b first ry, B
were swopt askde i e hu.-r Ao as
the vislitors reconbed o 14th win from 14
leagie matelies,
herough believes the ruthbessness

of their opponents was the difference
between the two sides,

“1 think it wies a close-run game, and for
B3 minutes 1 thought we were the better
sidde,” e sadil,

“They wore more effbcient than 1, they
won o namber of battles and cvery te
they ot 0t onr red 2one ey scoted,

“Three o o given away for silly
Incidents which cost s But fulr play to

urged to be

got close ax Bourns pinned them in their
S

In the last 10 minutes the home
side imploded under proessure from the
Bourmville forwnrds siwl strong running in
s what good sides do = thoy take  the backs caed havor,
e chances. Mikey Ho showed gres strengh o
e ogame wis @ Jot closer than hald off a high tackle from Drew Harper,
sooreline suggested In the end, It was  who saw yellow, ad seored in e comer
Jisst @ lesson foF us i terms of @King 0uF  for a fourth try, well comverted by Mitch
chances, and in conceding them.” M
After To flor's opening ey for the
ot was cancelled out by James Weaver,
Ben Tibletes sconed & second uncomented
=T B nlxlnm-_lwfun the break to give

han.

won afler replacerment Torn Burrows

danced his wary L the Boars Hoe
Another high tackle )rlkm meant

Bourmwille jisst needed 1o play the numbers

Bromsgrove's Ed Spaldlng Ieoks to glide past four Bournville players,
Picture by Andy Jepson,

But the Ju ars” chiel ks looking

[m

ol “We can see that we're ot far off, but

Bourmy s eaud a1 buald: gamme and Cwen Will sealed the win byt rising (o hallenge, amlu We'll 1 tlink one of the big things that we've
Addam Cives’ eonverted score extembed  diving over for their siah try as their 100 have pla lpvd e tog thres -Idv- thiee  bewrmned ks the need o ralse fiiness levels
the \'lsulm-t lewd 1o 17-5 after intes  per cont winning record eontinue weeks in & row now. next sesson. | think we're 10 or 20 per
but the gap wis cut to five points when A tHp w0 third-pliced lmw.qnh on “They're all b 1 bt winnalde games. oo off where we peed 1o be,”
n Pricst touched down from & quick  Sagurday ( pan) s the fixtures do  Poor mistakes hive cond us in two of them Drew Hlarpes bs the only doubt for this
I:IV. with the extras added by Will Harris. L gzet Ay easber for Bromsgrove, whoane  but we want to br challenging these sides  wockend's clish a1 Bridgnorth, having suf-
e,

n
That was the Inst time the bome tean  fifth in the

o 1’5 all & good experience for us. fered » shoulder injury,

Barley Mow
power ahead

POOL: LEADERS Barley Mow have
extended their bead on top of the Mids
West Fro:nu-rmup o 15 points after
'Sl POl of matches in the
Droltwich Pool Leigue.

m side The
e

Ihl‘ lﬂ]i-lwu Ilﬁ thedr in
at The Dovey, while ifle
Ir«lhfrm&ﬂwl Wessie Wanderers as a
result of their 6.3 triumph.

The Star & Garter got u'u- !.. oter u!’
1I|r Hope Pole 54 wi

e Sl Axba's and The Pilar

e e e dur

Bromsgrove B left searching for first victory

TENNIS: BROMSG Iil’J\
il awaitingg thekr firss

11 Men's Division Ten East, Droftwich F
hawe their sighes set o 3 top-two finish after

s B Il-\m ane David Lloyd Bromsgrove B alsy tst-

ol @ B4 defeat, golg down to rivals David

LA m!\ (hnl-llru:\ is on for nmmw
Hvision 1] East after an 82

o or 1 Wamens. Terdfonishire. 8 d Worcester B in Women's Division  thrashing Dovid Lioyd Worcester [ 5.2 3 o

\Lurcn&r‘\lhrr \\xmlrl' league afler & $4  Six Enst Jomuthan Carter and Danjel Bal Hosts Bromsg; stumbled i

ddefiat at Ross-onWye A, Bromsgrove's Heather Wersocki and  kicked procesdings by beating  opening match, s Harrison Lea and fri
Hannal i’ AR Kelly Kenward  Amanda Jukes lost their firsd mbber | Worcester's Tobt and Wilkiam Parke Taylor went dewn G4, d 1o

snrt after 63 to Alson Hanson and Clakre Parkes e Droitwich temmmates Mart)

ot the vishons o 1o & Lelgd 4 and Philip Robirson, )
their -2, 3 defear <,r Val Dhwvies hougl Deborah Pegler and  Wendy ,\nl:IIK '|l||l Nigel Hughes saw ||rr Anidrow Momentum then ;‘wnc]lcd in
atd Bl Saimitsa. bas Hothpul Soah  Gonohil Tobde AMANLS, B oo olmes and Jumes Raymes 61, Bromsgrove’s favour when i 1

then Il.uldhj out o
u-u 6 (rul hwu.lu e Hodmes anel Rayne
Hromsgrove's oget duo lost i Bt Adamns and Higghes were unable 1o
n more stralghtforward terms 60,  clinch a fourth win for Droltwich, going

Watson and Combe, so0 qujw dlewm 62 !r» the Parker brothers in

tund Bt on secuned
Vl.q-ll 1,,.m\l Paul Bearbey .m! oy Law.
and Taylor did fined success in
their -mmd rubber, beating Bearley and
Lo 6 before Hope and larton

Dezke and Manda Rieman overturmed the
seares by beal Ilz Rebecea Smith and Joan
McGregor &

Anne Watson and Stephanie Combe 64,
0, 62,

i sets -1, 65 boss for
TeROT against U hoas: dhio

i
rdhiill's. 6-1,

.srhm.n nd Sainders then Followe. nd -1 suwocess against  the final rubbe wrapped up |>il>u\‘l|ru\ aganst I'm her
W 0.2, 02 iansom aed Parker was ot enoagh fo sead Droiwich v niw sit secand i the el Hobinsoa, winaing B-

but  an overnd] victo cagise on 24 po points behind Second-placed  Bromsgrove . i

Bromsgrove enided up on w o Dit, Eromsgoove moved up to filth inthe  leaders Barmt {.mn. albein having played with a game

points belind Worcester 1
.

to stay second-bottom in the table., stanalings deapite the Joss. @ g bess, i

Send your sports reports and pictures to sport@bromsgrovestandard.c



Lill-Rose Hunt plctured after
her successiul outing at the
Worcestershire and Herefordshire
Junior Girls” County Goll
Champlonship in July last year.

Lili-Rose wins
double award

GOLF: BROMSGROVE School pispil Liti-
Rome Hunt scooped the Worcestershire

Coumty Champloredipy Gross aml
Wircestershire

ATHLETICS: ANNUAL
Worcester: Athletic
Associntion  Cross  Country
Championships a2t Warley

Woods proved te be a lappy
hunting ground for Bromsgrove
& Redditeh Athletie Club's top
talents,
The undulating course pr
larly good und
conditions despite the
wet weather and. on
what was a bright and sinny
. BER athlctes revelled in
the conditions 1o bag many
lmll\uhlal and team medals.

i llw(‘ ‘\)‘a- first Face
Wil Pridden took
gold, Sam Hembry s
Willems Hembary b .
was uisurprising the trio took  From left: Under-13
o wellabeserved n-am e champions Willem
Hot on thelr heols wos
Nathan Sanders who finished ay with team siver,  Beth
fifth, with Josh evinx o Ty,

close sixth, and Spencer Mayme
completed oo race in 20th

of mr glory, thi

toak aa evcellent. toam gold
the next mee as Hannah

n..l‘- finished fourth, Philippa
o fifth and Am

B, Lk

wl Iirﬂ'(urd\lun‘-lmlﬁu Girls' 1\>«M)’
Chasnpbonship and IS titles, be

ingt fousth in the girls' County Chamgéon of
Charm

Those suceesses were enough to quatify

for the European Champlonship finals
ke, Spain, where she finkshed 17ih
wam # call-up to the regional
mamu seolf s,

Hunt was also
“Certifiate of Outstanding Achieveme
ot the i was hostesd n;
Kings

urds nigtht, w
Yorton Golf Club,

Barley Mow
extend lead

POOL: Tll s first -«i nl 2020 fixtures
in the Dro cague brought
ne e haulxr at the I|\;| nf the Misl “1'~|l
Premicrship.

Table-topping Barley Mow racked up
their 1th win of the campaign with

success over The Dovey to extend

§ 1o 15 points, The Dovey drop
to ninth in the standings.
Masons All ( |.uno. d U " stay on a title

\nmc seoreline against The [luu‘nlnk‘
Arm:

'ﬁu result ur the wiek

reanms

rrs The Star N Garter,

which was .-m.n,,iu to move them into

Apndouti.
whi

4

A narrow dctary for DWMC took
them past Wessle Wandore vhile The
Hop 1 Ilad Imir i»rr:! i disposing
2 to earn n-u-m:u far
the season,

1ith,

s Pespectivel

for
hoys and girls both

b Pu
mlll!l and Harry Ihlxllu 10t
I

There were no tean prizes

bt -mlu ul-ul gobd

Um'n Alenkn  group
m L

girls had Esme
ng ndividual gold,

The
team silver,

and U200 women h} and
i

embry, Will Pridden and Sam Hembry and

kes in the older age
younger sister  ful
AEori S0 el

Al

ury
becen Newland ran

o of men took  to
led by Harrison

club's sens
mmru athlete:
to h.ul to then deliver their own
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U13s start medal spree for B&R

20 women's champion

medals to round off a siccess:
w's racing for b
1T Fieily, e e

ol
taalia
cnrried the
women's senjonmasiers eam
with Warringion

he

whllu‘ Ialtr “illnl'lll and Lauren 1al intividual gold
Coates finished fifth and sev- Mayne who alse picked up  Vaughan bronze in the “' IIJ
cnth respectively to coment the  an bae sal silver. Luke age aeoup. In the s
" Richardson and Harry Williams Hounsel-Hardy Mn
5 girl finished  fourth  and ~placed finish
Dyer, finished well pla c WED  group  Jane

Anderson finished sixth_and
Charlotte Ball, in the W0
seroup, was just outsdde an i
vidual medal in fourth place,

Just

irls” team champlons Philippa Taylor, Hannah Dale and Amelie Ranger; Ill‘:g;!-!3 boys” team

Although there were no indi-
vidwil mednls for the senlor/
masters men, the club’s first
six finishers earned a
team bromee.

FB«II s, J\ml; Freen

Ath,
Ivin Scolta A0th  and

ners,

fih,
Report complled by B&R
chairman Len Quartly.

Boars told to be on top of
their game to face leaders

RUGBY UNION: DIRECTOR of
rugly Dan Protherough says a disci
plined performance will be required
against l.lb] omxr* Ih\lm ille on
v ]
u:m- nr the calendar

first lmum l'-
year,
The Boars started 2020 with an 18-12
Toses suwany 1 ShefMeld, with fries from Sam
Bastock and Ed Spalding = one of which
wis converted by Wil Harrks — not enough
1o geuidle the visitors 10 a ninth win of the
Midiands Premier season.
Bromesgrove sit fifth in the table on 41
points but Bouwrmville, 12 poins clear a1
the top, head to Finstall Road looking 1o
maintain their 1 por cent winning recond
after ril-l.klliﬂ 1 #th win from 135,
“It would be nice o et & blg crowd
down 'L&‘-I-IN Bournville side who have
bad 3 good start fo the season,” sl

0 they
‘-lk»l.llﬂ e fior the masey that they've spent.
The team will have to work hard and be
atisciptined, we'll hanve o be on fop of our
B

e,

“We've got two of the top three in the
Tl twn wivks, s we sart that
Fun with a ,.:mn result.”

akes bitde solace

Monners bid to
bounce back

RUGBY UNION:
ching

DROITWICH RFC will
Immediate response
2017

defrat to
it Kenilworth on

who are fy

Addam Pecw's sic
feart from their
at the hands of Whitchurch,

Send your reports
and pictures to

sport@bromsgrove
standard.co.uk

¥ sy

v earning o losing bonus ;u.m i
peydale Park last weekend,

iregated his desire to always mm for a
muimi return from every game.

Ly Bon Tyler
ben tyler

aranimedia com

"T'm not oo worried [about the losing
bontis poiml,” he said.
fer than noling, but our fins priority is

s o by el wisy

"SP4 happits thoa the o bonus poiat

wway I order 10 win e, th

vt it first
Christmivs it wits a really positive performe

e

“We just ran ot of steam in the second
half. We bost that bithe bit of energy.

It was a real battle, so it was disap-
pointing to lise afier that fisst-half per-
formance.”

The Bromsgrove chief belleves his
teoops will be beter for ahe first post-
Christrnas. run-ou ahiingg:
hard time arownd Christmas with colds and
vinges golng anund,

“Fitness s ot where it needed lu Ix'
to malntain the tempo of the fir
Sheoffield squeczed us a liatle bit and m.m.
agedd 10 EA'I the win as a result,
ith the lads that wene

misgrove are hopfil of having a
flly-fit sauad to choose from on Saturday,

though there is doubt over the.
of Hugh Lockhan.

I:1 lrracoror Ed leaves
as he makes his way tewards the try line.

player for dead
Plclum by Andy Jepsan.

Bromsgrove A strengthen grip on top spot

TENNIS: BAMPANT Bromsgrove
A stormed to 2 10-0 whitewash of
Bewdley to continue thelr Division Two
tithe charge in the Herefordshire and
Woreestershire Men's Winter League,
Asa result, Bromsgoove ane 14 goins
clear of secondplaced Beekford having
played .
i Rl and nuks-u..»a: -n the tone
with a 640, €1 win over Bew il
Hugehess and Mike Sorey in the it match.
Tht athor Bromsgrove pairing of
Adan Dudek and Oliver Stratfoed won
e scareline in the rub

g sk going

&, G-
52, -1 triumpl by Dhadek and
Stratford then rounded off the thrashing

Bromsgrove's C teani wene
s forturate In their Diviston
derby at leaders Droliwich €

T ||.|||I('
parr I
lesimg H

Pete Morris and Simon ihil-«‘llw [
from a set down b T

o win

Tt that wits as good a:g:l #oa for
Eromsgrove, with their secont |.mru.,_..:
s bt
e el Ben Stecl,
Fotlowed by o 62, G0 defeat 3t the hasds
of Bates and Sarviegul
Mare fight was \Iluwn in the final rub-
ber In an aitempt to reseoe 3
Morris and Hadlstone were unable to
e first set, eventually

. Bromsgrove C have
ved up 1o founh,

Elsewhere, sixth-placed David

doyd

e a ]
10-0 win at Bewdiey C in Division Six

I
saicoess over Roderick Gethins :|)<I i“'ull
Aston.
Jnmie Mason and Jonathan Botha then
s -;tl Paul Marshall and Martin Lester
13,

ot
Botha followed in the third rubber, beat-

ruliber o soc o

romped

L
A Broakes and Les
o i el runng with

e strulghtesets win for Mason and

ctliine and Aston in @ fi=1, 75 wi

ptha then joined Lindsay for the
arahal sl Lest

B840 to comgrounm Bewidloy's

feh aglnst Kevan Ash
aind Clirs Smith i FbBer one s the Visk
o made 4 bright stan.

victary ngadnst Phillip W
Mark Alexander, n'ftm' the Droitwich

A real spectacle was on dum- in
Division Ten Easd on Sunday, n
Bottomisice Droitwich G |:.nzw-| hosts
\l\c:JIL'me 1 alf the way before going
down

ik,
poudhonise Al

i1 triumpl o

PIRE. Sheivweive

TRy ey 3y

Al

That was our biggest win
ever to go top, roars KeIIy

FOOTEA

B:omsgmyn Sporting 1

Tamworth 0

Soulnom League Premier Contral
port by Ben Tylar and Max Sanner

KDAN  Kelly  says  Bromsgrove
ting's win wie Tamworth to take
them top of the table was the biggest in
the chib's histo -:

Leon Broadhurst's 58th-minute b

er, coupled with a saperhuman display
by goalkecper Daniel Platt took the
Rouslers 10 the summit of the league

for the first time in I]wlr debut season
a1 Stop Three,
Previous s ]

three ganes in ]land on S
that ed littte to a
whase side have compteted e @.mq..

over teir rivils.
e win s the Iilguwl result the

"

r11|lwu|lh sl have
(mg 1|mm;h

club’s ever had,” said the Bromsgrove
manager.
were going lito the o o2
un the red-fot |

A the blg crowd backing ws

Tom Taylor was imperious for
Sporting. Piclures by David Besloy.

and to take six_ points off them in the
same season i fantastic, I'm absolotely
delighted with the Fads.”

The opening chance of the game
fell the way of the <|mm »Iu e Dan
Crean #o clear

through on goal, Chl- Lo e Geated by

Plaat, P
time, ¢

ant W.‘!'l ot O
caring with his feet this time
e forward  haud lm.m: o way
through Bromsgrove’s defenc

Tt chanees fhon fol for Tamworth's
Rilal Yafal midway through the half, but
he fabled 1o test Bromsgrove's ciustodian
Platt with cither attempt.

-imlllhu(» first real chance of n
half-hour ma
ilr[\tmrr Tom Taylor ha
from close-range kept out following a
Greg Mills freekick.

In the final five minites of the half,
two further opportunities for Creane:
went to waste. The first, o strike off-tar.
was followed by a second attempt
which was hit straight at Plag

The first opening of the second
fell 1o Sporting’s Gift Mussa, but

I' il dli

e

mbs stopper abir
Singh, before Tamworth's Rhys Hoenes
also [Illkr| v test Platt from o good

Yhe breakihrouith. goal -cane
approaching the hour mark, Mills' froe-
Kick ingo the penally area was ficked on
by a Tamworth defender into the path

of Broadiirst, who nodied into the top
corner from close range,
nit wis equal to a stinging sirike
mes Fry, saving with his finge
artingt marnaged to hold firn
spite of |.l|L Tamworth pressure.
Tnst was Bromsgrove who went

ity of the h Singh strandec
alter going oward Tor v WIS, cornes
Shaguille McDonald picked up 2
ce hefore rolling his strike from
ards narrowly wide of the empty

Saltmen urged to
keep up pressure
in battle for title

oy Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bulivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: MARK Owen has
challenged his Drojtwich Spa play
ors 1o butld an unassailable lead
the top of West Midlands (Regior
League Division Omne,

Tl Saltiven madke (& ckght gamwes unbscat-
en in all conpetitions with  thedr stra
forwant 4.0 home victory agains Willenhu
lnst Sy wy, though their Diviskon Ono
Leagnze Cup e a1 Brosnyard Town was
postponedd on Tesday night.

inor Collins  hatdrick  against
Willenhall and one fro harvies kept
Spa o top of the pile, with a number of
games still in e on their nearest rivs
— including three on second-placed  Old
Walfrunians,

+ be honest
most - complets
the season so ra
“We played ot
free-flawing Juel wr ||mlml>ly almul(l i
le e,
gt continued their fine run of form,

It was o of our
of

()vn-u now sy the target s 10 go clear at
e e

of the ml-lr.

o we're Lop, i to stamp
he sald.
our way through & mimber
of tosts this season already.

“But nothing ks won today, nothing was
won at Christraas [when Diroltwich first
went top], all Usat matters is how the table
looks in -\Im We've all agreed that we'll
take @ jgame thme, that's the mentality
that we've -uuqm-l it forwand.
walls, we've ot played as
e lked overall, we've bocn

well o wie'd

dn Morrls, lel,

Ha is
Phillips, I‘|0||l- DI‘MO.‘. to the IMOI‘N. FIC“II‘O by Mathew Mason‘

& bit and miss in some games. But we'ne
\uulum. on things every week Lo try and
impreons
ldr) Fudd was the man to go closest
warly on for Droltwich at s Moadow
aguinst Willenbhall, fising two o rr..q“ wikle
ro distance, while Ben Tilbury, Haydn
Maorris, James Lomon and Collins all I«'pl
Willenhall keeper Chris. s,
The visitors dill have their nsomens,
netably when Nathan Derrick drove a frec-
kick from 20 yurds out on target, forcing
m-rrnr Matty Qliver to L over,

With ten minmes of the opeaing hall
remadning, Droftwich had the goal their
play had mested when Lemon's barst-
inge ren took him around the keeper atd
albowed bim b tee up Collins for a tagein.

A second soon followed, Collins this

Hlnse tuirming: provider with a cross into the

b of Davies, who volleyed fins-tme high
Endos the net.

Droitwich n'muluul o tog in the sec.
o period, o their thind through
Collins just. ahec the Dt Tk oo
the forward wrapped up his hat-arick with
o curling effort into the bollom comer 15
endnutes from g,

O will hl»l\ a fully-fit squad available
on Saturday (Jpm) when Droitwich host
Busticholme at Walshes Mesdow.,
™ Busticholme 1o
st defeat of the campaign in
October's 7-1 rout bat Owen wamned his
players cansnot mplacent,
very singlle Saturday is & challenge, so
1 go to keep udum( each perform-
2 [t comes,” e sk

Spartak snatch points to
leave Fairfield frustrated

FODYDAI.L BARNT Green Spartak

thelr return Lo leagoe action

I'nr m first time in three months
with a 2-1 vlllrnﬂ‘ at Fairficld Villa.
Gaynor put the visitors

up Just before half-time last

mdw and Darren Green doabled

the lead with 20 minutes remaining

before Alfie BI:Omr replied with a

st
, whose last |
:'ullngwlnolmtmvrﬁulmut
<y s
i mmulnm in

Di\'hiol Two, with
mmmmm
Grommd ek ey e R
WaN & a5 O]
m«l:: pitch, wilh m vhl,

(
w’}'!n!’- eld's
half-chance l‘tll to Fairficld's
Ross Do

-ulluer.
Barnt G rarcly threatened but
Just Yefore the half-time whistle, the

nd ww a free-kick from Gaynor
I loaped backpedal-
keeper Elliote a‘::.’w Hive the

mna
Fai o top in the second
Wmmr unﬁl&to tlvlu.uu on
anumber o

Incicad Harnt Green struck. mex

when Bloo
home, bul it was too late Lo start &
comelbac]

With their trip to FC Stratford
W‘“"h

Legends finally Iive up

SUNDAY FOOTBALL: BAS|
side Hubery Legends b p their
first win of the Bromsgrove & District
e [ cason in style
AFC

on T2,
Rubery turned the tables on their

secomd-placed losts an Dwellings Lane,
clinicatly taking their chances. Danicl

. Kni Brooks and Booton all
metted twice, while Josh Hirons claimed
the other. Jason Timming i
Knthan Hancock replied for the hosts.

The Allstars are now fve
with four games r(‘nulllill!{
Deapite dominating p
iy T £ wall wntif sk b
time 1o go abesd when Callum Mo
thrashed the ball into
e post from th
After 2 change of formathon,
Heath made it 2.0, Alex Wesley's

ing run into the penalty area resulted
i the substitate being brought down,
allowing Jake Wicketts convert the
resulting spot-kick.

Chris MeGrory tapped home o pla-
Point cross I| i Uhe seoring with
Weest Heath's th

Peler Jenvey ik 3 hatarick o
(nml-m e ‘aslde Hizea Linited 63 i

Lewis ‘{lnnln Jl.1l|-ll Wlllu-\ and Alfie
Bloomer als T il
with Harey Kic |->|[> Dane

Juck ol roplying for the visitors.
il move p » placs fbla 0L an

=, while Hizea are
© no surprises at the mp
visien Throe, where leadors AFC

kwell swept aside Easemaore United

A doulde from Ross MeGuinness and
oals from Craig Go bv wl Liske

wlands keep Blackw point clear

of second-placed I!nymsﬂ;.mr Partisan,

albieiz having played a game mor

Coftan O1d Boys rise a place

to their name to upset title-chasers

third after llu:ir 2.1 away triumph at
pelley Bang

Y R4
and ‘\l\\ & .Ilmu
w Vs

ey advanced to the semis
finala of the Bromagrove Charity Minor
Cup sction with a 50 win over Division
Two's Rubery Memorial, Diree

Tyler Re




Rouslers on Red
alert for derby
day test - Kelly

by Ben Tyl
ben ry-ﬂ!ﬁ)bu'lwantmecla com

FOOTBALL: BRENDAN Kelly
envisages a number of changes
to his Bromsgrove Sporting team
when the Rouslers head to Redditch
United in Saturday's crunch derby
(]ZL‘ih (3pm).

1 d.nvfn'll to Barwell
] the

ers fourth in the Southern
remier Central table, four points clear of
fifth-placed Rushall Olymplc and sixth-
placed Stourbridge.
While Leon Broadhurst headed home a
close-range equaliser minutes after Tristan
Dunkley had put the visiting Canaries in
front, persistent poor dofondam, led 1o a
second-hall downfall with Kal Williams,
Brady Hickey and Omotolani Omotola
putting Bromsgrove to the sword,

Manager Kelly, who been left
bewildered by the Rouslers’ downturn in
fortunes on home soil this season, has

challenged his chosen starting X for this
weekend” to The Trico Stadium to
prove their worth.

“Some of the lads who played last week-
end won't get the chance on Saurday,”
spid the Sporting boss, "It's important
that the lads who do come in make the
most of it.

“1 can imagine more than one or two
changes will be made, maybe as many as
five if T need to, As o team callectively, we
must get back to basics. It's great seoring
of those goals this season but 1o have
been Incking in concentration the way
that we have recently is a coneern.”

INSIDE: Saltmen heading to the VG - Page 30; Monners upbeat in survival fig

In a call to arms o
Faithful, Kelly has g
bk Diks sidle to the n to give
!smmng an advantage on away soil.

e majority o( our fans have been
always been there
home and away to h.nklm. e added.

“If you asked any of our fans befon
the season started i they'd have taken
us being fourth with ten games to go,
everyone would take it. We still need to
remember what an -Iﬂ.hlt"\’l‘llll‘ill it has
been for us,

=1 have no doubt they will be there in
their numbers yet again this weekend and
in the games that reny

Bromsgrove were winners when
the two sides met in January at the

in G i rorable first

o Spol s relbirth

Two goals from Will Shorrock
.mrl I thclﬂ| Gregory, plus strikes from
] ey Taylor and S8
ed Sporting’s succe:

the Iinulwk.m\:-
sked the club's I

Debutant Correy Davidson, rl;glhl
was able to hold his head

after Saturday's Barwell dslen%
Picture by Richard Bowcott Event
Photography.

While bottom-of-the-table  Redditel''s
struggles have continued e then, the
club ally put an end to 20
losing streak in the leagy
Nuneaton Borough in tate Februs

“They've had an improvement in their
gmm\-\ recently, putting an end to that
losing run and only being dn[mlml hy
the odd goal in the last few games,” sald

Be a much different game this
time around, but we'll be ready for that
challenge. We can’t look at what they're
doing and must continue focusing on
ourselves instead.

1 think we've missed not just Mikey
[Taylor], but also Jak Hickman too,
Thankfully with the number of games
postponed recently, o only missed
the pair for two or three games af most
sa far,”

An u|::l:\lr- on the availability on the
injurcd pair has been positive and their
return will provide a welcome lum[ o the

-of-season n

"u nod full-back iim‘kul.‘nll
1l from League One
side Coventry CiL\‘ after the 21-year-
old has been on loan sinee t
the scason, while top scorer

back in training and is targeting a returm

Harris sparks fightback

Will Harris, pictured in

s a tigu
second-half fightback at Kntlarlng Plclure by Andy

RUGBY UNION: BROMSGROVE dld
not make life casy for themselves in
l'he 19-19 Midlands Premier draw at
Kettering last weekend.
Trailing lﬂ-ﬂ at the break, Dan
‘s Boars roared back with

for Tuesday's trip o | Town
(7.A5pm).

Eelly has also hinted that another mid-
fielder close 1o signing. subject o
e radification.

Match report - Page 31

o Josh ifnl: scores, in addition to

a try and two conversions from Will

Harris, at Waverley Road.
Sixth-placed Bromsgrove remain on

course for a top-half finish but could
break into the top five with Sandbach
nine points in front having played one

game more,
With no fixture this weekend,
B wve return with a fixture at
Fi Road against Shropshire side
N rt on Saturday March 21,
W Match report and reaction -
Page 30

ield book cup final spot - Page

The Standard, Friday March 20, 2020
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Bronze helps girls
maintain position

sclwol in the sport at the Nattonal
Schools” finals st weekend,

Diesplte missing oul of
the final = which wos o

two sixtheform college
for the first team in the
play-ofl ersured B

Canford School, Felsted School,
hool and Sireatham &

Sehool.
, having won five
romsgrove topped
semi-finad clash

e
loss followed 1o
winners, Bromegrove's
and

it

tus rermained.

The finals, which are comested by
the best 18 schools in the country
s played at Stanborough School in

sosta- girls f 1

FeRur to Warcestershire with
medals arouml their necks after a
determined display by the 13-8 win
over Canford ‘vclw-l.

Welwyn Garden City, proved a happy

hunting ground for

v

Colleginte, 1.

Bromsgrove
er Quecen Ethelburga's
Edmund's College,  stage.

Bromsgrove School’s first team
impressed on the national

Sporting
fears season
may be over

FOOTBALL: BR N
Kelly  believes  the
Southern League Premier
Central will come to a
premature end following
the suspension of non-
league football,

Bromsgrove Sporting -
wha find themselves fourth
in the table at preseat - have
enjoyed a remarkable frst
season at Step Three, but
may now have bo wait until 2
later date to complete their
remaining fixtures while the
coronavines pandemie mges
an.

Andd the Bousbers man-
ager is of the beliel that
his side will not even be

forded the chance to see
the ¢ g out.

) ke that Il be it done,”
sald Kelly. “1 think the
1\\.|;9um will bt s

n.
nL Lo
see it through, but llu: safety
af the players and supgort-
ers is the most important
thing.

“It's up to the powers
that be, but we really are in

the unkiown.”

While Kelly and his mana-
gerial counterpans are no
strangers to dilemnuas - be
it squed selection, tactics or
nsfer front - the
e by the shut-

er fresh problems
previowsly unknown at this
Teved of the game.
pere  are  definitely
concermns, when there s no
Ipcome but still the usual
eritgoings - paying rates and
rent on the ground and a
few of the luls being on
contracts - plus the fact
we've had to cancel all of
the functions booked at the

club,” Sporting's manager
b,
“All managers have been

sking cach other the same
questions, it's new territony
for everyone,

“We had some (riendlics
armanged which we've now
had to cancel, training has
had to be called off. The
lads will keep theking over
at home as best as they

"Bt with the gaadgets that
they have, they'll have to

boss

it thedr stats in the group
chat to see where they're

at”

Should  the eventual:
ity of a cancelltion 1o the
season take place in the
coming wecks or months,
the Bromsgrove boss says
his side ean look back with
pride on their efforts this
term, adding: “You've got to
sy iUs been a hagge achieve-
ment from all involved.

“I think we could’ve done
Beetter, 've gmot high stand.
ards and the players know
that. We had a very dif-
ficule stary, we hit & run ul
form around Octolser
November wwd haven't be
out of the top elght shm
then.

=1 think we coubd've had a
Better go of it as far 4% the
tithe ks coneemed.

“But o be consk=emly
irusbide the top thiree of four in
our first season at this level,
and in a [Worcestershire
Sengor] Cup final thinl
even the most eritical fus
will agree is been o very
progressive season.

FOOTBALL:

completed

Swifts, easing lu -n cmu[..n,..l

victory a2 the Recreation Gro
what is

I-AIJIF'

fixture for
e, cenireduck

=

or - followed by
Alfie Bloomer

¢ in the second -
helped Fairfield enter the unexpect-
e shutdown in style,

Kelth Draper’s men were 2-0 vie-
tors in Januarys reverse fixture,
and s a4 resull of Useir bitest sue-
vess strengthen l!w-r ambitions of
a topehall finish in Midland League
Division Two in ninth place.

While a somewhat subdued open.
ing meant no chances of note
were created her side, the hosts
didd look the more comforable in

b,
Bloomer forced the fird aitempt
o1, albeit iy comfort-
for the Swifts keeper,
thoaugh the next epportunity that fell
Fairficld’s wiy wis ru-u.us clinjenlly
to break the deadl
An undikely Immnk
an important goal noneth
Powell, who Micked on g
free-kick with his head to find the
far corner of the net around the half-
hour mark,
With a slender one-goal advantage
a1 the break, Villa were on il hunt
tur further gnals to make the points

bc substiiution of Jenvey made
wll iu' difference helped make
a pos i an Falrfield's
mﬂll‘kuq. iy
Sure coough, within mines of
the change, Bloomer doubled the
hosts” advantage with a wonderful
strike from a narrow angle on G2
mines.
Thar was followed by Jenmvey's

soarching effort three mi
that threatened to break the

The winger wias wiell:| |Jlau\ﬂl (3
meet a clearanee to the odge of the
area and thump a first-time shot into
the net that beft :Iw -»|r1>u-:il|nn Hoal-
keeper with no cha

Spartak were p('r'llllpet {mmng the
worst when losing Mareus .\!.nlmhn
o a second yellow e 15

T o
minutes to play and .lll'l"ld)‘ hemx
a goal down.

spirit  remalined
0 were deserving

bt
sl b,

il
of the late leveller against tough

knock to ludhm pr\mc-l the
only  dowisi to an
afternoon  for  Fi Jr|l|
with replacement Ethan Hanl
wite going chose to adding 1o e
soareshect.
His first, & header which n
g ot waes followed by
wlmll llw Hululs.nll custodiian u:n
also ¢
\m.m llu [llﬂht"f goals followed -
desplte two kate openings for Ross
Dempster - the Swans were good
vadue for their seventh win this
term.

-d«i

B TEN-MAN Barnt Green Spartak
rescued o late point in 1-1 draw
at FC Stratford following Darren
Green's B1st-minute equaliser.

ab the Arden

mp.mnlr
Figgis Standium,
A 3ird
Siratford de
Tonchey put
ot chespi o
affair during the opentng por
While cluunoes remakned
mium for the rest of the
a late attacking push by the visitors.
came up trumps when Green slot-
ted home u-lo the far cormer of the
Rl attempt was
h- the penalty area.
move down to D2th
spite the positive result, and are
currently still searching for a first
win since January

Shutdown brings problems on and off pitch

Newbold proved too lou%vl'or the Monners to Mgﬂbe In Saturday's Midlands

One West clagh. Pict

bis
cluby,

Wi

ispeided rughy
astronus for the

All sctivity within the sport at both a
professional amd community level has
Been cancelled until Twesday April 14
following a statement by the Rugby
Football Unlon this week.

e with Droitwich.

e o
cancel il
i by

T
mittee moeetings, even King
were set 10 use
thesse events

straight off the top.”

su}"-!l

e
Midilads One West
if s

While: the Manners remadned il!:ln'lil!ll aueded
up antil kst weekend, going down 24.
away to Newbold-on-Avon, the p(whl'l.

non-profit mmkum: club for
inity,” he sabd, = hadd 1o
s that were I)oul«:ul LUTTHES
I warr social diary.

s ot wedbilingts,

ir fucility i the next

cdented state of con
the Droftwich coach belie
season will
difficulties i
v campuign = allowed to conclude.
“You can understand the Prendersiip
Rughy and profess
again a1 some po
but from o junbor and compunity level
perspective | think it's finkshed,” Hunter

“In the situtions where oo

ton to con
sl then
season starts again.

“We seTt out i group message to all
of the players to say
1o stay Mt and healthy,
more going forward then we
update them on what the

and numour,
wves the current
clled, amd soys the
ONLNGe Lo AWUNL CVen

il shibes playing
wter this year,

are well ahead of everyone in the
prometion places, then under-
i it where

usive, the

is no way that clubs a1 our
. shides ot s Hot even the
Al e i 2 posi-
playing In the sumner
a fow weeks before pre-

it we wish them
onee we haar
b abilee tor
step s

While Droitwich were
end of Saturdiy’s scon
an Adin Shaw Ly converted by :.rcgur
Macleod to show for their effors,
Hunter says neither he or his pliyers
could have any complaints about the
outeonw against the well-drilted hosts.

“We can hobd our lands up and say
we were blown away by them,” he

added,
“They had four or five chances o
soore wnd took them, we plived s well
s we could but we were beaten by the
better side.
wbold were good in thelr s
s and scrummage, their lne-om
I thouglt we actually
ell considering, but we
were flattencd by their penalty try a1 the
start of the second half.
A ipletely took the wind out of

pee
was excellent
defended very

our aitions deci-
ston but the referce gave it and they
remndned in the ascendin

“I don’t © me off thit

pitch wonde il whin you
do that then you can never have any
complaints about bosing.”




LEFT: A reliable performer at the crease for Brnmsgrnve s0 far this term, Jayden Levitt was unable to repeat those heroics last weekend. RIGHT: Gareth

Willlams could take heart from his bowling display after recording the best

igures out of his teammaltes. Piclures by James Hickin Photography.

Smith heroics in vain as
Boars slip down table

ITAKING
ope l'l'

1
Premier Divisio

frontrunners.
The defeat, which resulted in
Bromsgrove slipping down 1o
fifth in the table, tough
one o enson
and Co. at North ne after
they had Jm‘lul a 259-9 score in

RUGBY LEAGUE:
COVENTRY Bears' quest to
record  back-to-back  wins
in Betfred League One this
term continues after a 36-12
away defeat to North Wales
Cr s last weekend.

as typified the
ure of the Bears
uires’ men
found themselves unable to keep
close taby
Bay, provi E
after a stunning smnelaark w
over Rochdale Hormets,

I ng found themselves
down, Coventry Tought i
o claw back the deficit at
Stadium,

North Wales hit the front after
just five minutes when a flowing
move led to Tymi Dow-Nikau
touching down fora try that was

Ly Ben Tyler
Den tyle:

{1566 and  Mehaan
irspired form,
the hosts sealed victory with just
over four overs rer
ing only four wickets

Though it will be bac
drawing board ahead of a b
h-placed Harbormn
is Park on Saturds
Boars cannot be too tlcmnhmrl-
e with thelr overall display, but

Wi haps need to be more
nnlllc-\-\ with their bowling.

not

out)
Edvalath (58) in

o,-f Ben Tyler

ivanimecsa.com

qu! certed by Tommy Johnson.

nting, the almost
wre points on the Doard
Patrick Ah-Van found a
ik, only to

when
gap down the right
offload the ball to Joe Sanderson
with a forward pass that was

penalised,

Moments later, the heroics of
Liam Welham denied a second
try in the left corner but with the

i n\"u[ml a
number of attempls to halt his
4ikmetre run before crashing
down

Winger Hob Mas

for a second converied

I:, with Coventry begin-

After the hosts won the toss
last weekend, Bromsgrove found
themselves batting first, Though
opener ayden Levitt  (14)
departed to leave the score 2841,
Ashley Newfield (42) and Smith

{122) put on 69 for the second
el
The fall of Newfield and
then Alex Milton (6) left the
Boars 10/ kfire runs

from  Deon P helped

11 5 CHILS y.
He joined Smith in a fourth-
icket partnership of 110 to get
tors on the road to an
able score.

conrtesy of Johnson's ji

try

inside  through  the
defence - this ti meonverted
me 25 @ hammer blow before
the break,
With  much  improvement
needed in half,
Coventry

when e
ing mooms and conceded six
more points when Ben Morris
Tatched mnu a forward kick and
raced b

While player-coach Dave Scott
registered the first Bears points of
the afternoon with clever move-
ment through the Crusaders’
uard, Dan Coates” comvert
g, it was ot enough to spark a
comeback.

Dy
forefront

punish the aws
sidhe with his second score of the

However, with Patel becom-
ing the first im to fall to the
imperious George Rhwodes (524
wi Im \'\\(p[ through the Bow
late order,
-Itmmi with just over seven overs
remaining.
With Smith run out by
Kafiat for the sixth wicket
visitors had lost their
who had smashed two sixes
12 balls into the boundary
he Boars struc i
Barnard
Willia
Rhodes (4) in
while Gareth W

, the
Tl

snapped up O G Rogofl (22)
and Joe Crichard () to leave the
hosts 703,

But that only paved the way
for the introduction of hot-shot
Ed ath to join opener Tongue.
'rl\c]hll!“t‘r\!ulll‘\. ting in their
quest for rur during a

oh put the v

-
with the score on Tongue
ended the day with 14 fours and
x slxes in all - the final maxi-
his 15

oaltmen
announce
first set of
friendlies

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa fans have reason to be
cheerful after the Saltmen’s
first set of pre-season fix-
tures were announced ecar-
lier this week.

Ahead of another cam-
paign in Division One of the
West Midlands (Regional)
League, Andy Crowther’s
men will be looking to pick
up where they left off in
the previons two terms in
mounting another promo-
tion challenge.

And with dates for the
diary to look forward to,
anticipation and excitement
will now begin to build for
what the Spa faithful will
hope to be a successful
2021/22 season.

Droitwich will be on

he road in four of the five
ﬂxtums announced so far,
starting with a trip to Pa
Rangers of the Midland
League on Tuesday, July 13,

Spa then take on Hellenie
League outfit Hereford Lads
Club on Saturday, July 17,
before heading to Bewdley
Town, who are in the divi-
sion above, on Thursday,
July 22,

Two further games
against Midland League
opposition then follow, with
a first home game of the
new season against Knowle
at Droitwich Rugby Club on
Saturday, July 24, before
taking on Cadbury Athletic
on Tuesday, July 27.

Spa are expected to con-
firm at least three more
friendlies for pre-season,
which are to be announced
in the following wecks.

Sam Bowring, left, notched Coventry's second and final try. Picture by Rich Beattie/SBS

Photegraphy.

game, shortly before Massam

ars” credit, they sought
to make amends for lholr] W
par :<h1m-

ng @ high pass from
Bowring did the
y crossing the whitewash,
E\ul the seoring was not quite

a5 Massam  wrapped
of lnm with

corner of the pitch,

A tough test al home to sec-
ond-placed Worlum:\on Town
.u\‘tnlry who >-|l

Kelly eyes new
faces to overhaul

Rouslers squad

FOOTBALL: MANAGER Brendan
Kelly says he expects a new-look
Bromsgrove Sporting side in the

hy
‘qwmng liftet lluvtibdﬁf SRS u:m
on after N'u 1-0

«:ﬁ

was
afTair oo “«nk llnlul.
show-stopping drive from

2 15 later sent off, the difference

eni this term on @ hup.ll note of sons,
having encountered a rocky of
form during their short-dived le e
waign < which concluded at the end

amiter break ahead before
preparations begin as wsual
Uy's men now have time to
rest and recuperste before going u&iu;:
£ fu

for uh at. many will hope to be

“I'm dle;.llml tor wiin the tournament,
“h.-n it’s another trop ke vou
— aunl Wi n the right

it wis a great spectacle,
h other out

= goal was wortly
inel of final.

by Ben Tyler

b hytarPbulivantmod. com

"We've got the bragging rights for
ters for a while, so it was a
pish off before we lave

ably the best part of th D
it was an instinctive fest-tme pass, and
then Jason apotied 1 keeper off
Bils Hwe and l |! In the stanchion. It
WIS 21 g

“We were um!c r the cosl
be with ten men, bat
e elesn
e trophy

After o drab fiest half, it too
moment of inspiration from Spaorting
record goalscorer o make the break-

as we would
delighted with
1, 0 see new faces and 15

throu, n the S3rd minute.
L phing onto Pais® through ball,
Cowley took a touch out of his feet

before rifling an unstoppable strike that
left goalkeeper Ollie Taylor utterly pow-
erless,

The goal spurred Bromsgrove on to
enjoy Turther opportunities, albeit with-
out another goal to show for their
efforts, as Chris Lait and Jack Wilson
Both went clo
Attempting

Bea
undersbde of the crosshar as C hum T pre-
septed o reminder of their threat,

Cowley was unable 10 make it wo
despite making good oo
pinpoint Jak Hickman de
the forward was given his
orders for two yellow cands in quick
SUCCEESHON,

With backs now against the wall,
Speorting held on des,

ing the Trophy
1 uqs in J!rurlmm'\- hanids at the

thinking
sauad, the Irishman feels a lo
ned from the tumulisons 'JU‘HJ;"‘J

s0n mrll l]u-

league] and inconsistent with our

resulis, but our performances were actu-

ally better than the year before yet we

cnded up with less points on the board

ot that stage,

“The Il«i Recruitment Trophy tourna-
g or the clubs

“It's going 1o be  bit of an overhaul of
the s

ui with new faces and different

lu what we already |I.l\l' Al give it
rally g go,

Leon Broadhurst, centre, koeps close tabs on his Tyrell Hamilton,
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Faulkner nets to end Sphmx losing run

FOOTBALL: CHARLIE

o . 5 Details of the midwoek results
Caventry H;hh-d 3 M Drial NasK reautl
be read on our “WI. at www,
coventryobserver.co.uk
John “\‘m!mﬂd Jlml blm!m 1‘I<|l||)l!l
Sphinx had to do it after Cup to complete a run of three away
gbing o goal behind after Jm: o min: games on the bourc
utes when Reiss Taylor-Randle tucked

home 1 pena; [RY Copsewood teturncd Lo
ut Louls Guest leapt high to nc.w -
16

equalise w

play and It was game on.

ddraw looked mcvu,ll,l bt g @
popped Faulk the finishing utton ole_lfu-ld wi Il Ih vious win
touch at the death lu \'.nrll SEphinx a first coming « L
tengue win in fiv - Allard “u\' b:\i ki l‘u

hina's  home  fixture  against  Nathan MeNalf was in |n,p|,°¢ (o,m Dave Freeman  and IJ.m Hoskins
Haughmond on Tuesday night wis pol-  for Goventrians with a four-goal struck the g
poned due to a waterlogged pltch, bul  gigpiay against WLY spm,_ Fuesday's sainst  Southam

i the Coventry Cha
off due 1o rain and
At 3t Fiore
encounter on Saturday (X

galn on Saturday's at
).
W COVENTRY Unid

night’s (Wednesday

Sphinx Drive

¥
opaewood
st i a

inte lost
achoduled. FA
- knowing that

victory would give them o Inst-16 tie
at Atherstone Town,

1
tition so Terry Andersi
we been short of

INP Sports’ home game against
AFC was postpored last week-

PrOge: & e them 12th in "I\ don One.
rcuml rain in the carly p.m..\. A trip 1o second-battom G S| # 3 2 i Io lu- n
s awalts on Saturday (3pm) in \lmu....; action bast night (Wedne: ,m,v: na ¢

before the Ked
Kirby Mux| sl
lPh- Midland Football League

l'r\-xumr wu-m vl game against visitors Chelmsley Tu
ln‘fun' Saturday™s trip to Nuneaton Gril

{Apm).

nd s

the Victoria G
ul-pnu able, the
wiks moved to m ki

lmlrlln.

NTRY 2 'Il is beft it late to snatch

a point in thy ixion Two encounter

with Northfield Tuv|1|
Al

ith Alvis mude to chase the
inger,

eie efforts were rewarded at the
dleath when Mitehell Boe was on hand
1o turn hume * doep cross and carn a
deserved pod

Alvis are \'IHhIh in the table and hu-l
1Eth-placed swood Town ot Al
\.|>¢I'I:. -md \mrni Club on Saturday
e before  wolcoming  Coventry
l'llilllblllx next  Wedne: ¢ (7.
Coventey

e to
|.hw this year, but il m., to 3mup-
Athbetic on Satorday (545pm) G0 the
Birmingham Ssaueday Vase. quarerdls
nal.

Y
Faulkner's last-gasp winner.

side in the quarter-final at the Co
Sponx A Josh Dixon bra
ot from L onnally completed the
senring.
O

“¢llll

2pm),

il
Tasement side \hw-lun b'xw[wlr in a
Division Three fixture.

Purdy’s switch to
Premiership was
inevitable — Winter

Henry Purdy has moved to Bristol
Bears. Piclure by John Coles,

dagses Voss, though Tony Feaner's conver-
b AL Was rsiooessul.
A second 1ry was regiered by Max
Trimb Ic allowing Fenner to redeem his
el

RUGBY UNION:

DIRECTOR of
rughy  Rowlind  Winter admits
winger Henry Purdy will be

miss for Coventry Hughy
his transfer to Bristol Bears on
Tuesday.

The car-old )o\m the Injury-hit
Premlership sl wo months
Butts Park Arvna, impressing during his
short spell at the club in which he made
n\\‘.uv]hmrulnh. nd scored three trics

Winter says b 1 understand why
Bristol have masde the move for one of
Coventry’s »

“Hi

Coveriry ‘continued 10 dominate the
pavccedings, but they were imnable to ndd
0 their advantage,

Tewmas, \hasnd of lhe fies half
Grimoldly seored his first penalty of the
s o Spd
wore's Uy b cut the deficit a0 the

E

hreak.

Twwn peesialties in the space of four min
utes from Grimoldly then cdged Ampthill
in front

New trailing 16-12, Coventry were
foeced 10 g0 on the offensive, and James
Gibbons claimed try number theee
two Ampthill players had been sent to

hee sin bdn.

The nasrow

us. 1 b
of time before udd get a call from a
Premiership club about him.” he sabil.
“Henry has not just played well in
matches, he has also been a peally good
person to have around the club with his w ty.
positive attitude towards his tradring and Winter's shie nitially went b front st
our work 0 general, Dhlkingtham Park bt Grimobdby  kicked
“We'ne going to s him, lml s alio scored four penalties Including the deci-
unr reftoction of what we're try-  sive scone with the Inst kick of the gam
e, We were rot godngt 1o stojy Coventry’s Amly Hubimakan went over
bmk in the Premiership,” in the corner Lo open the sooring follow-
1' ﬂl\wuryhmoul to Ampehill in the firsa ng good work between Joe Buckle and

¥ h.\|1|||| watip fixture of the year ab the
uis Grimoldiy scaled
17 wnllﬁ for the hosts with a last.
renal

niags s e
l'lknuln o earm the visy a fifth win
of 1l el ||||l|| Anuﬂhl'l CoOiTe
snatehed victory anmd the
mwkidby struck whih o Lae

renally.

Fifth-placed
Seottish, who are seventh, on Saturday
(g

Soventry host London

Luke Ferrara, left, celebrates yet another goal during Saturday’s vietory
over Fife Flyers. Piclure by Scolt Wiggins.

Stewart praises Blaze
game management

.'GE HOCKEY: I}\.\\\ '.mm Basled

City’s ‘best yet’
delights boss

YOUTH FOOTRALL: COVENTRY City
Girls unde e el g a g i
clasli with \Kumbmlm- in the

Cup after beating Do

dise 10 a string of postponeiments, the Sky
Illunn 1|ru\ |lmn|nnn\-<! Py

i was th Imﬂ pvrrnruwu\- r
=il man-

ager M
and relentless displiy:
T!n- ||.|m.w. desire and quality the girs
showed Was phonamenal and maybe ten
shocked me.
1 keew my feam wass oo, Howeve

1 &l the tone For a decermined dispiag
and a second goal caume on
Ellen Boyle pleked
I‘ii‘ the et from just outside

(Ilm'r |"l’\'\|<|\d the findsh for City’s fourth
e r had struck the crosshar fol.
il e
The numbser

as ol the oo

«
i,

we've historically been sow starters, [did  the penalty as the half proge onegh thvre wik
ot expect thewn 10 play Hke that for the  Whibe Derbys Ave Bell did pull u goal 30l tme for  finad Sy Bhses goal when
0 minutes. back from 3 coener Kick, it « dlikiodm  Bag ot urdernicath Denay:

City i just soconds after kick- llu- Sky Blues, as Katie Hunter tapped in Cenventry re
off when Aicha Bamba won possession 1 after visiting keep Amla'r [Imug Glrls Football Le

irnto Cestrl Wirnicksbire
cagiue action on Saturday
Ll-a- M

from & Dﬂl?'- defender inside the penalty :uul |\||!|\1| off & sove: from & cormer {1030am) with
arva bofore fring into the rool of the me, Twe minates ino the

i try Biase
S aftor Uy domied Fife Fyers A1 a1
Saturday night.

'P'hh' IA\.Mlc! £

(2}, Jonme I_-ulduuwu il Ross Venus

Tl the nt ngainst e Flyens, poosnp-
o positive reacthon froms their head

=l was 1 o rosuslt,” sabd Stewant.
=1 thought our fiest lalf was pretty sbow
ard Fife foroed [C.J] Modte into some
oo e
0

play goal helped turn the

e e 4t i the second period
well. | really liked our third [period dis-
play], We managed it well snd never gave
tens the momentim back,

Dianick Gawthier put Fife ahwad in
Saturday’s game st 4.08 after Blaze filed
1o chear following 2 poriod of pressune
from the lowly visitors.

A save from Motte pmml crucial to
kieeys out Carlo fore Feeram bov
clied .u:ru @ peveerplay down the oahes

He then foumd the net again, with
oAler mownriae posl On

Just 5T seconds later, Coventry blaped
their way 10 4 thind goal wien Liakkonen
Yusocks in  boase

A mare defisive. uumhl approach wis
s tect their Joad)
Usere wa sull tme fof 4 goal
ks, who Gagrgeed Inito i cnpey ret

al

(7313 break .y
onslanght on Motte's goal

A 57 wins the man
to finally beat the see
netdnder, before Jstin

ruINI it =l|'1(‘r
found the

: he frustrations
felt when \hthlm H:.;

11 evuatised

for te Clan socoids later were undee-
standable
Wibithe game o puerdme, Trmv

[
auldithonial peeriod,
Blaee ane sixth in the

table and host

s o Satre
{Tpm) Iefore & trip 1o Guildford Flame:
currently in ﬂ!‘m on "uud-lp [hpan).

try Clserver, Thursday

iy 4, HO20

wiwwaoventnyobservercoak

Stewart urges Blaze to quickly
erase pain of overtime defeat

Blaze were o A, ol when Andrew Johnston fine extr skater after the goal, a

I3 with boss than five min- Blaze, who still took a |m|l|| ished & move involving Janne  move that worked to perfection

wtes remaining &t the Skyde for thelr offorts, got off Laskkonen and Fermm on  when Licas Sandstrom I‘m-ﬂ
Arena, but were forced into  miserable stant when fon 31400, horse an equaliser

overtime after conceding twice player Marco Vallerand With the ghume remaining an & um:

the puck beyond netmin pet affndr, goals were plentiful — the oventime period, a stunning

Motte just 1 seconds b duringt the final 20, solo effort from Lemiyugov

A, The Steeders bvelled for a 9 Lo

ﬂ
itto the cxira Ja(‘nnd 10 eor
ahemn Coventry 1o their fifth
overtime defeot this term.

Stewart says his side it in a g the second being 1 ;. Al 0 b
maximum bevel of effort in the  scorer Luke Ferram 3 | play goal - 1o seemingly Manchester
Elite Loague clash, ahwad with his of the  put Coventry in control, Nlml.u ovening

“It's disappointing for cvery.  season al 8,02, A twoeminute penalty for

Thie st reproupmed sl ot
themsetves back on level terms
when Dhllon Eichstadt bursed
a srike [rom the Wue line at

second time Vﬂlﬂl F'In-'xlr I)||-

for Bloodofl o I.«K a
murkl'ln- rhmllle ot 4611 and

one involved, but particubarly Sheffield levelled, however,  Johnson or
for the players,” lw s midway through the second — sive as th
“They Iefl cverything oul  period, courtesy of 2 power-  Troclnsky reduced
there '\ml they played well h\as p.:-l from Taaser Eberle
We've ot 1o uake sure this o
docsn't dernll s 2 listhe biz 5 Jim I;Lu.- repmined the Jead Shetficld m.\ pped  thelr
it was @ tough way to bose 3 &t the close of the second peri- — petminder Tonas Dba for an

settled the contest o G
Tearvee Bl Wdered.

woentry gemmain fifth in the

standings, ahead of Saturday’s

trip 1o Fife ['b\‘r’ u Fife lee
r

Hikolai Lemiyugov takes the
Motte, left, before nel

ball around grounded Blaze netminder CJ
ng the winning goal. Picture by Scott Wiggins.

O’Grady cracker steps up
United’s title challenge

Ly Bon Tyler
bon tyteripbulivantimedia com

FOOTBALL: THE RACE
Premier Division title in the M
Football League co
after Coventry
over Worcester C
top of the table
ferry  Anderson's side currently
alongxide Newnrk Flowserve on 44 points,
tly inferior goal differ:
+ 10 their rivals +2 it there
are fmlr NJu'r teams still in confention.
ridny's pesult, m.m:h
dorw s Josh OGrady o
Park .\n'lm helped the Hl‘d anll Greens
earn some revenge for their FA Vise exit at
the hanls of City just m« £ 2 fortnigh
United were un o hrvak the ¢
tock despite enjaying the lom's. share of
possessbon aned rlmw« in the rm hadf,
thoigh hote keeper Reee sl
; o

for the
l

y put them Jmnl-

0 st % et 1o ke |> out Ci r.nIR Jo
e with o spectacutar acrobatic sav
Sustained pressure in the second half
eventually paid off when Haddow life-
ed o header from L CToss Over
Vorcester custodian Dan Jezeph asd into

the Iu\'!

Matthew Gandner squandered a chance
to dunla'h' e load by blazing his penalty
ver the bar, though O'G
et by wrapping a I

wall and it the boltomsright corner.

United manager Terry Anderson stressed
the focus will not change, despite their
lofty position.

“It's great that we are joint top but it
doesn't make a difference in this leagee,”
b sad.

W

o jeot 0 My gmes to o, Bt will
shably changr through the nes eight o
hope that we
enel of April

th g i
and that’s what we want 16 o,

United wore duse to be sy to Souh
Normanton  Athletie on T night,
& trip 1o Walsall Wood on Saturday

hc[:
(pm).

W A SECOND 00 stalemate n the space
of four dags completed & drab week for
Coventry 'Om.lm: m. Saturday.

d :\ "0 :‘rllrm nr.ug,..-;ua

are back
agains bots

W ISON By

‘-lnlum Drive on Saturday
orn-sirbe Selton (pm).

f strike helped
win in four
mph against

atches !
Ml:n—u!ll]l uul .\‘aumbq‘.
Firiigt honse on the stroke of the half-

L4
Bennett.

hour mark, Evans helped complete a woek
in which the cluls picked up seven |~.|;.r,.

T\wm m
wunEaton

ff the hrnluu\ v«\-r‘lu'nd

mir Alam's tenth-placed side head
to Bunon on Saturday (Fpm) to face
Saapenhill.

4 Cop
[nll!‘i\ in Saturday’s 1-1 draw at Allard
Wi

Aﬂn'! a quict first half, Callum Martin

wn 1 sles, EOmEnts

after hiEting the post, 1o put Copsewid o

course for o swill return t winning

Pt Morgan Bailey's 8045
Iser gave Stafford & share of the spoils

ruﬂnnulg a halfl that was dominaded Ivl\

.\rw | -,.u..gz Himckley AFC on Tuesday,

S I) il Nell Colett prepare their
v wway day at Ashby

W COVENTRY Alvis are llliMIle 10 the

Winter’s
men suffer
Hart-ache

RUGEY UNION: COVENTRY
Rugby were downed by a lnst-

[- a re\-ene nl' lhe previ-

[ the Le
1t FC -m-...r..nl in s

Tard way agalros. thetr Division Two
als, eancelling out James Gifford's ogen-
er through Dhldale Linton's leveller before
the break and then winning the gme wish
second-hall goals from Adam Bourn and
Ribey ey
A,

who are elglth in the leagse
. will v be confident of pic
lll three points on the fosd af m bottom

Rediditeh Borough on Satunday {3pm}.

W CUP progresston was & theme of the
weekend as Division Theee side Coventry
Phumbing reached the kst four of the
Birminghom Satunday Vase
Connoll Fareell and J Powell were
| tanget against tenoman Envile
Ahfetic, putting Plumbing into the semi-
pals abon it vm, Solbwll
Unitest and the winner of the remaining
quiarte the between Alcester Town
and AFC Somers.

After the mildweek elash with Coventrians
was culled off, Plumbing tum their atten-
thons to o Les James Challenge Cup the
» Hnrmu\..:u wn Thgers on Saturdsy
i, with a Z) againat

3 have been loft frustrated
by WO SECCERSIVG OSIPONCINens.

After Saturday’s clash with WLV Sports
was called off, the trip to Coventry
Plismbingg wis also postposed.

Coventrians will hope for better runnm-
to weloome Welland on Satundsy (2pi

l'n.mu-u the daralls ot the mlvooek
s, WWLCOVEnLTY obsErver.
o uk.‘aport !or a full round-up.

Cov spurred on in cup

FOOTBALL: COVENTRY United Ladies

will face Super League opponents in

the [ifth round ol the Women's FA

Cup after being drawn at home to

Tottenham Hotspur In Monday night's
raw.

The Red and Greens had pro-
gressed to the last
rable 4-1 win at 51 Mary's Stadiu
agalnst Southamplon on Sunday, ul(h
Fiona Worts' hat-trick and &

Shannon (FBricn enough to wopple !M

.
was 0.0 at half-time but Stuart
“Ilnl)nn visitors soon found their
rhythm ten minutes after the interval
vhen O'Brien started and finished an
attacking move with Coventry's first
shot on target.
Four minutes later it was two, when
Warts was well-placed to score, before

the forward added her second on 63
minutes with a left-footed stroke into
the corner,

Wi then completed her hat-trick
in the closing moments, although there
was still time for Sosthampton te hit
back through Eachel Panting in stop-

time.
Coventry will now weleome Spurs
for the filth-round tie on Sunday

for United is a trip to
London City Liopesses’ Princes Park
stadium on Sunday (Zpm) in an FA
Women's Champlonship encounter,

UﬂilM s EMI‘\ Merrick takes the
thampton player.
un I:w Jefl Bennett.

s when
Rnwllnd wlnler s uide carncd
a late win over
Seottish, Tl Eden II ke
Coventry hearts W|l.| his pen-
alty in the final minate of play
at Dillingham Park.
n open start led to carly

chances for both sides, with

ventry opening the scoring
on 11 mllme Ro,
Jennings' penalty, moments
after Jmhu Bﬂsmnn had
wasted his attempt for the

s,

Bragman did make amends
on 21 minutes when nrlng um
| between the posts, be!
his teammate Robbie Slﬂlll\
appeared to touch down the

by th on
Seott 1‘olmie enrller Fn the
move.

Coventry added to
Hartpury's frustration by
elaiming the first try of the

sy of Max

afternoon, courte:

Trimble’s well-timed offload

:o m:h Knox m Iom-h down.
ennings once

hll!!:fi‘ﬂ’;\‘ll wllh his Iﬂ-ulnn‘,

A eruclal moment in the
game accurred just before
half-time, when Simon Linsell
finished off & swift turnover
for the hosts, followed by
Bragman's conversion, to level
the scores.

It gave Hartpury the momen-
tum to take the lead eight min-

utes into the mnml half, when
Sob Nagle-Taylo ackle set
up a position ror WIII Safe to

touch down a converted score.

Knox closed the gap to two
peints with 15 minutes remain-
iing after dashing across the try
line following the breakdown
of & manl.

Fipury -_-:ctendtd

their opponents half, levelling
the scores with six minutes
mmlinlmf'wlwn Ryan Burrows
powered

was a cruclal one,
+ came hack In the
closing minutes to clinch vics
tory courtesy of Eden's 80th-
minute penalty.

Coventry stay fifth in the
table and face another bi
test on Slluﬂll}‘ (Bpm) when
they e second-placed
Gumlnh P !ll(x to Butts Park
Arena.




Beaten Boro may turn to youth to find goals

STRATFORD TOWN 4 proving Nuneaton's downfall this
NUNEATON BOROUGH term, Ginnelly admits he has been

By BEN TYLER

NUNEATON Borough manager
Jimmy Ginnelly believes turning to
youth could be the remedy for his
side’s problems in front of goal,
following Saturday’s 4-0 FA Cup exit
at the hands of Stratford Town.

A Will Grocott brace came either
side of Ashley Sammons and Ahmed
Obeng goals, rubbing salt into the
visitors’ wounds in the second
qualifying round clash at the Arden
Garages Stadium.

And with finding the net often

working tirelessly to bring a proven
goalscorer to the club.

“We spoke to around ten centre
forwards last week, asking them the
question about wanting to come in,”
he said.

“There will be five or six of our lads
who I'll be making the big call on, and
changing the whole side around.

“We've got Coalville Town and
Peterborough Sports in the next two
games, we can't even look for a point
at the minute so it feels like a case of
damage limitation.

“We've had a few lads from Burton

DIAMOND SHINES FOR DIAMONDS

BEN Diamond was the
ace in the pack as his
80th-minute equaliser
earned AFC Rushden &
Diamonds a point at the
Trico Stadium.

It was the Diamonds
who started brightest,
central defenders Alex
Collard and Blaize
Punter making their
presence felt at a couple
of early corners.

IFCFIISIIH&D!
By Ben Tyler

Ahmed Ali had Red-
ditch’s first clear effort,
sending the ball flying
over the bar from a
promising position, but

he had team-mate Harry

Franklin to thank for
making amends. The
midfielder snapped a

half-volley home into the
bottom-left corner from
a loose ball in the box.
Reds stopper Adam
Whitehouse did well to
tip away Ben Farrell's
driving effort, but
Declan Rogers snuck a
leveller when his header
was headed off the line,
but the linesman deem-
ing it to have gone in.
Captain Andrew Par-

sons restored the hosts’
lead on 57 minutes, plac-
ing a storming header
downwards into the
bottom corner that was
too hot for Ben Heath to
handle.

But the equaliser came
when Diamond flicked a
header over the
backpedalling keeper.

STAR MAN: Gaorge Woshboume (Reddilch
ENTE!‘IMNMEM -----

in training, another from
Huddersfield coming in next week,
some youngsters that we've been
watching and speaking to. Maybe in
all honesty youth could be the
answer, Stratford had that today and
they run us ragged on the wings.

Grocott's 12th-minute opener left
Tony Breeden powerless to prevent
the hosts from hitting the front,
before the Borough ‘keeper was
caught out again by Sammons’
instinctive long-range drive.

After the break, Obeng and
Grocott both smashed home on the
rebound following Breeden saves,
leaving Nuneaton feeling hard done

by after some bright spells at the
beginning of either half.

“The 4-0 scoreline was a bit
heavy,” Ginnelly added. “After 15
minutes we could have scored three
or four, but putting the ball in the
back of the net is our Achilles heel
every time.

“They were the better side, |
questioned my lads after the game
because passion and desire gets you
results - and Stratford had plenty of
that today.

“People will say that we have
better names on paper, but that
means nothing and | don't mask over
that.”



KNEES-Y DOES ITI

Cheadle Town

players can’t hide

their delight after

sealing promotion
PICTURE: Alun Roders

Sctiich
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gl | 2
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Cheadle marry up

HEADLE Town came from

behind on the road to

cruise into Step 5 next
season with a 3-1 win at Sand-
bach United.

Robbie Hatton stunned the
visitors with a 12th-minute
opener for United in this Divi-
ston One South showplece, only
for Town to level two minutes
later through Ryan Usher’s tow-
ering header

Cheadle didn't look back

NORTH WEST COUNTIES
By Ben Tyler

from there and after a clutch of
quickfire chances, Usher curled
beyond Eric Merner after Jor-
dan Lazenbury’s initial effort
was blocked.

And the celebrations were
underway after Martin Pilking-
ton's 97th-minute clincher.

The lottery of penalties ruled

In Chadderton's favour as a
&5 shootout win over FC St
Helens secured Chaddy's place
alongside Cheadle at Step 5 next
term.

For two sides that required
penalties to claim their stake in
the Division One North play-off
final, another match going the
distance seemed the obvious
outcome after the 1-1 stalemate.

Chadderton, who missed out
on automatic promotion to Pilk-
ington by two points, will feel

Josh Goddard’s second-minute »

breakthrough would prove a
sign of what was to come.

Joe Barker's flicked header
into the far corner tied things
up after a first-half dominated
by the hosts, with a scrappy sec-
ond 45-minute period following.

There would be no need to
fear however after six clinical
Chadderton penalties found
the net, with keeper Joseph
Oldham securing Chaddy’s Pre-
mier place in sudden death.

with Step 5 status

-

MORROW
SENDS
AVRO UP
LINCOLN UNITED 1
AVRO FC 2
By Ben Tyler

THERE was to be no sorrow
for Avro, thanks to Jack Mor-
row's edge-of-the-box drive
as they ran out 2-1 winners
away at Ashby Avenue and
confirmed relegation for lowly
Lincoln United.

The Ro are into Step 4 for
the first time in their club’s
history as the result sparked
scenes of wild celebrations
during a tense finish to a mo-
mentous day in Lincolnshire.

Alex Frost's men were intent
on making the breakthrough,
as defender Kallum Smith was
forced into a goal-line clear-
ance before Liam Ellis’ strike
was chalked off for a foul in the
build-up.

The deadlock was broken
after 30 minutes, courtesy of
Thomas Bentham’s clean-
ly-struck effort to thump home
after a corner was flicked onto
the far post.

Matthew Cotton’s 42nd-min-
ute penalty could've threat-
ened to throw Avro off their
stride, but it fired them up.

Michael Afuye teed up Mor-
row, who proved their match
winner on 54 minutes.

STAR MAN: Michael Afuye (Avro)
ENTERTAINMENT: # * %

 NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST
THERE WILL be Premier Division
football taking place at Oxford Street

next season, after Rossington Main’s

3-1 triumph in the Division One promotion

play-off final.

Bradley Grayson’s double ensured the
hosts saw off Horbury Town in the end-
of-season decider, which notably featured
five red cards in an enthralling battie in
South Yorkshire.

A spot-kick from former Matlock Town,
Grimsby Town, Chester and Barrow strik-
er Ross Hannah brought the breakthrough
on 14 minutes for the Colliery after the
hosts’ leading scorer had been brought
down inside the penalty area by a clutch
of Horbury defenders.

Five minutes before the break, Rossing-
ton's star man Grayson netted his first
of the afternoon with clinical precision
after receiving possession just inside the
penalty area from Manasse Kianga.

Any hopes of a second-half revival
for Town looked to be quashed after an
astonishing melee resulted in James
Cusworth, Finn Ellis, Ousmane Sidibe and
substitute Sam Awty all being dismissed
for the visitors, while Main’s Cody Prior
also saw red on the hour mark.

Despite it being a game of ten versus
seven, Horbury somehow gave them-
selves a lifeline when Lamin Bojang
wrapped home a free kick on 66 minutes.

But any Rossington fears were soon
eased just four minutes later, Grayson
converting on the rebound for his second
of the afternoon after seeing his initial
effort saved superbly by Paul Hagreen.

A low-key ending failed to dampen the
spirits of the 1,164 bumper crowd, ahead
of Rossington’s first campaign at Step 5.

BEN TYLER




Moors find a
way to win
with 10 men

By BEN TYLER
ENDEAVOUR and heart
ensured ten-man Solihull
Moors recorded back-to-back
National League wins for the
first time since October last
night.

A disastrous start to
proceedings saw the Gulls hit
the front just seconds after the
opening whistle, when Ross
Marshall snuck home a far-post
header after meeting a flick on
from the evening's first set
piece.

But from thereon in, Moors
gradually began to assume the
upper hand, eventually turning
half chances into clear-cut
ones with James Clarke forcing
Mark Halstead to acrobatically
tipa
rasping
drive over
on17
minutes.

The
United
custodian
was again
required
moments
later to
claw away
Mark
Beck's

~ header, but
had no answer to Josh Kelly's
37th-minute leveller - a placed
finish into the bottom-right
corner after good work from
the enthusiastic Mitch Roberts
on the left flank.

Then, the go-ahead goal
before the break, this time
Callum Howe finding himself in
the right place at the right time
to touch home into an empty
net after his initial header had
rebounded kindly back into his
path via the post.

Roberts helped himself to a
second assist of the night 11
minutes after the restart,
meeting Josh Kelly's feed
through to drive low across the
six-yard box and give Beck the
simplest of tap ins.

Jamey Osborne's straight
red with little more than half an
hour of play remaining meant
Lewis Collins' scruffy finish 16
minutes from time threatened
to take the game away from
Moors - who ultimately saw out
victory with an efficient closing
display.

SOLIHULL MOORS (5-3-2): Boot;
Donawa (Wood, 92), Clarke, Howe,
Gudger, Roberts; Osborne, Maycock,

Sbarra; Beck (Whelan, 67), Kelly (Jones,
85). Subs not used: Mills, Howell.

A
T

AN EMPHATIC second-half display

saw North Ferriby strengthen their
position atop the table, seeing off Knares-
borough Town by a 3-0 scoreline.

Following an opening half that left much
to be desired, the hosts had Danny Clarke
to thank for forcing the breakthrough
when firing home via Danny Emerson’s
free-kick on 66 minutes. Seven minutes
later and it was two when Oli Donald
ficked a header home, with the scoring
complete in the final minute through Josh
Morrall's thrashed effort.

Maitby Main oversaw Goole's
second-half revival to see through a 3-2
result, with Alexander Hardwick, Brandon
Bagley and Alister Haydock's first-half
efforts ulimately proving enough.

Golcar United were winners by the
same scoreline, overcoming Frickley
Athletic thanks to Daniel Naidole's winner
with eight minutes to spare.

Winterton Rangers keep a strong
hold on second place after brushing aside
Thackley 3-0, with Emley remaining third
courtesy of a 3-1 defeat of Hemsworth
Miners Welfare.

Eccleshill United and Garforth Town
could not be separated in a 2-2 stalemate,
thanks to Luke Sidaway's 89th-minute
leveller for the hosts.

Yorkshire Amateur also needed a last-
gasp equaliser to rescue a point against
Handsworth in another 2-2 draw, while
Ryan Johnson also popped up with a
90th minute winner for Penistone Church
in their 1-0 success over Barton Town.

BEN TYLER

Brakes find some
breathing space

CURZON ASHTON 1

LEAMINGTON hit four of the best to
claw themselves away from the
National League North drop zone,
overcoming Curzon in a 4-1 rout.

It was the hosts who raced out of
the blocks quickest, taking a
sixth-minute lead when Liam Cross’
timely run to finish from a whipped
delivery came after the initial corner
had been punched out by goalkeeper
Chris Renshaw.

That advantage was doubled on 35
minutes when Kelly Evans pulled off
an audacious chip to the delight of
the home crowd. While the Nash did
claw a goal back through Hayden
Campbell’s snapshot seconds after
the restart, the Brakes went on to
control affairs from thereon in.

Just before the hour mark,
Leamington restored their two goal
advantage when Dan Turner nodded
home after Dan Meredith's pinpoint
cross evaded two Curzon defenders
to set up a simple finish.

On 64 minutes, the scoring was
complete when Devon Kelly Evans
ripped a sweet strike into the net
from distance, leaving Renshaw
utterly powerless. Theo Streete would
see red in the dying stages, ina
victory that leaves Brakes 20th.

KIDDERMINSTER 0
BOSTON UNITED 0

KIDDERMINSTER Harriers and Bos-
ton United could not be separated in
a goalless stalemate at Aggborough.

In an expectedly drab game,
Harriers had the first real opening of
the half when loanee Joe Foulkes and
Kane Hemings combined on six
minutes, the latter eventually fluffing
his lines.

Hemmings proved to be the hosts’
livewire, going close before the break
after wrapping Jack Byrne’s lay-off
just past the post.

Captain Luke Shiels almost opened
the scoring with an acrobatic attempt
after the break, while Zak Brown
should have done better when firing
over with 20 minutes to spare.



Mantom and Pics
embarrass Bards

STRATFORD only had themselves
to blame on a dismal day for Gavin
Hurren’s men against Rushall.

The opening goal set the tone
for an afternoon of difficult viewing
for the home support, when Alex

STRATFORD TOUN O
RUSHALL OLYMPIC S
By Ben Tyler

Fletcher’s long throw into a busy

crowd of players resulted in Strat-
ford turning the ball into their own
net. A minute before the half-hour
mark it was two, after Reece Mitch-
ell's right-flank corner kick looped
directly into the far corner of the
net - leaving Town custodian Leon

Phillips disenchanted.

It was game over when Pics
skipper Sam Mantom drilled home
low into the bottom-left corner fol-
lowing a well-worked move after 56
minutes, with Phillips again culpable
for the concession after allowing
himself to be beaten far too easily.

To his credit, the Stratford
shot-stopper did do well to tip over

ALVECHURCH 3
LEISTON 3
By Ben Tyler

LATE salvation from Jed
Abbey and Maxwell Ng-
beken Itota ensured Alve-
church’s unbeaten run
stretched tofive games ina
six-goal thriller.

After a drab opening, it
was the visitors who hit
the front courtesy of super
sub Wyatt Hill, as the wing-
back dispatched fellow re-
placement Jake Spooner’s
initial cross beyond Dan
Jezeph with a spectacular
half-volley in first-half
stoppage time.

But if spectators were
expecting a similarly dour
spectacle after the restart,
a goal from either side in
the space of three minutes
quickly dispelled any fear
of that. Ethan Sephton’s
25-yard stunner from a

Krystian Green's dipping header
moments later, before exiting on the
hour mark due to injury.

His replacement, Callum
Monaghan, could do little to impact
matters and was powerless to pre-
vent Andre Carvalho-Landell from
rounding him and slotting home
with 25 minutes to play as Strat-
ford's embarrassment continued.

The Bards' nightmare finally
came to a conclusion after 75
minutes, when Green's drilled cross
was tumed into the net by home
defender Jack Turner.

STAR MAN: Sam Mantom (Rushall Olympic)
ENTERTAINMENT: # 3% %%

STUNNING
SIX-GOAL
THRILLER AT
LYE MEADOW

a goal which looked to have
knocked the stuffing out of
the hosts.

Late hope was provided
when Abbey buried a spot
-kick after Danny Waldron
had been felled, with jubi-
lation soon ensuing when
Itota bundled home from
Waldron's initial spilled
shot in the third minute of
added time.

STAR MAN: Will Dovies (Leiston)
ENTERTAINMENT: % %

deadball situation was too
hot for Leiston keeper Sa-
muel Donkin to handle to
restore parity, only for Will
Davies to plant a header
into the bottom-left corner
moments later to the dis-
may of Alvechurch.

The Blues forward dou-
bled his tally for the after-
noon and made it eight fo
the season in the process
after sliding to turn home
Finlay Barnes' low cross -

Five-star
Ravens
produce
stunner

REDDITCH UNITED 1
COALVILLE TOWN 5
By Ben Tyler

COALVILLE Town
romped to a crushing
victory over Redditch
United as Andrew
Wright and Tim
Berridge each notched
a brace.

Wide-man Tom
McGlinchey got pro-
ceedings underway for
the visitors, when he
looped a swerving
effort over the head of
Louis Connor who was
caught off his line.

Shaguille Leachman-
Whittingham had the
best chance to haul
Redditch level when
firing narrowly wide
of the bottom-left
corner, but the Reds
could only stand
motionless to watch
Wright's drive into the
top-left corner from
distance to double
Coalville's advantage.

There was some
hope for the home side
after the break when
Montel Gibson headed
in at the far post but
Coalville continued to
dominate proceedings.

That dominance
would be rewarded
with a late flurry of
goals. First, Berridge
notched his first of the
afternoon when gifted
a free header from
McGlinchey’s left-wing
cross from close-range,
before Wright sealed
his brace with a left-
footer off the
underside of the bar.

The rout was com-
pleted in the 81st
minute when Berridge
fired home a cutback.

STAR MAN: Andrew Wright

(Coalville)
ENTERTAINMENT: ###»

Davis
off the
mark for
Reds

REDDITCH UNITED 2
STIVES TOWN D
By Ben Tyler

PAUL DAVIS saw his
Redditch United side
claim their first win
under his managerial
reign with a deserved
victory against St Ives,

An early scare for
the Reds might have
led many to believe
their recent misfor-
tunes were set to
continue when George
Bailey struck the left-
hand post.

Those fears were to
be eased on nine min-
utes though when
Caolan Boyd-Munce's
cross towards Montel
Gibson was nudged
away only for Stefan
Moore to pounce and
he picked out the top-
right corner with
aplomb.

Redditch soon dou-
bled their lead when
Saints keeper Tim
Trebes parried a
corner kick into the
path of Shaquille
Leachman-Whitting-
ham who steered a
volley through a crowd
of players and had
defender Liam Francis
to thank for claiming
the final touch on its
way in.

A potential goal of
the season was on the
cards when Reds mid-
fielder Declan
Benjamin unleashed
an emphatic swerving
volley from range that
seemed destined for
the top-left corner only
to be turned around
the post by Trebes
before Redditch saw
out a quiet second half
to seal the points.

STAR MAN: Shoguie Leochman

Whitingham (Raddiich Uniled)

ENTERTAINMENT: » #

TABLE-TOPPING Daventry Town

maintained their perfect start to
the season with an emphatic 3-0 victo-
ry at Wellingborough Whitworth.

Goals from Luke Emery, Greg
Anayitos and a late Adam Creaney
penalty clinched a deserved three
points for Arron Parkinson's side.

Second-placed Eynesbury Town
ensured Harborough Town’s early
struggles continued as they were put
to the sword, Jamal McKenzie claiming
the pick of the bunch in a 3-0 win,

Holbeach United handed out the
drubbing of the day with a 6-0 thrash-
ing of Kirby Muxloe, Will Bird and
Jack Smith claiming a brace apiece as
they rose to 12th in the league.

Rugby Town edged a seven-goal
thriller 5-2 at home to Boston Town,
Danico Johnson hitting another hat-
trick to take his tally to eight this term.

Cogenhoe United and Deeping
Rangers both continued their strong
starts with a point apiece at Oadby
Town and Desborough Town respec-
tively, while lan Dunn’s tap-in was
enough to earn Pinchbeck United vic-
tory over Leicester Nirvana.

Ryan Oliver hit a hat-trick to hand
Sleaford Town victory against
Northampton ON Chenecks in a 5-0
romping, with Peterborough Northern
Star equalling that scoreline at
Rothwell Corinthians.

Newport Pagnell Town battled to a
2-2 draw against Wellingborough
Town to earn their first point this term.

BEN TYLER

SLOPPY
PITMEN
SLIP UP
AT THE

CHURCH

ALVECHURCH 2
HEDNESFORD TOWN 1

By Benjamin Tyler

HEDNESFORD TOWN
edged out a feisty
pre-season friendly
at Lye Meadow.

The Pitmen opened
the scoringon 11
minutes moments
after Josh March
had gone close for
the Church; when
a clearance broke
through for Dan
Cockerline to sidefoot
home into the
bottom-right corner.

Approaching the
half-hour mark,
Church were brought
level through Josh
March's thumping
downwards header
into the roof of the
net from a corner-
kick, a deserved
leveller for their
fighting spirit in the
gusty conditions.

Cockerline again
was the thorn in
Alvechurch’s side
as he capitalised on
sloppy defensive
play and thumped
a fierce strike goal-

wards - Evans

having his goal frame
to thank for the scores
staying level going in
at the break.

The substitution
of Mamoke Akauna
brought a fresh lease
of life for the Church
forward line, having
an instant impact
when running in
behind the defence
to meet a searching
ball - but not having
the composure to
finish his hard work
when dragging wide
of the mark.

The visitors nudged
their noses back in
front following
excellent work down
the right from Micky
Nelson to break
through, his ball into
the box was eventually
poked home by Matt
Dodd in the penalty
area to restore their
advantage - a lead
which would remain
intact despite a late
Hednesford penalty
area scramble as the
Pitmen chased an
equaliser.

STAR MAN: Don Cockarling
(Hednestord Town)
ENTERTAINMENT: ## % =



Sporting Khalsa 5-0 Dereham Town - Report

IT WAS five of the best for Sporting Khalsa in a straightforward contest at the Ex p res s & St a r

Guardian Warehousing Arena, with Josh McKenzie twice on target in the
thrashing of Dereham Town.

A LIAM Armstrong show-stopper had manager lan Rowe singing the midfielder's praises, on a day when Josh McKenzie's double set Sporting Khalsa on the way to five of the
best in their thrashing of Dereham Town.

It was a goal-laden opening 45 minutes at the Guardian Warehousing Arena, with McKenzie's double setting the tone for the afternoon, followed by a third from Sean Williams and
an Armstrong effort that had the Khalsa boss in disbelief on the touchline.

"Our fourth goal was the best I've seen in all my time as a manager,” Rowe admitted.
“Liam's hit one from 30 yards out, and that has lifted everything for us again in the game.
“Dereham weren't a bad side at all, they played decent stuff, but we just had that clinical edge.

"It's a bit open again at 4-0 again starting the second half, they played expansively as a young team, it was important we kept playing in the right way, kept our concentration and
kept our clean sheet.”

Burying his first on three minutes from a low, driven cross, McKenzie doubled up his tally on 19 minutes to finish off a free-flowing move as the Lions made their thirst for goals
clear.

With the visitors lacklustre in their approach play, a third from Williams three minutes before the break demonstrated to Dereham how it's done, while there was still time for Liam
Armstrong to thrash home a goal that had everyone who lay witness in awe before the half was out.

Khalsa already had the points in the bag, so it was understandable that a drab second half was to follow, but a cherry on top of the cake was still to come when Miracle Okafor
buried from the spot at the death.

And with Sporting back in action against a wounded Loughborough Dynamo, who fell to a 3-0 defeat at Harborough Town, next weekend, Rowe is eyeing more of the same next
time out.

“They were in the running for the play-offs before the season, and they'll be looking to bounce back after their result," he added.



Seadogs sink
Harriers with
late winner

KIDDERMINSTER Harriers and
Leamington both endured an
afternoon to forget after suffering
narrow National League North
defeats on home soil.

Harriers succumbed 1-0 1o Jake
Charles’ poked finish from close
range nine minutes from lime at
Aggborough, to dent the hosts’
play-off ambitions while strengthen-
ing Scarborough Athletic’s hopes.

It was very much a hit-and-miss
outing for Russ Penn’s side, failing to
provide enough of a threat to test
Scarborough keeper Joe Cracknell.

The Seadogs No 1, though, did
excel after just two minutes when he
pushed away Kane Hemmings’

dead-ball

effort that
looked
destined for
the top
comer.
Krystian

Pearce

headed

over and

Hemmings

fired a

30-yard

free-kick

wide.

Atthe

other end,
Tom Palmer
denied goalscorer Charles with an
attempt from a marter of yards, but
was powerless to deny the Scarbor-
ough man from deciding the contest
when he latched onto a deflected
CrOss,

The result leaves Harriers eighth in
the table, five points behind fifth-
placed Scarborough.

Paul Holleran's ten-man Leaming-
ton were dealt a big blow in the barttle
against the drop, seeing Joe Clarke
dismissed and a Blyth Spartans

M Krystian Pearce

penalty dispatched just before the
break in a 1-0 defeat.

Both Dan Turner and Liam Cross
threatened Alex Michell's goal late in
the opening half as the Brakes pushed
for a goal.

But Blyth struck after Clarke’s
brought down Michael Spellman on
the stroke of half-time, Clarke was
red-carded and Sam Hodgson
stepped up to crash home from 12
vards.

An injury to goalkeeper Callum
Hawkins compounded the hosts'
afternoon, resulting in James Mace
donning the gloves for the closing
stages.

Blyth remain second from bottom,
while the Brakes lie three point and
three places above them.

BOLDMERE ST M 2
RUGBY TOWN 1
By Ben Tyler

BOLDMERE St Michaels left it late to

secure their place in the next round
of the FA Vase, courtesy of substitute Joe
Lyng's 90th minute winner to down ten-
man Rugby Town.

It was the away side who started as the
dominant force, taking an 18th minute
lead from the penalty spot, Romario
Martin slotting home after keeper Lewis
Fenney had felled Simeon Tulloch,

Boldmere would grab a deserved
equaliser after growing into the game,
with another penalty awarded and a red
card for Loyiso Recci for a last-man foul -
Rikardo Reid duly sending the keeper the
wrong way.

And with the game ebbing out, Lyng's
thumping header from a corner flew past
Matt Hill to snatch it for the hosts.

STAR MAN: Daonico Johnson (Rugby)
ENTERTAINMENT: *»

Fans out in force
for Reds’ derby joy

A BUMPER crowd at the Trico
Stadium were witness to a derby
day victory for Redditch United at
the expense of rivals Bromsgrove
Sporting.

Just over 1,100 were in atten-
dance on an afternoon when Lewis
Hudson and Bernard Mensah struck
woe into Bromsgrove hearts, as
Matt Clarke’s men wrapped up a
double over their neighbours to
boost their play-off push.

Despite being on the back foot for
the majority of the opening half, the
Reds hit the front moments before
the break when left back Hudson
wandered inside to meet Mensah's
through ball before whipping a
strike into the far comer.

That advantage was doubled ten
minutes after the restart, putting
United in the driving seat to take
their 11th three-point haul this term.

It came as a result of Ben Sheaf’s

REDDITCH UNITED 2
BROMSGROVE SPORTING O
By Ben Tyler

endeavour down the left flank, with
a low driven cross being turned
home by Mensah to the delight of
the fervent crowd.

The scoreline almost looked much
sweeter for the hosts, had Murphy
Culkin showed more composure
when meeting the rebound from
Sheaf’s original effort, while Danny
King would have given Redditch a
third but for a post denying him.

Despite opportunities for former
Red Dan Sweeney and Miro Pais,
Bromsgrove could not haul them-
selves back into contention in the
closing stages.

STAR MAN: Lewis Hudson (Redditch United)
ENTERTAINMENT: %% %



Express & Star

Glassboys win a thrilling clash

Stourbridge FC | Published: Apr 10, 2023 | # Comments

Stourbridge earned the most dramatic of victories over nine-man Bromsgrove
Sporting.

The Glassboys trailed by two goals until Jason Cowley’s late double four minutes from time,
prior to Farid Mikidam's go-ahead goal on 90 minutes that looked to have completed an
unlikely success on the road.

But the most captivating twists were yet to come, for Jack Newell's stoppage-time leveller
for the hosts was rendered meaningless thanks to Tyler Lyttle's 97th-minute penalty to win
the day.

On an afternoon that atoned for Saturday’s loss to lowly AFC Rushden & Diamonds, it was
the hosts who made the breakthrough despite a positive spell from the visitors, when Prince
Henry dispatched from Brandon Smalley’s through ball on 20 minutes.

It was two 14 minutes later, courtesy of a stunning breakaway and finish from Miro Pais,
drilling the ball through the legs of Charles Price.

Stourbridge seemed unlikely to bring themselves back into contention despite Tom Taylor’s
dismissal for Sporting, until Cowley buried in a crowded box with four minutes to play.

Cowley thumped home from an indirect free kick three minutes later, before Mikidam
sparked pandemonium on 90 minutes with a debut strike to put the visitors in dreamland.

Despite Newell subduing the celebrations with a close-range leveller, Lyttle thrashed home
the all-important winner from the spot moments after Muhammad Sebbeh Njie was sent off
in the subsequent melee.

ALVECHURCH 1
NEEDHAM MARKET 1

By Ben Tyler

PURE striker’s instinct
from Danny Waldron
claimed Alvechurch a
stoppage-time point in a
Good Friday battle.

It was in the 93rd minute
of play when the Church
striker decided to take mat-
ters into his own hands in
a game in which the vis-
itors looked good value
for victory, evading Need-
ham goalkeeper Marcus
Garnham to flick a long
ball forward into the net.

The services of home
custodian Dan Jezeph
were required as early as
the third minute, getting
down low to parry Luke
Brown’s drive, before an
even more impressive save
from point-blank range to
deny Ross Crane’s far-post

WALDRON'S
LATE EFFORT

SAVES

POINT

FOR CHURCH

headerr In an encounter
that showcased both goal-
keepers’ capabilities, Gar-
nham pulled off a stun-
ning last-gasp stop to the
amazement of the home
crowd when pushing away
Waldron’s swivelling shot.

A breakthrough would
come in less spectacular
circumstances, when Dy-
lan Williams’ looping free-
kick was inadvertently
headed into his own net by

Abel Alabi seven minutes
before the break.

The Marketmen should
have doubled their lead
two minutes later; but for
Luke Ingram side-footing
Crane’s layoff wide of an
empty net.

After a drab second half,
Waldron was quickest to
meet a lofted ball into the
box ahead of Garnham.

STAR MAN: Ross Crane (Needham)
ENTERTAINMENT: * %



New boss Ard
Moors ambitio

matches my ow

FOOTBALL: [NCOMING
manager Neal Ardley admits
the opportunity to add to
the growing narrative at
Solihull Moors played a big
role in attracting him to the
SportNation.bet Stadium.
Formerly of AFC thbluiun
and more recently at
County, the 48-year-old w
mally take charge of the club
on July 1 after penning terms
with the Moors, and will be
tasked with leading Solihull to a
National League promotion chal-
lenge in the 2021/22 season.
Having turned out for
Wimbledon and Watford for the
majority of his playing career,
Ardley returned to the Dons

by Ben Tyler

ben tyler@bullivanimedia.com

as manager in 2012 and nota-
bly achieved promotion from
League Two via the play-offs in
the 2015/16 season.
& with AFC, he
moved to ] ounty in 2018
for a three-vear spell, departing
howith the Magpies in the
play-off places after the club fell
away from eventual champions
Sutton 1
And baving waited patiently
for his next managerial role, he
says Moors' ambitions perfectly
met his own aspirations.
“After leaving Notts County |
was hoping my next job could be

a project that would give me the
chance to take a club forward,”
said Ardley.

“From day one, after meet-
ing [hnam members] Darryl
(Eales), Tim (Murphy) and Craig
(Cope), it was clear that there's
a huge ambition to go alongside
the wonderful story of Solihull
Moors.

“I hope to add to the great
work that’s been put in place and
keep the club moving forward —
on and off the pitch.

“I'm really looking forward to
starting with the players after
their strong finish to last season,
.m(l working closely with James
and all the staff at the

Quinn, a coach under previous

managers Mark Yates, Jimmy
Shan and Tim Flowers, has been
promoted to assistant manager,
whilst Ardley's former number
two at County, Greg Abbott,
1o 'LH.'LDIHL' a consultant,
a ng in the areas of player
recruitment and match prepara-
tion.

Moors chairman Darryl Eales,
said making the move for Ardley

has been a long time in the
making.

“I first met Neal when he was
at AFC Wimbledon, and [ was
chairman of Oxford United, I
would have liked to have appoint-
ed him as Oxford manager when
Michael Appleton left to join
Leicester City,” he said.

“At that time, [ deemed it inap-
propriate to approach a man-

Wi
Neal Ardley
will|be]hoping

fora repeat at
Moors?®

ager at another club, so it was
serendipity when Notts County
released Neal - 1 am absolutely
delighted that we have persuaded
Neal to join the Moors project
“I'm also delighted that Quinny
will play a more central role in
the coaching team and that we
have secured the experience and
know-how of Greg Abbott to
assist our push for promotion.”

Kyle left Hud over
heels with awards

FOOTBALL: TRIPLE award winner
Kyle Hudlin pointed to his persist-
lief in his own ability behind
essful season, having made
iderable impact in his debut
onal League campaign,

The 20-year-old ended the term on
a high by starting in Moors' 2-0 final
day win over Eastleigh on Saturday - in
which James Ball and Joe Sbarra netted
to end the visitors" play-off ambitions -
capping a season in which he netted 11
times in all competitions for 1 1th-placed
Solihull.

To top it all, the towering six-foot,
nine-inch forward was crowned joint-
top goalscorer alongside Ball, as well as
taking the Young Player of the Season
and Goal of the Season prizes after the
full-time whistle at the Sportnation.bet
Stadium.

‘With a hat-trick of accolades to high-
light the remarkable campaign Hudlin
has had since making the move from
Midland League club Solihull United

by Ben Tyler
ben tyler@buliivantmedia.com

back in October, the young gun feels he
has provided the perfect first glimpse
of his talent.

“I didn't expect to get all of those
awards, but I'm grateful for getting
them,” he said.

“I feel like I've had a good season
considering where I've come from.

“1 always knew I had the ability to do
it. I'm just so grateful to the club for
giving me a platform and allowing me
to showease myself which | feel like |
did this scason.

“The supporters have seen that too,
in terms of proving it to everyone else,
s0 I'm grateful that I've done what I've
done to back up my talk.

“l knew it was going to take a lot
of patience to cement mysell within
the squad, and even when [ did score
a couple of goals I knew I still hadn't
confirmed my place.”

And having netted the majority of his
goals since the arrival of Mark Yates in
February, the forward believes the man-
agerial change had a positive impact on
him personally.

“He had a lot more trust in me, so [
appreciate the opportunities that I got
[from Mark],” Hudlin added.

‘I'm glad that I've been able to show
that I've got a wide range of goals [in
me], I'm not just a heading man.

“I've got a bit of everything, I showed
that I've been creative with the back
heel against Notts County, that I can
create my own piece of magic against
Halifax.

“It's pleasing that most of my goals
have been vital ones, most have been
winners.”

Re-iterating his desire to keep repay-
ing the club for taking a leap of faith
in snapping him up from Step Seven of
the non-League ladder, Hudlin added:
“I need to take [into perspective] the
difference of levels from where ['ve
come from.

'Kyle]Hudlin,iright, shared/Moorsgtop goalscorer ‘awardwith P8
ames]Ball, left, this term. P#cture by _Richard King:
b

“I didn't understand how good of a
season I've had to score the goals that
1 have,

“I've jumped six steps, il 1 was o

do the same iin it would be impos-
sible, so it's a situation where I'm over-
whelmed and grateful for everything the
club have done for me,”




Hungry Rouslers
looking to storm
back into action

by Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bullivanimedia.com

FOOTBALL: BRENDAN EKelly
says his Bromsgrove Sporting
players are m:hmg to step back
onto the Vietoria Ground turl
when they host Hitchin Town on
(3pm).

The Rouslers suffered the disappoint-

Top of the table
PWDLF AGD Pt
Eoesy B11 415 5 05
Poterborough Sp 29 17 6 680 43 37 57
Raoyston Town 2515 6 550 27 2351
aTmome purig s i
AFCRushden 4D 2814 7 749 42 740
‘Coahvilia Town 2813 9 649 30 1948
MNuneaton Boro 31 13 81053 43 1047

weekend, and to add to their fr
promotion rivals Peterborough ~<w;ru=
Rushall Olympic and Stour md;.l all
managed Lo play and pi

A rit 1o action on Saturday |p..n(|\l
side occupying I?lh in the
the srm:m rn League Premie
lnhlc

that deni
October”
mind.
“[ln the previous mecting] it was
quite even in the firs /|
od the s\lorldllml

d Sporting all three points in
-2 draw still fresh in Kelly's

with 2 last Hitehin equaliser

i
we !ild

lurlwd L
Redditeh alrmtly this season,

know anyone can beat anyvone at this
level T ot Lo be und:‘neﬂlumlul

Because of the reaction that we've
bad to our last defeat [a 3-0 loss a
kome to Coalville] and going three
games unbeaten, you want the games (o
keep coming thic

“The players are ra
L }iluhm lmm tl

L ln' e 1;,.1|n lili-\ time aron
One player wha

Kieren wastwoad, right, will face a

monitored closely I-. mibdhelder Kieren
Westwood, who has suffered a back
imjury but has a 50-50 chance of being
fit for the weekend.

Kelly says that while he s on the
I:-Ukmll 1o add to the squad, he is more
py Lo turn to the club’s youth
which has already proved a
Iy line to the first team

of wtilizing the whole of
Sporting’s manager on

2 wi ies.
e have s number of players who

lor
against Hilc!lin Right, Sam %cmns
has already stepped into the first
team. Pictures by David Ketlle.

are capable of playing out of position
o we're fortunate in that area,

¢ seen & lot of the under-18s
5 -\nd 1 wm:ldnl b afraid to turn

i,
are lads coming through il necded.”

Boars must be ruthless to

RUGBY UNION: DAN Protherough
Beelieves it will be a game of few opportae-
nities when Bromsgrove head to Burton
Snturday’s Midlands Premier mecting
pm).
xtle-placed Boars have swept
asice both Broadstreet and Bridgnorth in
recent weeks, puiting them frmly in th
L r.:;: top-three finish come the
e

While !‘ml] rwu,h = side got the better
of 4-14 comeback victory in
October, lh& Boars -\Iml hiss no doulits

that a
Peel C
I'Jn_\ e good side, we'
them a few times - ather th
v

real ehallenge will await them at

i hways been great grm
said Bromsgrove's director of rughy.
=11 b & very tough game this m\k
e with the wet lui[[ uil»d;f
St

stop victory hopes going for a Burton Exeitin

te be the weekend off in the mateh calen-
dar, so now we're suddenly playing, eve-
ryone in the league is going 1o be missing
@ fow players.
“It"s & case of putling together a team
that we know can eause them problems.”
B real

to extend their winning sequence in the

el
Protherough knows better than to

underestimate the opposition, and says
his team will need o dig deep to keep the
TGIMERTUm going.

“It’s hard because as we saw in the last
same against Broadstreet, there's not a
Eot between most sides,” he sald.
I)mmun

el third
froms top, every gune is a potential win,
but also 2 peaential loss. So m\'\m;m\ Hol
s On our own performunees more

s kinds of ganies In this weath-
ot to b grood a1 ballding from

set-pieces, taking upmmmnw\ anel b mp,
‘e away casy yards

“None of the upeoming g.mm will b
casy, some of the teams we'll be playing
will be serapping for thetr lives.™

Bromsgrove will be without the .nhu ut
Will Harris and Drew Harper this week
Jack [‘Iulnlu 1;:»- departed lhr

“lantastic addition” since arriving in the
suminer.

g Boars revamp

IS gatherlng pace nicely

Ly Ben Tyler

pen, ylerg@bulivantmadia com
RUGBY UNION: THE
FINISHING line for
Bromsgrove Rugby Club's
fund-raising  push  for

revamped changing facilities
at Finstall Road is within
sight thanks to the generous
backing of supporte

While proceedings on the
pitch have ground to a halt for
almost a year since the out-
break of the pandemie, the club
are busy off the leld plotting
a redevelopment of their home
that will drive Bromsgrove for-
ward when the Midland Pren
side do  eventually resume
action.

With the Boars® initial tar-
get of 520,000 already smashed
within the first three weeks of
their Crowdfunder campaign
launching, the club are push-
ing on to hit the 530,000 mark
which will allow for covered
outdoor seating for spectators
and new floodlights - in addition
to the new physiotherapy faeili-
ties, strength and cundlllcnung
area and refurbished changing

rooms for men, women and
children,
As of Wednesday morning,

the fund-raiser sits at a total

138 supporters
who have Bought into the elub’s
extensive reward scheme, which
ranges from purchasing a brick
in n commemorative wall dodi

um-:i Lo the :Iuh 5 SUPPHOrers
itali

Finstall Park

to hos
Tor futw nlb.

Dan Protherough,
Bromsgrove's director of rughy,
says the fortheoming develop-
ments bhave been a long time
coming and anticipates a posi-

tve knock-on effect for all of
the Boars' adults and  junior
sides.

“The club for a number of
years have wanted to develop
the changing areas which have

t‘xhiw:l for & long time,” he

has a single shower block,
has got six changing
rooms connected to i, this in
effect means that yon can’t nec-
essarily have men and women
i time using
and the
Idren.

“Therefore, we're very restrict-
ed in what we can ac
terms of broadening ouw

biase
and what we can offer to the

Jocal conmmunity.”

Those sentiments were ech-
oed by first team manager
Clare Foster, who added: “It
will hope! full_v enable us to have
A wome and girls' seetion,
which we've tried a couple of
times over the years but have
never quite managed to get off
the ground.

If we could get the renova-
tions done for next season, that
wionild be amazing, the sooner
we can arrange the money, the
soaner we ean get out there [to
begin cons

ction work],"
gly, the effect of
has drastically lim-
il reven
the club now have
rendering the fund-raiser a nec-
essary one in the current eli-
mate,
“Normally, the club mns a
number of big fund-raising
activities, such as the sports-
man’s lunch in the summer,
the gala ball and bonfire night,”
l’mum ugh continued,

“Th three events have a
JnugL impact on the club’s fund-
raising efforts in a 12-month
period and unfortunately lasi
ear they all had to be can-
celled.”

To contribute to the fund-
raiser, visit www.crowdfunder.
eoukbromsgroverughy.

The Boars chief says the
effects of the fund-raisin
campaign will be far-reac
ing across the club. Ph:!ure
Andy Jepson.

Sporting walit to
learn their fate

FOOTBALL: BROMSGROVE Sponing will
await to hear the implications of Monday's
address by Prime Minister Boris Johnson
on the government's exit plans from the
third national lockdown - which may finally
bring their 2020/21 season to an early
close. ] ) )

Any decision to bring the curtain down
on Steps Three to Six of the non-League
fadder will be crchestrated by the Football
Association, who have decided to delay
taking any action until hearing the latest
government instruction. )

‘While the outcome may be a negative
one as far as the prospect of Brendan
Kelly's Rouslers returning to the pitch is
concerned, a decision on continuing - or
bringing to an immediate end - the cur-
rent campaign will at least put a stop to
the uncertainty that has surrounded the
grassroots level of the game in previous
weeks and months.

It has also been revealed, per a Football
Association statement, that any resolution
to the 2020/21 season will take into con-
suderatucn the action taken by the National

% e and National League North/South
- at Step One and Two respectively - wha
have been voting on the outcome of their
respective divisions.

There could be a situation, for exam-
ple, whereby Sporting's Southern League
Premier Central season continues, whilst
Worcestershire rivals  Kidderminster
Harriers in National League North abandon
their campaign with immediate effect.

Should play resume for Bromsgrove,
a restart date of early March has been
recemmended, altnou‘gn this will again be
impacted directly by the Prime Minister's
outlining of plans to bring the nation out
of the cumrent lockdown.

B way of comparison, Sporting had

Ieted 31 fixtures at the beginning

arch 2020 prior to the abandonment
of the 2019/20 season, but have only
played eight league maiches this time
around - statistics which offer little realistic
hope of a full league programme being
Aerrrlate s



Kelly aims for dellghtful dozen

Ly Ben Tyler
ben tylenmbulivantmodia com

FOOTBALL: BRENDAN Kelly
has  targeted 12 wins from
Bromsgrove Sporting's remain-
ing games in a race to the finish
line with their promotion rivals,

e Rouslers  remaln second
despite Saturday’s 6-0 demolition
of Lowestoft Town at the Victoria

!

each,
Leaders Tamworth remain
‘mﬂ:limm League

jead over Bromsgrove, l!h-
remain strong title favour-
s until their next slip-up,

It's a sitwation that Kelly is keen
\0 |I\ﬂl|t‘ll("\ by pulling pressure on
st rivals - starting with
trip 1o Hedwesford Town

forward
i MeDaonald
wml]-l rm duubl leave Rouslers fans
cunLﬂd_mlt of seeing through Kelly's

e
low m! l]n knul (.r Frin (I ¢ they've
rting's maniger
1I||v.*-[ul<h- ﬁw—p.amc winless

“But you only have to look at
Tuesday night’s game with Needham
Market. Coalville would have been
expected to have won that a1 home
but Needham turned them over - so
anything can happen in this league,

I your mentality and concentri-
tion Ievels aren’t right, then you ¢an
lose 1o anyone, The thing for us is
never to concentrate on the opposi-
tion, we always look 1o concentrate
on ourselves.

[here are 12 games left and we're
targiting wins in all of them, so who-
ever gets nearest to B3 points will be

Shaquille MeDonald chases down a long ball, Picture by David Besley.

embark on another pre
not too dissimilar to Last season.

Then, Bromsgrove wenl Loe-lo-toe
Peterborough Sports - who are
i dentally the next closest side in
the tithe race in third - for the entirety
of the campaign.

While Sporting pulted the shor
straw of having 1o 1ake the play
off route after missing out on the
sole automatie promotion spot, their
experience of having been in this
position before will no doubtl prove
lm‘!’ui 1o Kelly's current crop.

And with three strikers in Gregory,
MeDonald and Mikey Taylor contrils-
mmg consistently to the goalscoring
o the Irishman has talked up the
:mn:-m\:lce of the trie in deciding

Richard Gregory celebrates his hat-trick goal. Picture by Andrew
Maguire.

their destiny.

“There is an element ol compieti-
tion between the three,” said.

“But all of them murc focused
on the team and chipping in to the
overall goal tally,

“AL the same
to have three lad:
:( in the =

. Taylor is clearly lead-
uy at the top of the charts
with Gro;mu :md

‘s brilliant

d he subject of particu
after making his landmark
appearanee.
“If you Inok back at the goalscor-
is club hos had, he'll go
of the best goalscorers
in m,lns%m\e history.
Chriz Conway was well out on his
own for a while before Jason Cowley
came along. Rich is now chasing

his 1040

Jason down with 81 goals
appearances so far,

“Alot of people had question m:nl.a
over Rich before this season ut
whether he could make the -mp up,
but P've seen a different side to him,
especially sinee he's taken on the
ponslbility of the ¢ '

He's beeome strong

end.

“You look at his goal ratio, he's

central o our plans and he's hungry
e -k 0 “lub.”

We want to make sure trength-
en the squad but don’t want to upset
the balance,” hie sal

into what the elub is about.”

Kelly: Battle
up will cont

to go
inue

to very last game

by Ben Tyler
ben her@bulivanimedia com Top of the table

w GD
FOOTBALL:  BROMSGROVE ,“:"w“’:;",;m Zun £
Sporting manager Brendan Kelly sm 2715 E
believes  the Southern  League ﬁorc‘s ndon “m iz

Premicr Central promotion race
will go right down to the final day.
The Rouslers” reign at the top of the table
was ended on Tuesday when Tamworth
recorded a 2-0 win at Alvechureh, thanks

4

&
T o 1 M-}
T e

~8
EE55500YED

when he's been in goal. He appeared at
Alvechurch on Boxing Day [a 4-1 win],
but we'd already conceded by the time
b came on,

Bromsgrove earned theie 1i6th win
this term at the Banbury Plant
Community Stadivm on Saturday,
ly highlighting the significanes of vi
inst one of the old guard at Step

tory agai

1 think mot only the Lads, but myself,
did a bit of soul searching after the
Coalville game. To show that level of
after the fun we were on was

two goals from substitute 5 Lait,
move two points clear with two games
in hand,

Sporting had recorded a 1.0 victo
B:m}mr} United on Saturday after
or's strike to bounce back after their
'i 0 humbling by Coalville Town in their
previous outing,

=1 hawve to say the promotion battle will
[ g0 chown o the wire],” he said. “T went Lo
watch the game at Abvechurch and from
what I saw it was a bit of a smash-and-
gr'\b fmm them.

|L[p«l Ihc Hull»h-n: to a bam-
esult ot The Spiers & Hartwell

o against I:mlxiur\ One

oppasition on Monday.

"It makes it easier for mu when we're
seoring and i mes, we've

Bot make sure we keep i
Il said the Sporting

harlic's given me
headache for the m:u
selection on

>-1.:|l'l' all([ 4
that it will go on until the end of the
SASON.

“From Tamworth's point of view,
when you have the Tikes of Chris Lait,
a player of that quality to come off the
benel, then you're always gndm. o e
eonfident of your chances.”

Aflter being  shell
defeat

He 1ml a bad game 3
Ki

1 mcw]lrm at Evesham,
“If he can do that every
week then lie’ll be invalu-
able to us,
£ “Linm Spink in mid-
field was excellent,
and it was good

Sparting roeled

g results, Following

!l:mlmry they
he

advanced 1o the final of o give Max
Worcestershire Senior Cup Beardmore @
with g Gef) pout of Eveshom mame in goal
United to set up a clash We're  yet

with either Alvechurch or o concede

alarm:m;. he said,

“We hope to go on another little run
now, The defence was brilliant in tht
game al Banbury, and have no doubt
about it, that was a big scalp for us
against an established elub at this level,

“They were beaten fair and square,”

The Rouslers will return to the Vietoria

turiay to face 1Gth-placed
m

Ground on &
Lowcestofl Town (3 3
It offers the title ehallengers a real
oppertunity to address their indifferent
rome form, where they have won just six
14 matches.
ting Trawler Boys have strug-
gled against topsix opposition this sea-
som, having only recorded a slender
inst Coalville Town in Novem
v warns they will be tough uppu—

=Tt won't be strajghtforward, Ive said it
the lads before bu ¢ Leam that
reat us is ourselves,’

wiurday. At this stage of the season,
vou can forgive luds for slip-ups through
fatigoe, but we need to just get points
regardiess of how we perfon

Match reports - Page 39

TOP: Ethan
Priest looks

to lem..g off a

challenge.
0620003MMR4

LEFT: James
Martin looks

Ior a g;a

Pictures by
Marcus Mingins
To order copies

of our photos,
visit www.
buyphotos247.
com

RUGEBY UNION: BROMSGROVE
had to do it the hard way against
visitors Broadstreet to win their
Midlands Premier encnunter 19-16
with the last play of the

A conple of tries frnm uak Holt
and one from Tom Sadler, two
of which were converted by Will
Harris, took the Boars to their
tenth vicetory of the campaign so

far, despite the hosts being behind
for the majority of the match,

Dan Protherough's i‘lhh-plnced
side, on 50 points, are now within
of nearest rivals

P!
orth (53pts), but have a
off before a trip to Burton
next Saturday, February 15.
W Match report - Page 38
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It’s away the lads as

The Standard, Friday February 7, 2020

Crowther relieved to see late goals seal last-four tie

The Standard, Friday February 7, 2020

FOOTBALL: ASSISTANT 3
Crirmtlise pm he was not confideant
pa were going to capitalise
ol number of Chuarice
s last-gasp win ot

v Andy

lwer from Jumes.
& Davies cline

An S2nd-minute cou
Lemon was followed by

fnish seven mimites later, booking
the Salimen’s p 1 the semi-finals of
thie West Midiinds Division One League

title l:m.unu--. created
= aplenty, they were unalde
rnall- 10 U sward,

To br honest, we domi the
game and mmutch-l; outplayed them,”
sald Crowther,

“We did our thing,
stige whe -hh-lnu
1o gt ner.
“Hut rau 1-L.t- o ||)<
They worked la ol
front, and then \lIJ[kN
antil the end,”

\\ .:1- o 3

it got 1o the
k we were golng

last weekend,
s teip to Deluhiay
1 their ntent

k from the start was ovident,
chances falling to Brad Burgess,

Connor Colling, Lemeos
albeit 1o no avai

i,
Against the run of play, Bromyard hit

il Ben Tilbury,

‘Eventually,

Jack Davies fires the winnl
Droitwich goal pa
Rhodes on Tuesday nig
by Mathew Mason,

from close m.gr by Jason “eilinh-
uhlmll.m Alrx
ard rew -lilw:l in fro

s progress of the Saltmen could
I

et for b
out Juke J[nll,)]w il M
pa continued 1o
u' llll"l' when Cory 'I |(Id

\nl\lh- -«ulmlmu Jordan Cox
shaild nm- done better from a promis-

the e d
and it was Lemon who |1r-n|<ln‘|l it just uh
i the nick of time.

5t koo,
Piclure

dispatched clinically to send the visitors
Tox through.
Spa pow turs thelr sttentions beck to
v the

eApOnsE,
Rhodes
wen the stheks

i ddoubl

from Oliver

the bar from

10 keep doing our thiin:
e pliyed

« i
Jnat um‘ et gane,
With s ingiaries to repart, the

,1: v«-‘.|\1.r-. \!\«(lrlw (3pm), (;-w«nmr

@ perception of his side has
sidernbly this

‘s wmo:lunu that is scen
bee

with how

ingt
Darlaston o fow weeks
i

Entering the elosing stages of regula. Saltmen
the back of Matt Oliver’s net with their o Hime, the forw: { hand to will have a fully-fit squad e for
first ogening of the game when a corner  guide the ball ho range,  sclection sgainst the Black Cowntry visi-

to the far post which was headed home

before Davies went |I|rmls.h on goal and

tors,

Kelly: Fan-tastic
show was for the
Rouslers faithful

FOOTBALL: have a relative
Evesham Unitod 0 charge, but iy
Bromsgrove ing & comfurtable evening.
wosonrsn.ro Imvitation Cup W mm plag-
Repert by Bon Tyer and Max Bannes

win to our

o o the med up in their numbens yet
g faithiul ay support st this level bs
Monday's  ungaralicled.”

OF % ey Opening quATer, Sporting
grew into the game with half-chances falk
mg rnr TeR Mills anal Higginson,

23l hemminite

o5 Cup ~émi-firal
The playatle” lh:\ﬂlr Dhovwel seoned

a hatarick, while

MeDonald and

Tic e

1
,\ foul in by Uni I defonds
r"han.bﬁu..n on Josh Quaynor il\lulnl

Boars’ team-work
will be essential to
end season in style

RUGBY UNION: N Protherough
is hopeful that his tight-knit unit at
Bromsgrove will continee to ground
out the points to complet
tive first season back in
Premier.

The fifth-placed Boar mmumml
position with a Lt 9.

paosi-
flands

}htwl\li«'l last v\ L aht'r tries
lnul\ Josh Holt (2), Tom T and o
e of comversins from Will Harris o
Firstall Foad,

It was o 10th victory from 17 gumes
played, ard Beomsgrove director of m,ﬂ»y
Protherough is quictly mrrh-p- of prodisc.
runvin e cutl urlll\‘

1o ook too far ahesd, bt

v puashied a ot of sides close and never
peent ot of any of the gunes that

we've played so far,” Protherosgh said,

Ly Bon Tyler
ben byl

imedia.com

“Our focus s 1o get our hemsibs down and
Keep going, What we've got (= & squad of
lokes, on and off the pitch,

eally good
that wark hard for each ather,

e the boys keep dabng th
ot plnyed badly ir

e bl sinoe €

s,

side Broadstr

supigest,” Protherough added.
“Runour

players an

maibe i n real battle,

We've
iy of the games that

Hoars chif was keen to give credis
ey & macke
Drosagravg work haed for the win despite
their lowly league posstion of 12th,
It was @ very tough game st weekend;
re o ot better than the bague table

it Uy siggried 2 pumber of
before the game, and they

e wore losing 3-0 a1 half-
playing against the wind, so |-. p- m v-ulu
that scoreline wasn't too bad as
- e back ot r..( the a-mmd Tealf
we g turned
|0-m- re nus.
L

_\- with four oF five
’tfl-'r that we kept them
;mm.-a In and after five or six attacking

ascs wee seoned with the last play of the

“We had 1o show & ot of charsetér sl
belief 45 o group in order Lo come ou on

..:r

Ed Krawlecki looks 1o break the Broadstreet line. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 0620003MMR1 To buy our photes, visit www.buyphotos247.com

Upbeat Monners seek home comforts after away woes continue

RUGBY UNION: DROITWICH coach
Tilair Fisnter antic otlier close
fought encounter against Ludlow on
Saturday when the tw,
i Iyn Mitchell Men

to the fixture on
8-1% humbling away
» Micllands One West title challeng:
grs Lichflold last weekend, Tries from
5

SON, |
e the
ES

version, 1»n
% at Cooke

But Hunter remains confident that

with 2 good bae Lm,, this weekend,
ack Lo winni
s ngainst the -m.lh.plm-u \hlllir‘-

e Monners
w

the sid
i :k-:utwr.

"
in Shropshin

1 we play 1
iy v It

g

r full potential and
hekr num.

Hunter admits that while the galf
between Drojiwich and second-placed
Lichfield was evident last weekes
matters were not helped by i injury-
o second half ||m d.—plrml the
mers” numbers £
H-‘ 1 ontinued: Il.ul a disjointed
75 per cent -.um,glh To have
24 lhic 3c0rs dawir to 70 points wold
have been an Il‘\l'llll‘lll

“But in the st 15 minutes we fin:
Iadved with  the piteh, W
hadt fodr injuries [u il Horton

Knight, Handford and Skinner| and
with all of our options from the bench on
i keen 1

‘I'In'u backs -J o
il §0 thee secomd half the:
part. We were chasing s

ay wo really straggl

are back on home turf

ner
= the club address
mmplex” in the coming months
ndds knew it would be toug)

i it doesn't el having

umter sabd.

e
I you ook elsewhere, Worcester

the same prablem in
yeirs.

nt proposition

drest the bottom six

Boys race away
to Midland title

ATHLETICS: BROME
c‘mn;; undus L3 kop: poukd
e winning
Cross («:\um b{hnmv!m‘hlp age :ms»-

The event al Prestw

mllﬂ"m wn:rd-\ the final total.
The team of Matt Bevins (5th). Nath,
(15, Sam nnmn, (14th) and Willem

th Northampton AC an
rstocy scond wivd third Fespectively.
BER's mmr—la boys point-scorors
SUppOrte
and Spencer !In,'m\(l 9th).

ROVE & EE.IJHIT(‘I{ Athletic
aintained their

eir \!Jd and Countles
i anghb

cludes 10 nwmlrn hﬂom Ij|r \ﬂdl.lmh and Koulh

West, with the top four finishers fromn cach club

an 'iluu.lem

(!md] were comfortable winpers of Hw!r age
o Wi d Birchfield

es William Pridden (26th)

araugh.

mbry

were well

Sanders and Sam

Left to right, Willem Hembry. Mathan

e remain alive after a 6.4
tﬂum»h over Madl

Kelly Kenward and Hannah
Weston wore waable 16 gef
Brom e off to a positive
geart e ¢ going dwm in three

cts, 62, 6-7, 7-6, to the visi-
tors opening dus,

The hosts recovercd, how-
ever, with Ann Banner and
Isabelle  Bracknall winning
the second rubber 6.1, 6-3,
followed by Kenward and

I"EHH{S. BRL E Weston's ive 6-1, 6-0
pes of a toptwo fin.  success in the penultimate

Bh 1 Diviaion Tova of e i,

Herefordshire and  Wore-  Despite suffering defeat in

(‘bl(‘rl-hl Waomen's Winter the final rubber, when Banner

and Bracknall lost out 3-6, 6-3,
. the successive straight-
seis victories were enough to
give third-placed Bromsgrove
the bulk of the points.

David Lloyd Bromsgrove A
stay top of Men's Division One
after seeing off sixth-placed
Stourbridge A 82,

Gearge Southall and James

Nolan a(:ll off to a flier
mnning 2 with the Mrst
tanlllI("I' 2, 63 against

Bromsgrove B boost top-2 bid

Bichard Banno and Denham
Williams, though the alterns-
tive pairing of Liam Hadfield
and James Troth a more
difficult time in their 7-
defeat by Adam Tranter and
Jack Hingley.

Hadficld and Troth recov-
ered to fire their way past
Banno and Willlams 6-2, 6.2,

by Southall  and
Nolan's 6-3, 6-0 IIN'MMI!!
n.r.l

ints clear at lnr top of the
division, altho nearest
Tivils Warostar BEvs & Rame
in hand,

Nr-ll.uxnmw‘a-r Kelly Nhu.li«l e waes
0ot Cxpoeting such & one.s)
ders & Harwell J:ll»
"1 think we spake befor
eing unare of Wit son of chatlengs they
v
ey're doing well

ey the speot-kik

Bromsgrove found a second 11 min-
wtes fater, when Kieren Westwood played
through Taylor, who lashed into the bots
tom comer after hobding off his marker.

their league, and

It was three on 38 mimses, afier an
atternpt from Mills nadvertenly found the
run of INnMI v\‘hr: gubded the ball into the

with

fousth i
¥ the 2. Sigain i was Dy and
Dowi who quml | up ovce s b
latter touchi e midfelder's
Belore pieking ot the botloe comer.
Linm Spink threatened 1o net o Gith

o
efforts that f.'nlk«l to trouble visiting “keep-
or Max Beardmore.
s hatarick 13
Hyard effont arrowed into
the comer, out of reach of the despairing
Lochinn Robertson.
oL Wit con
utes to play after A
Will Shorrock
o from chose

dedd with nine ndn-
il il from

Taylor strikes again

:.nhnry Unlt;d Om

rOmsSgrove. 1
ﬁmmnmw nm“:w Central
Report by Max Banner

MIKE Taylor's goal on the stroke
or half-time was the difference as

msively resolute Rouslers
cgnumu.-d their «l\lunlnl awny form
g:.h a sleader viclory at Banbury on

The mmum hosts started the
m with intent at the Banbury
Hire (,‘ommullu' Stadium,
bnl were unable to truly threaten

mpis

mehlermlemnm-dzw
unable 1o take his chance when being
denled by Platt in a one-on-one.

It was a costly miss, as Lop scorer

ylor fired the vhllom]mo the lead

moments later b B0th minote.

After ommmllns his  marker,
Richard Grey forward to
the of h::- penalty area before
playing an -perfect P hmunl\
1o his strike partner, who guided
fl.:mmll, all past the enrushing Jack

[

Taylor almost had = ﬁmud
four minutes later afte
of attempts - the first of u‘hlch

ht, wins the sprint

race with Banbury's Lewis Wilson.

Picture by Phil Baker.

rﬂn cleared off the line by Charlie
Glorgle Rasulo threatened to haul

the hosts level with a free-kick that

was batted away by Platt after the

rotart, while & succession of

s for Kariboni, Ravi Shamsi and

Fasanmude nidwl:r through the

tless.
Wrmmr tlm'li ticking down, Will
i Frock anld Shagul III M llwll.ld
tested Harding. fol
Taylor strike ns spmln: -muen :
10th away league win in

OM SATURDAY we made the :horl
trip 10 Banbury, whore wo nooded
:esponso fram the Coan.-.ue loss,

Mot only was it a bad ragull aga-nsl
the Ravens, but we didn’t pliny wi!
and being complotely Iwnosl we
haven't been hal with how we've
Dlaynd on the whole in the last fow

INSIDE VIEW

Wu inow It was |nﬂ o De wuﬂh
going to Banbury.
many at home and it a cthuIl pmm
1o play, but it was ono of our bost
porformances in torms of hard work,
desire, determination and a real will to

get the all-imponant theee points.
Evary singla player put a shift in
and getling that first goal was vital, |

thought as a tearm wo dotended bril-
lantly and ware worthy of the peints
al the end of the gama.
wa travelled to
stershing Senios
Cup for a semifinal which again was
.mpnrl.am 1o us,
n you play feotball, no matter
whal compohllnn LT b il
10 win, You wanl to g Io cup finals
and again we were bl
Wo were ruthless in erﬂl n' gﬂﬂ|

players, but you could tell wo just had
IDClI-mUChff dl Saturd

ooking forward to Salurday,
welcome Lowasioft to tho VG, its o
long journay for them but it mII
business as usunl for us as another
ihtee points is up for grabs.

We'll be deing all we can to main.
Tain our form from the 1ast two games
10 keop our promotion target on frack,

Eariior in the weak, | was 10id IMI
if sedociod, that Saturday’s game will

Be my 100th -|ppoamnm |nr :hu cfub

wmkcu hard and m:mn [
o Mo

Evosham, as they have some goou

vary prow
The twe years at this Innl.ashn eluly

have been lhc best of my careor, on
and off tho pitch

T've mat some friends here that |
will have for Iife and have good rela-
fronships with the chairman, director
of foaiball, managemont team, playoers
- past and present - and of course
the Best fans in non-League.

It i an honour 10 caplain this club
a5 we climb through the non-League
pyramid and | w.ll oon:.nun to give my
al for as long as I'm here.

Soo you all on Saturday. Got
Dor:mo us and gol the Shed End rock-
ing!

Fairfield have the wind taken
out of their sails by equaliser

FOOTBALL: FAIRFIELD Villa had
settle for a point '\;um\‘ r-um fu.ng

Pt \!ull.mll la'\xal-

I! draw at The Recreation
s w respectable resull for
Krnh I!r:p\-r s mon, V\IHI Dan !altlhm S
-minute coener gobng all the way
inte the net before Danny Muarphy lev-
elled from e spot after the restart for
he fourth-placed Millers,
With the
both sides” atte
ing football, ull

blustery coi

Enins stunting
play enterpris-
were few and far

Joseph He d keeps close labs
on his marker, 0620002MMRS

ond, while
the o

i
after the re
erything e (ru-u soal.
an equaliser,
= handball
Murphy to

when 3 harsh ;wuhy .un [
by Joseph Hevwood allowe
ash home from 12 yard:

Ten i
Jamie Burkackl’s AI\ =0 fur this ses

son, but hope for 4 better outcoms than
the it suffered in their previous
the Recreation und

W BARNT Green Spartak
ing (o bounce back aftes
defeat when ¢ head 1o secomd-pl;
islon

will e lm»

shle wit
defent a1
draw

'#m-u.l{lu!. h e
ded a mecond in the
to edge a closely-fought

llu' vl

ireen
In front oft the

effort 1o be

sts regtalned the lead with
mintes remadning when Reuel Prescod
nudged the ball ime the art with his

Fairfield's Ross Dempster, II$II. battles a Feckenhlm p]ayll for

suslon. 0620002MMR12

clures by Marcus Mingins

purchase our photos, visit ww.buyphotos247.com

shin, and 1t looked enough 10 sec them
through to & sixth victory of the sea
san,

thut a lexller with seconds eenaining
of norm ¢ rescued o point for the
eague m..pum.

Symonds hat-trick in vain as title-chasing Albion

SUNDAY FOO reni.t.
Heath

DIVISION One |u |I| Premior Divislon
b up to second with an
T of At £ Ay
was repeated by be
¢ Corinthinns in the prel
the Premier Cup.
Reds were on the
with e rd
ok Berry on tanget for

Winyates
thrash-

< ¢ i
fixture in the Hromsgrove & District
League. v

Andrew Court, Stephen Muson, Anron
Murphy and Tom Heynolds

vers, with X

il seoring @ hal-trick fo
ion remain top on 16 |m||
v played o

Bromsgrove.
Longhbridge Social are through to
10 anay to
s o Luke

than

m

nts as semicfinatists Back
Rulrery Athletico

st for.
wls hae sunk o the
slon Two after Josing -4
ling Battle with relegation

in an enthr
rivals Al

Brac djat and Ben
il ch from Scan

Bowden and Kyle Styles

r second viclory «

Mroggting Rubery and
0 Tifth,

second-bottom after
1 on their home tarf

by leaders Wr-.i }Iutll Allstars. Jason

Gilibons

s
Albstars rem
pobnts ahe
Norton sit five poins adrift,

Third-placed Cofton Hd Boys swept
nsiede Stoke Prior 30 in Division Three,
thanks 10 Jemes Gasson, Karl Parkinson
and Jason D Aguilar sirikes,

Bromsgrove Partisan pul ten past
Grapevine & Norton In the group stage
owl Cup, Nick Badger
finished mm four goals, white Paul
Paul Badger, Sam Bunn,

grab points

Aaron Magcrof
dded

el A:Inm l'-lluu.rr alve
10-0

Easemore

nettedd the visiters reply from the \Jnﬂ
Broughsons are safely through 1o the

last four of the WA Harris Cup, courtesy

of a IR"N‘“ o Rubery M .

1
Bunn were the scerer
O fit, setting u
ing against either Rule
Duke of York.




'_ Number ten Joe Cairns
heads home United's second.
Picture by Jeff Bennett.

Coronavirus puts football
on hold for three weeks

iy Ben Tyler

Do iylen@bulivantmeda com

FOOTBALL: COVENTRY'S
Midland League sides face at
least three weeks without any
games afller grassroots [ootball
was suspended on Monday.

The call was made by the UK govern-
ment in response o the growing fears
caused by the coronavirus pandemic,

As a result of the decision, the non
League game will be on hold unuil
Saturday April 4 st the enrliest

Mhough some leagues decided to stop
playing last weekend, five of Coventry’s
seven MEL sides played as usual

GNP Spons’ Division One meeling
with Heath Hayes at th Caoltlery
Ground was postp d due to & waler.
logeed plteh, while Coventry Plumbing's
trip to Tipton Town in the Birmingham
County Saturday Vase semi-final was
waved ofl after the County FA post
poned all matches

B PREMIER DIVISION leaders Coventry
United marked Terry Anderson’s 200th
game in charge by brushing aside
Sourport Swifts 31

Anderson, who is assisied by Luke
Moron, oversaw another confident dis-
play from his side 10 maintain their
seven-point advantiage st the lop over
Sporting Khalsa, having played three

New boss moves quickly

FOOTBALL: NEW Racing Club
e e e e serengebenin
strengthe
his side.
On the back of disa t
defeats to Stou

and Romulus (3-1) i

;luh!‘lr:;l ide Plf
er L « Fyott

n:ﬂmc n seven new faces,

Striker Tyrike Richards was the
latest recrult on M + Jolning
from Midland on Twe
outfit Coventry where he net.

ted 13 goals this season

Barwell dctond" Reece Pord,
formerly of Coventry Clty, will alm
to shore up Warwick's back line,

Rumes more than thelr rivals. Chris
nwell's ninth-minute opener, a first-
time halfvolley swept low into the far
corner of the net, was the perfect way
for United to begin proceedings at Butts
Park A a

Joe rns then doubled the lead by
glancing home a far-post header from
Camwell in the 38th minute for his fifth
goals in six matches

Stourpornt pulled a

goal back agalnst

the run nf play when \IA\I Hansan chest-

and has been described by
as belng “one of the best num
central Mwadm he has seen in
nan-

Five from Racing's acad.
have alswo sigaed. Versatile

de r Callum Maspers, who has
also turned out for fellow Premier

will add further depth and offer
competition for Mrst-team places,
Should non.Le action resume
aflter the current 4 suspension,
Warwick will next turn out away Lo
on Tuesday April 7.

later. The scores would have been level,
but for Michael Quirke's stunning last-
diteh tackle to prevent Joe Billingham
before the break

Quirke then ratiled the Swifis SO
bar with a I r as his infl tial
display continued, while United “keeper
Reece Franceks was kept busy by efforts
from Lewis Plail and Elliotl Loes at the
other end.

The game was settled with ten minutes
to play when Luke Downes blasted home
after Camwell’s free-kick was rolled into
his path on dgge of the box

Ashanti Pryce netted to put Sphinx
back into contention. Picture
Coventry Sphinx on Twitter.

A second yellow card for Stourport’s
Martin Slevin in the closing sages com
pleted a l‘nnll.lllug afternoon for the
anurru

B A SECOND-HALF
Coventry Spinx Iullu « snatched a lllu:lll

Mightback from
in a 22 draw with ninth-placed
Euton United st Sphinx Drive
Alex Marshall's seventh-minute open-
er and n David Kolodynaki strike 12 min-
utes before half-time put the visitors on
course for a sixth away win this term
But Sphinx had other plans. Pryes
whipped a strike Into the far comer
of the et on 560 minutes 1o give his
side some hope, before Colin Bmith
robbed Long Eaton goalkeeper Hrandon
Ganley of posseasion and poked home
the equaliser six minutes from time.

g




FOOTBALL: MANAGER Mark
Yates has challenged his Solihull
Moors side to embark on another
run of form, after their five-match
unbeaten streak ended in last week-
end's 3-2 defeat at Dagenham &
Redbridge.

After an initial three-match winless
run since taking over from Jimmy Shan
last month, Yates had overseen four
wins and a draw from five games.

Despite taking the lead through
Jordon Cranston in the 11th minute at
the Chigwell Construction Stadium last
Saturday, ten-man Solihull were unable
to extend that unbeaten record to six
matches in the National League.

George Saunders pulled the Daggers
level just before the half-hour mark,

Left, Alex Addai in the thick of the acti

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

before Angelo Balanta's penalty and a
Matt Robinson strike either side of the
break put the hosts 3-1 ahead.

A straight red for defender Tyrone
Williams 14 minutes from time left the
visitors deeper in the mire before Adam
Rooney netted a late consolation in the
fifth minute of stoppage time.

Despite the result, Yates was upbeat
for a strong end to the season in the
ten games that remain, starting with
Saturday's home game with Yeovil
Town

“It was disappointing that we stopped
the run,” he said.

“I thought we started great and were

positive, scored a good goal and had a
couple more really good chances.

“And then we've conceded three slop-
py goals in a mad 15 minutes.

“But there was lots ol pleasing stuff,
I said to the lads that all it changes is
that there’s a game less to get the points
that we want to get. I don’t want them
to beat themselves up as they worked
really hard.

“There are things that we've got to
learn and do better, but it was a really
positive attitude from the boys with ten
men, and we kept going until the 95th
minute.”

Williams®  dismissal means the
26-year-old will be missing for the next
few games, Lo add to the club’s exist-
ing lack of options in the backline.
The club’s appeal to a National League

commission to overturn the ban proved
unsuccessful at the start of the week.

“Reiss [McNally] is having an opera-
tion, Nathan Cameron is back in train-
ing, so hopefully he'll have a good week
and get somewhere near |a return],”
Yates added.

“Tyrone is Mr Cool, he’s so laidback
and so in control of himself, but he took
an elbow to the face and his reaction
has cost us and him a four-game ban
- it's harsh but it's a lesson he's got to
learn quickly.”

Moors made one change to the team
that had stunned Notts County the pre-
vious midweek, with James Ball taking
the place of Cameron Archer in the
starting XI1.

After a confident start, Moors went
ahead when Cranston found the net via

—

on. Right, Kyle Hudlin shoots towards goal. Pictures by Richard King.

the post from a well-worked free-kick
routine.

The visitors looked good value for
their lead, but were stunned when
Saunders stole in at the far post to net
Balanata's cross to equalise and then
Balanta scored from the spot following
a dubious handball by Kyle Storer.

To add to Solihull's woes, Robinson
sunk a third when nicking the ball into
the net from Will Wright's corner.

Moors were down but certainly not
out and continued to pepper Elliot

Justham’'s goal, with Storer's strike

brushing the side netting and Williams’
header forcing the keeper to claw the
ball away from danger.

Williams' reaction o an inadvertent
elbow resulted in his dismissal before
Rooney struck with seconds remaining.
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Fairfield looking to
build on Swifts win
in Feckenham clash

FOOTBALL: FAIRFIELD Villa will book
to continue their push up the Midlawd
League Division abk when they
tog-four side Feckenham on

ith Diaper’s men were comfortable
2-0 winners in tb
tom Holehall Swi

R lifted Villa into tenth in lhv
table and now they host fous
Feckenham a1 the Recreation Growisd
on Saturday

With

er dhifficult playing surface
to contend with, direct foothall was
the onder of the day last weekend, an
-q.pmam which worked In the Swans”
favour as they created a plethora of
carly chance

.
Former Northficld Town winger
Wit . making his
o plate for Anron We
fire goalwards with o firsttime effort,
though Bolehall custodian Matthew
Brennan was equal fo the shot.
A longt pnss over the Swifis’ defence
brought e "prm; when Dempster
to the ball before finishing
clinleally for i 'third gonl 1n & Fairfichd
ahirt,

apportunities. fell the way
te Jenvey, wha was denled
v excollent close-range save, while
ppster and Ludiow also sent atienipts

when a free-
Was awarded in Bolehall's favour, &
decioron whieh o0 Dempster inoonsed
it earned Bim 8 ten-minute spell in
the sin-bin.

riunitely for the visitors, they still
went into the halfalme break with
ane-goal ead,

2 fier the interval, Vills
fimally i a goal cushion when
Laurence \l:uiln INI a lofted through
Ball Into te Ludiow and th
el nudged l]w ball inte the n

Substitute Alfie Bloomer became the
second Swans plyer 1o be sent to the
sin-bin, while David Delancy
to adding o third of the game, only
his strike 1o clattor the post,

for

ng 33 draw
h Borough in

G Singeh and
n following an encounter w
!lnm.... were pegied back three times
he clinical Prescod, who took his
2 ygoals for the season.
His first, & low header bundled into
the net at the far post on 20 minutes,
was followed by o well-timed run and
sliding finish seven minutes after half-
i

hile the hat-rick soal was some-
what rnnuuom.
owl e

e r
the serik ath, it brought the visi-
tars back on Ir\vh terms with 20 min-
utes 1o pla\.

limost took maximum points
in uu- ruud minute but Dasren Green's
pped the outside of the post,
i I(‘\ “’llklll\ml “"lltl. 5:\'1lm L

Lane Head to The Pavilions on Satu
i), Thee Bloxwich-base, 1\‘»|lm-\~:ll
1ill be sore after suffering as

dmhhllu. At Coton Green st time out.

Fairfield's Aaron Westwood cracks a shot at Matthew Brennan's goal.
in the match at Bolehall. Plctures by Paul Smith.

Dan Ludlow fires home Fairfield's second of the afternoon,

Owen hails Cory cracker
but Welly put the boot in

FOOTBALL: MARK Owen lauded
Cory Rudd's show-slopping strike
us “one of the best I've ever seen”™
Following last weekend's draw at
Wellington Amateurs in o top-of-
thetable elash in West Midlands
(Re, g.lo wal) League Division One.

Rudd struck in |Iw lrl]l llllnlb'
ot Draltwich $pa 2 up at the
i, inan r\lh\»(ll\l\fll\ which lllr || Ill
||g‘_-<l hands three times.

Connor Collins put Spa a goal in fron
on 12 minutes, before Matt Ebanore amd
Mare ]’1'"‘)’ '\ﬂmfi v “ space of & minte

||¢:r|lnﬂ: ln‘n ll\v:llrit,lhl before

ark, by Rudd's wonder

goal that wis u:llmm:d,\ l'\ﬂl elled out by
Mesder whth ministes remuining.

A point apiece leaves Drodtwich and

Wellinglon bevel at the top of the division

on 31 polnts, though Spa’s +34 goal dif-

Ly Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bulivantmadin com

ference 15 considerably better than the
Amsateurs’ +15 at present,

= Droitwich manager felt his side
were deserving of a tenth victory of the
campalin.

“In the first 20 minmes we were out-
standivg, we couald have been two or three
goals up,” Cwen sad,

“We toak the lead and ooked comfort.
able until concestingt twice in the spaice
of a strange minute to go kn 21 down ot
half-time, We sbdressed s fow things 21 the
break and came out a better side.

en we ot ourselves bevel and Cory

hits an unbelievable goal that was capable

winning any game - it's one of the best
I've seen,

“We il thve poist ausd thiert in the bt five

minutes we were punished. |f‘\[-II take the
st fove lmmllmu u W

ond half when Dugmaore powered @ header
o it the bottom cormer,

The leveller encouraged
ek second go-ahead goal of
b fest

| Oy’

Davies, James Lemon and Jordan Cox
threatened to put the visitors in front,
Collis gave Spa a deserved break-
through, lairying a low i before
st o close to doubling his the
when eluttening u-— e of
Gwens 1 Humphries” goal
Bt a swdden s
meant the hosts were
imites.
Elsmore took advintagie of a mistake by
Mike Secley to steal bn and pl ant the ball
o the net, followed herry's
range nm-h wﬂ:lah nter.
The Saltm maped after the Iwuk
and 5«»«-: Btk

I moments
abead after 2

D001, or

fashion by Rudd, who blasted a2

rocked against
inter the net.

the underside of the bar and

Spa would huve been well out of sight,

had it not been for o

Humphiies in

e endeavours. of
the Wellington goal to deny

055 tme after time.
Irbeed, it was this inabili

two-goal cushion that proved erucial when
Perry was left in plenty of space 1o Jwad

home from & cormer kick for 3.4

ving

e
Droitwich o :mp.- three polnts for thelr

proation

With no l'Nmrl‘ this weekend,
d Town in the [Jl\»lmn Oner
o Tuesday nlght

to Bromy
League €
willl provide Dy
of action.

i visit

o
tweich with their n-.->.1 taste

Droitwich C
step up title
challenge

TENNIS: DROITWIC
Aheir grep on the Di
in the Herefordshire
Men

bber b st
topping Spa’s Neil Bates
Moran swept aside David
Hammad Ahmad { be

A thisdset tichreak was seeded in
lln' second match between Green's F
i Linsell and llu vise

| L
with the former sealing a 6,
victory.

Deaitwich hit back fmmedi when
Hodgies and Walton beas Grinnell and
Ahmad 64, 3-5, 7.6 In another three:
setler,

It praraniccss :im btk of the poirns
for Dirg o Bates

£ b agal et L

Elsewhere in the league, nm.-in.u i
Davi Lioyd Bromsgrove B e the
#ap to the top four after o ‘-wl\uu g
B2 rout of hosts Stourbridge C.

The away side were emphatie in the
two opening rubbers, winning both in

ere unable to rescue the
ven and Lewis went down
n in the

Are 1w
points in front of DL Bromsgrove on 22
poin:

Barley Mow
into last four

were few shocks in the
sals of the Pete Alearn Spring
aul Sheen Shadow Cup in

ek,
Wi |l1| the Droltwich Pool 1.
g o break from \II:I West
A

track to fetain the
knocking out The |
win,

The Dovey were also vietors by the
same scoreline, defe

p Pole with a

plete the line-up
Vi m>¢ received 4 :-\-.-
p. The [Iuw'nhlr
Arms .-Alxw‘d TJ|.< !.J“J( of Salt 54 Inn
final-frame decider to feach the semi-
finals.
They will be Jmlu'
of Devams u o
ili.-]ﬂl

The Pillar
twinners.

£ in Salte
\hm amd Wessie Wanderers
received l.yﬂ nto the next round,

Two teams seal place
in national showdown

NETBALL: TWO of
Bromsgrove Schools teams
are set o nhlm.\ at the
National nals after
impressive showlngs in the
regianal luldil'lerr.

Bromsgrove’
and Under-145 al-llt‘ wnl Iw\h
head to the biggest competi-
tion in the schools’ netball
calendar on %lurdny, .\(ln‘h
14 at Stanborough Sl
Welwyn Garden City, lullb»x
ing strong performances ns
hosts last weekend,

The unbeaten first team
won every match in their
pool with relative ease,

an 8.

hefore seclng off Rughy
College 10-5 in the fnal ta
be crowned West Midlands
mplons.
.hn equally Impmiw rumn
m\dnr

l»lm who won clr

me before Maliml Bu.mal:e

hool 12-7 in the last four.
Worcester in the final, after

ol

lation period, Bromsgrove

have still qualified for ¢
natlonals as siiver medallists,

mate in the regu-

Boars aim to keep on
right road in Street test

RUGEY UNION: HEAD coach
Dan  Protherough  stresse

Bromsgrove will not be taking

ing (0 use the result to inspire
them to another Supeise victhry
against fifth-p o

lowly Broadsirect lightly when Draftwich, m le, have It
the sides mect Finstall Road SI'I 1o do away to \hdl‘mrl-\ One
on Saturday (2.1 5pm). hfieled at

The Boars 5
siddes” previous Midla
encounter, recording

s
o

in Detober, thanks to tries
Drew Harper and Jack Tharme,
but were unable to run awny wit

the scorcline against the
burn hosts,
Coventry  side

will be buoyant followi
1 -

Iy \1!;:!.\! the
Premie

T win

“ln'\ll!hﬂ‘ﬂ
the

t title contende
d

F‘

e Monners. who are
had struggled in recent we
after & four-mutching losing
bt turned a corner with o
10:7  defy hasement
Kidderminster  10-7 Inst
et

from

side
stub- time

ced I.irll(w'l(l

and-p
only lost 1w
soq, but Kyan ven will
b undoubtedly determined o
produce an ujset.
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FOOTBALL:

remsgrove Sporting 7
Redditeh United 1
Southern League Premier Contral
Report by Ben Tyler and Max Bavner

BRENDAN  Kelly  declared
Bromsgrove Sporting “the pride
of Worcestershire” after a crush-
ing derby win over Redditeh on
Tuesday n
Braces for Richard Gregory and Will
Tock, plus goals from Greg Mills,
ke Taylor and Shaquille MeDonatd
nrl]iln‘d up & comfortable win in
firs tve meeting betw
e Since Bromsgroves rebirih
W vietory was always on the
cards censldsring tve downeurn IR o
tupes for visitors Redditeh this season,
Kelly was quick Lo paint out the sy
bolism of o victory against one of the
muinstays of ‘-u‘:! Tnm football.
“it's @ great result for us and the

xr

you could say we' e nowe the

seatershire, Th well-
shed cluls at this level, >4- || A
gn.n feat for us.
it took just
il:‘mllmlﬁ to e broken
Ground when Grego

l\\u minutes for the
.Il the Victoria
g ball found
E h .1 o pepeatedly
torment & Redihiteh, defonder before fr.
ing bow, and with the help of a divot in
the piteh, past keeper Kieran Boucher,
The Ifﬂlrluch shot-stofiper recavercd
to deny Gregory and Taylor with smart
stops Insdde the opening 200 minutes,
before keeping out - Mills attempt with
his feet.

{ fncd the same
despite the oneway fow of tesfflc
Lomarids United's goal, s shot

Trasn Just nalci th Do rolled Aurrmviy
wide of the far cormer.

Kings goal r Melvin Winter, centre, llies In the air
as t?w bl]lgvdglma wld%oon Saturday. Picture by Phil Baker,

Kings Langle;

Bromsgrove Sportin

Southern League anlor Central
Raport by Max Banner

SPORTIN
more than two months
end after dr(rnl
Saturday afte
Harrison (um‘:.rd «u l man ek

Five minutes  before I-time,
rting eventually doubled their bead
lls was bBrought down inside

allowing Gregory 1o slam the
into the bottom corner.

A third followed soon after, Gregory
setting ||u Mills for an emphatic
into the roof of the net via a deflection,
putting the Rouslers in full comrol of
the contest
edditel

Sp

enjoyed a period
the namn wm[ ed &
back a5 & pesult of their positive play
when former ‘iporllllg man Tr- 3 Rankin
SWUNG A corer nto A cro Reds
players and Josh Endall even IL~,- bup-
dled home
Rromsgrove it back in style though,
relentlessly bombarding the visitors®
foal to strike four tines before the game
wis out.,
A Panenka dinked |bu[u|ly by Gregory
o

ol press

finish into the net

two  botton

et comner elght minutes from
followed by a dinked finish by

rolled out of reac e,
Boucher In_the fi2nd min itute MeDonald added to the  Shorrock in the S5t mi
Tastor Moally got on tho scoreehees drabbing with a fine drive Inte the  the ront.

:Hch-rd Gregory quickly restored par-
Ly,

o made sure he was in the right place
the right time to get on the end of an
quisite cross from Greg Mills, volley-
ing home via a deflection funl before the
half-hour ma;

The provider then had twe chances
to get on the scoresheet himself before
the break, but saw both his swipes at

'S unbeaten run spanning
came Lo an
|)| Hertfordshire on

sessed for the hosts, trick  the ball blecked, while Sporting keeper
at Th rbital Fasteners Sl.ldium. Danicl Pla to stand tall to keep

i ford began the scoring with a  out Mitchell Welss in first-half stoppage
ﬁll\lll-lhihlhlv wamler strike from 20

tim,
Mills was -mln at the forefront in the
rl,

sgrove's plans we terrupted
when striker Mike Taylor suffered an
eye injury
15 minufes, although hls replacement

early second hall, fir-
ing & free-kick numw:y wide,

ut Crawfond restored the hosts® lead
after directing Jorell Johnson's free-

had to be subbed after

Crawford treble halts unbeaten run

kick delivery into the net for his second
of the game on 51 minutes, with matters
made warse for Sporting after injuries
to Leon Broadhorst and Jack Wilson
shortly after,

an Parkes threatened to extend
Kings Langley's with a feroclons
blast goalwards, only to be denied by
the resolute Plart,

Bromsgrove felt hard done by not
to have been awarded a penlrt:' wlmn
s was hauled down in the a
midfielder leading the protests
no avall,

To rub further salt inte the wound.
a third for Kings Langley and Crawford
followed in the Tdth minute, when the
forward dispatched a loft-footed strike
into the net.

4

Iu-ll to

Bloomer gives Villa
boost to face Swifts

FOOTBALL: ALFIE Bloomer's pseralty
saved Fadrfleld Villa in w«mwh night s
friendly s Willenbul] Tow

Theer 1-1 ahraw agairet U»r\\i."‘l Midlanes
(Regional) League Division One outfit was
a usefil exervise for Fairfichl boss Kelth
Deper, whio ran e pule over 3 mixtase of
players from the firt and Feserve teans,
In addition to & number of trinkists.

After falling fx num carly in the soe-
ol balf a n fogne Cotiage Ground,
foul on Rob Hamett inside the ;.m.u;
area allowed Bloomer 1o swedp o the

couealiser.

While Fairfleld were unable to find a
winner, they at least provided 3 response
Ill last woekend's 2-0 reverse away to

odmere \mm. and Social Faleons in
\luluml Lengue Division

Goals from \hnl..-u O'Beirme  and
Hhyear-old substitute Alfie Rarcon edged
a closely-fought encounter between the
two siddes.

Aftor being dealt their cighth defeat of

the campalgn, Villa attemgd to plek tem-

selvess up and improve on their curnent

sanneling of 120h with o visit 1o seeond. ot
Saturday (Zpmb

tom EBolhall Swifts on &

Fairficld wore wl
weeting bn January 20 E
from Ells Blakemore, Connor Collins (2 ,]
Shae MeNally and Bloomer.

B BARNT Green Spartak exbted the
Birmingham ‘mnmrau Vase at the
qpuarter-final stage after suffering pen-
aly ]w‘lrlluﬂliﬂ against holders Tipton
Tews
“The: 43 shootout defeat at the Tipton
bvmy after @ 00 dreaw
ith Spartak beft to roe
I HASoM WS I & 1 This they
1Imn||uh:<
A Stheminute ponalty from Reuel
Prescod was kept aut by Tipton ke
Bon Holden, who palmed the ¢

Fairfield's
Alfi

Saturday's
defeat to
Boldmare.

Piclure b
Paul Smith.

low to his left - and that was the clos-

1 Green came to bhreaking the m
#u \ Martin's men sta

Imuc pmoc“ of making up the :.m:md
an the sides abao hem,

Barnt Green have as many as nine
games in hand on the sides nbove
them, with only Earlswood Town hav-
ing played fewer league matches this

term (7).

tion IU matters in Division Two:of the
Miclan ot hall League
m.-y st ninth having only played
niae games so far this campalgn.
Their next fixture, a trip to rock.
bottom Redditeh Boraugh on Saturday

SUNDAY FOOTBALL: ODANE Barnes
wis the extraetime hero after his strike
it l'i(mu-.gmv-r .x Ilmma League
Premier Divi thack Horue
into the quart ks of the A Suniday
g,
A![rl’ & goalless B0 minutes away (o
Liverpool side Oyster Barnes
ruck deep into the additional perioed
10 sened two-time winners Oyster cfash-
...§ ot of the competition.
\;mk Horse now face 2 clash with
n-based ]

One opposi
Crown Iulumulmml-- to sddvance 1o the

quarter-

Junior Cup. O

from Jake Wicketts
n

R Hoal when Wicketts
ugh on goal before
il dispatching the ball
nded goalkecper.

the hulmu-.- 2 pe nalty for West Heath
v Jason Gibbons allowed

tally, His strike, |n<l|h1'l.h was well kept
oul by the T
But 111 ten |m|luh'~\ remaining, the
walfan  handed  pusscessbon

ih s Ppoor cleag-
ayed through to

entertaining spectacle at the South

om Tyler Rees set
expertly and open
Scoring in the 13th minse, before
forward doubled his and Arrow
ley's tally with n carbon copy four

and S
Tindah from & itk X
In league action, Premicr ||l|m|h'e- later.
side Winyates romped to a 7-0 win o Bromsgrove threw away the opportu.
uinton Athletle, pushing them up to  nity o being themsclves back bdo cons
Rention with a penalty mlas oy minutes
after the restart, with dekore
alse fluffing his lines n.r " visitors

fourth in the table,
In a week where the Bromsgrove v
yus Redditel rivalry came 1o the fore

pped up the win in the
koeping  third-placed
cll i the title fight with

minute,

wee Evans’ double amd a late Owen
i effort were enough to win an

INSIDE VIEW

Richard Gregery's
dly colmmy

Red-hot way
to hit back

SATURDAY saw us lose our first

me since mid-November, bringing
an gnd to cur unbdaten run which
was obviously disappointing.

‘Wa didn't really turn up on the
day. Kings Langley wore botter and
wanted it moro than us,

But wa had to just forgat about
the result as quickly as possibie. We
couldn't be 100 harsh on ourselves
afor & reallylggou fum, 15 always
a shame for that to come to an end
bl you can't win évary maich in this
mmue and you are going ta lose

Il s |mpoﬂan: haw you bounce bac,
and heckily for us wo had the chance
o pul things n;,:\( on Tueaday night
annbmal Raum;‘c

briously they were s il n
the league 5 ing into it l::?ﬂa:‘glos:
a number of games consecutively.

But it wis a match that we needed
and was a greal result 1o scora
seven. The goal that we conceded
was the only disappointment on the
night but it was siAl a good way to
bounce back.

The lads are hard af work in train.
ing |Uo§<|ﬂg {forward 1o the Cealvitle

ima on Saturday. They're right up
there and have aspirations M making
the play-offs themselves, so it's going
to be a tough game.

11 weas a n: one back in August
and will be the samo on Saturday,
and | hope the tans will be thare in
their numbers at the Victoda Ground
to cheer us on,




Ben Tilbury’s attempt almost extended Spa’s lead,
only for Willenhall to clear off the line. Picture by

Mathew Mason.

Collins has another

day in paradise...

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa extended their
unbeaten run to eight
games after a Connor
Collins-inspired win over
Willenhall Town last
weekend.

The Saltmen's top-
scorer claimed a hat-trick
in a 4-0 home success,
which kept Droitwich top
of the Division One table
in the West Midlands
(Regional) League.

Droitwich are ahead
of second-placed Old

Wulfrunians thanks to a
far superior goal differ-
ence, but they also have
three games in hand on
their nearest rivals and
Mark Owen'’s side now
have a real chance to
take a firm hold of the
title.

They will hope to
strengthen their claims
on Saturday (3pm) at
home to West Bromwich
side Bustleholme, a team
who Spa destroyed 7-1
earlier in the season.

Past battles will help
us In title fight - Kelly

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: BROMSGROVE
Sporting’s previous title challeng-
es will prove useful in the club’s
battle for the Southern League
Premier Central crown, says man-
ager Brendan Kelly.

A 1-0 suecess over previous lead-
ers Tamworth in front of 1,700 fans
at the Victoria Ground last Saturday
meant the Rouslers leapfrogged
into top spot for the first time.

The win, courtesy of Leon
Broadhurst's 58th-minute header
and a string of memorable saves
by the impenetrable Daniel Platt,
completed a double over the title
favourites this term.

Having guided Bromsgrove to
this level with a play-off success
in his first full season at the helm
in 2018/19, the ease at which
Sporting have adjusted to life at
Step Three has left even Kelly at a
loss for words.

“We had an idea of what we
wanted to do, we knew that we
weren't going to be looking over
our shoulders at the start,” he
said.

“But to go into a top-of-the-table
clash at this stage, and having
acquitted ourselves well, the stats
don't lie.

“|Tamworth] should and prob-
ably could have been out of sight
but for Dan Platt making four or
five big saves. They didn't take
their chances and we took ours.”

Although Bromsgrove's one-
point lead at the top may well be
short-lived, depending on the out-
come of Tamworth’s three games
in hand, Kelly believes the squad’s

Top of the table

w
Bromsgrove 14
Tamworth 15
Peterboro Sports 12
Coalville Town 1
Royston Town 12
Banbury United 11
Rushall Olympic 12

88

coooanal
~omsQOOOr

experience of previous promo-
tion charges will be invaluable in
the coming months, starting with
Saturday’s trip to Kings Langley
(3pm).

“Momentum is huge. We've been
in this position before at lower
levels, so that will help us no end,”
he said.

“We beat them [Kings Langley]
in early December, but I felt it
was a false result, it wasn't a 4-1
game.

“They created more chances
against us than anyone else at the
VG this season, so it was not a
comfortable win. We'll have to be
wary against them this weekend.”

The long-awaited derby clash
with Redditch United then follows

Pt
48
47
42
42
42
42
42

on home soil on Tuesday night
(7.45pm), a match that appears
a straightforward task for the
Rouslers on paper considering the
Reds’ struggles at the bottom of
the division. Kelly is wary, though,
not to take their rivals lightly,
regardless of their 19-match losing
streak in the league.

“The way the league table is
you'd think it’s a banker but there
are bragging rights at stake,” he
added.

“Both sets of fans won’t be tak-
ing the game lightly, and we won't
want to switch off with Coalville in
mind the following weekend.”

One player set to be involved in
the next couple of games is striker
Shaquille McDonald, who came off

B fL-__J -2 4 -?'L ¥
Leon!Broadhurst, |
Lrightjjleads the *
ebrationsiwithi!
harlieiDowd ™|
t 1after netti !

-1

. gi
L.winner. Ricture
*by 'David|Be:

the bench for the final 19 minutes
in Saturday's win after returning
from injury.

Defender Kyle Lincoln is also
back in contention, with the pair
providing their manager with plen-
ty of food for thought in his selec-
tions.

“Shaq is going to be like a new
signing for us,” Kelly added.

“He’s been battling a niggling
injury for a few months now but
he’s a massive boost. We can’t just
rely on Mikey [Taylor] and Rich
[Gregory] to get us the goals.

“Kyle is back in full training, but
with Leon and Tom [Taylor] doing
really well, he'll have to fight hard
to regain his place.”

Il Match report - Page 29

INSIDE: Kyte soars in B&R successes, P30; Lessons Bourn out of Boars defeat, P30; Leaders Saltmen urged to push on, P31



Will Harris adds the conversion to Bastock’s try.

RUGBY UNION: DAN Protherough’s
Bromsgrove will be looking to
become the first team this season to
halt Bournville’'s title juggernaut on
Saturday at Finstall Park (2.15pm).
Leaders Bournville have won all 13
matches in the Midlands Premier
including a 26-13 victory in the
reverse fixture in September.
Fifth-placed Boars go into the fixture
on the back of a narrow 18-12 defeat
away to Sheffield last week.

Sam Bastock and Ed Spalding reg-
istered first-half tries at Abbeydale
Park, with Will Harris converting
Bastock s opening score, to give
Bromsgrove a 12-8 lead at the break
But the Boars failed to score a sin-
gle point in the second half, and
Sheffield stole the win with a con-
verted try and penalty.

All the pressure
Is on the Lambs,
not us - Brendan

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: BROMSGROVE
Sporting are under no pressure
going into Saturday's top-of-
the-table clash with title pace-
setters Tamworth, according
to manager Brendan Kelly.

The second-placed Rouslers have
been a revelation in their first sea-
son at Step Three, holding their own
and outshining some of the more
established clubs at this level.

Having netted four goals in each
of their last three wins, and being
unbeaten in ten games in all com-
petitions, Sporting are full of con-
fidence for Saturday’s game at the
Victoria Ground (3pm).

And Kelly believes the Lambs
will be the ones sweating the most
going into the encounter, with
Bromsgrove having won 3-1 at The
Lamb Ground in August.

“The worst case scenario is that
we end the match having taken
three points off each other,” he
said.

“There is no pressure on us what-
soever. They're the firm favour-
ites, but we've set ourselves up
nicely with the confidence that’s
running throughout the squad at
the moment.

“We're relaxed going into the
game. I'm intrigued to see how they
approach it — if they try to take
three points off us, or if they settle
for the draw.”

Mike Taylor buries his second goal in Sportin
Biggleswade. Picture by Phil Baker. Report -

Bromsgrove chalked up a
13th win of the campaign last
Saturday, defeating play-off chasing
Biggleswade Town 4-2 at Langford
Road. Mike Taylor's brace and goals
from Richard Gregory and Tom
Taylor put the visitors in control,
prior to two late strikes from Kweku
Lucan.

But Kelly is wary of the current
limitations of his side and suggested
new signings are in the pipeline.

“It’s fair to say the squad is
stretched at the moment,” said
Bromsgrove's manager.

"We've got 17 senior first-team
players available, plus three or four
from the youth ranks, so we'll be
looking to build on our positive
position with some new additions in
the next few weeks.

“I'm really pleased with the
turnaround from the lads over the
Christmas period. To score four

's win at
age 39

in each of our last three games is
amazing.”

The Bromsgrove manager has
confirmed the only doubts for
the weekend are striker Shaquille
McDonald and defender Kyle
Lincoln, Having missed out against
Biggleswade, they will both undergo
fitness tests.

“Since that defeat to us, Tamworth
have lived up to their favourites tag
in the league,” said Kelly

“They’ve made a few changes, not
wholesale ones but a couple, and
have gone on a brilliant run.

“The manner in which we beat
them didn't go down too well at
their place. We ruflflled a few feath-
ers and there was a bit of an atmos-
phere at full-time.

“Similarly I think we're a lot bet-
ter off now than we were last time
we played them, so we're confi-
dent.”

INSIDE: Success for B&R in county champs, P38; Boars prepare to face leaders, P38; Saltmen in the dark after abandonment, P39



Romans
sign off
season

FOOTBALL: FIRST-HALF
strikes from Karl Walker

z p *s Ficld Lane b,
R S S i o ot e
the rophy against their  agement te un u!’ M l
f i .

Alcester Town ended the sea-
son in style last weekend with
2-0 win over Coventrians
secure  the  Post-Covid

Tree  counterparts,

2 o scintillating group-
stage campaign and 3 great
show af composure 1o oust
Coven uy

I‘J:o Midk:

penalti next term.
Two elub were firm favourites

It too]

appoint with their (or

ArEE nl’lh-\ Romans,
silverware which could well 1w d
ingpire Town on to greater things — plain

ker beat Coventrians’ — wi
]\l r Ricky Blewitnt to the ball  Alcester shot-st
1 looping header that

WowWpiece game  as

pper.

o With a number of shots on Blewitt from a good posit

el with, it was not entirely  with

er o find the OpEner, of the breakthrough goal,
denied by the impenetrable it

Wi s Dempster directed a chipped  w -
cloy !]!‘(I in the back of the net. elfort straijght into the gloves of Fortunately for Alcester, the
m, but  lack of threal from Coventrians

goal for Town's Josh Benton  the Town forwaed made amends
mn,m he

5 ster
celebrated their victory
in style after the full-
time whistle in Solihull.
Picture bg Pete Ray.
ABOVE: Cral
Gasiewski, left, and
Matt Seeley with the
trophy

but  the break, it clear whe had
to do in thee second halfl e
heartache at the full-dime

it was a Tairly straightfor-

Ll
der to double  ward half 1o see out, ensuring

iling for the Romans. his sides after a goal- in Drew Ricketts and Co.
Luke Wilson twice threa 1 keeping w r tor hold th up firmly
Just amatter of minutes  from free-kicks in the aftermath Holding a 2.0 lead going into aloft come the final whistle,

Bank show that little bit extra to take derby honours

CRICKET: T SHOWDOWN  up to fifth aflter wrapping ‘With the rapid run rate efficient bowling from the problems, though the conces-  this term for Bank as their

between local rivals Redditch  up victory with more than continuing through a 77-run likes of Dan Thomas (2-35) sion of 78 extras in all by top-four aspirations continue

Entaco and Astwood Bank nt  four overs in hand, leaving stand between Sajid and and Alan White (2-44). Entaco’s attack only aided to take shape.

Bromsgrove Hoad went the Redditch marooned in ninth Russell Southwick (57), An opening stand of 63 the visitors' cause further. For Redditeh, who are yet

way of the latter in a thrill-  place. Redditeh looked well on between openers Tom Pedley Browning eventually fell o record successive victories

ing Worcestershire League Entace were first up at the  track to post an unassailable  (53) and skipper Rob West for the fourth wicket at this season, it is another case

Premier Division encounter. crease after thelr rivals won BCOTe. (17) ensured Bank began 212-4, having put on 81 with of going back to the drawing
Bank came out on top the toss. Opener and skipper But while Rizwan their reply in confident fash- Tom Underhill (28) to guide board, starting with a home

in the first derby between Adam Gailey (0) fell carly ] ! ion, before Pedley joined ds the win- with Colwall,

the two this term, winning to leave the score at 17-1 Aduke Browning (61) to smash who sit in seventh place, on

by four wickets after hosts before Oliver Mason (71) and Saturday

Redditeh posted 287-9 from number three Adeel Sajid Bank, meanwhile, head to

their innings. (54} smashed 93 runs in a Taylor (5no) to see the game in-form St ri-on-Severn,
Astwood Bank moved second-wicket partnership, fizzled out = much in part to out, seeuring a fourth win who are second, on Saturday.

Kolodynski
back with
a big bang

FOOTBALL: VALLEY leg- by Ben Tyla'r
end David Kolodynski contin- livanimedia.com
ued his fine start to the new
season by scoring his fourth sr-oh i metie radkal
goal in two games to help T e T Wi ST
t z o : I r in Rughy's latest outing,
inspire Rugby Town to a 2-0 Following an opening halfl of
victory at Godmanchester ¢ il openings but no break-
Rovers last weekend. ﬂlmu;.]\ Rughy's all-time top
1 Parker was also on tar-  goalscorer was the man to deliv-
get at Bearscroft e as Town  er once again after lapping in
recorded their sec in i  matter of yards following
ed Counties League Premier o Jol n's left-wing cen-
uth, days after a midweek 4-2  tre minutes into the second ha F,
rout of Long Buckby. J :
It was during that goal-lad-
en game under the lights that
Kolodynski fired a hat-trick on
his retum to the club, some- wl he produced the
thing which cvidently fired up  ecross for Parker to touch home

Striker David Kolodynski, right, pictured here celebrating
with Barry Fitzharris, has hit prolific form at the start to the
season. Picture by Martin Pulley.

the decisive second. Rugby saw  round, when Town visit Stone

out the three points comfortably — Old s of the Midland

to go third in the table at this League on Saturday.

-arly stage of th ASON, League matters then resume
With no midweek fixture this  with a return to Butlin Road

time around, all d[[(‘n"l(!l\h now to face GNG Oadby Town on

turn to the F. ‘]

Wes efforts in vain

as Rugby

CRICKET: A LOSING draw
against Streetly prevented Rugby
from closing the gap to the top
in the Warwickshire League
Premier Division last weckend.

Having decided to field first in
the Webb Ellis Road elash, the
visitors battled a score of 2 3
- much in part to Imran Qadir’s
130 ton and 62 from Craig
Moore — leaving Rugby with a
tough ask in their reply.

While early -nmgglr% were
overcome with a 73-run fourth-

vicket partnership between

middle-order duo We: dsdale
(79) and Henry Parker (38), the
rest of the batsmen could not
provide a follow up and meant
the hosts were foreed o settle
for seven p

Rugby
Streetly’
early v

aking two
* the visi-

But Moore and Qadir trans-
formed the match with a 180-
run partnership for the third
wicket to leave Rugby on the
back foot.

Legends head
|to Trico for

the other name with a connoc:ion. Clinton
ection. Morrison and Darren
hoss Byfield - pictured
here in 2016 - have
previously turned
\ oul for United and
will b joined by £ f { star_again on
L Hendrie - a ature
d international

FOOTBALL: THE STARS
are set to align at the Trico
Stadinm on § ,when a
Midlands Legends X1 take on
a Red |ILh United Legends
side to r funds for the
by Mae's Little Angels
LY.

L A
ns’ E sides including

1996, for the fixtur Solibull Moo
Former  Birmingham City  another Vil
Clinton  Morrison,
in 0C onnor, Lloyd Dyer
and Graham Hyde are all set to er it
g i star, while Mark Bellingham - a 1 Burgess represe Melonald,
across the Midlands. + goalscoring  dyna- csl Bromwich Albion contin- arl Hegys and
An  impressive line-up of  mo 5 own right amd fther  gent in the . Howard Forringion, o a current With ticl
Midlands talent has been assem-  of England  internatic and For Redditch, a string of  squad member in Asa arlton,  for adulls,
bled by former Aston Villa man-  Borussia Dortmund  sensation  former favourites from Exodus  will be representing the home  concession

Five-star Ghulam completes Entaco’s amazing revival

CRICKET: RFE)I)]T
Ent 3

ra
| funds for neonatal units tk stuchel It[>~ and

: g 8
53 for under- Is-. all in altendanee,

Ghulam Meyhuddin was some stubborm resistance if not
a menace with the ball an g mee of runs to halt
in hand, sweeping aside
Colwall's batsmen with ease
in a five-wicket showing.
Picture by Marcus Mingins.

e WS in out at 554
e | % of the
Bicame a complete

vl
hn\!pn(! Dan
ve face

capitulation.

man Moyhuddin pro-
duced a spell of unplayable fast
bBowling not scen al Bromsgrove
Road for ars, All five of
his wi the space of
- including a hat-

kil

further up the table, Winning

the toss and batting first

Olive: T \i‘l.:«u ,j and Haleem
!‘

The ]imnw..mw Road hosts
Tooked to be in trouble after
8 skittled out for 2

end Redditeh’s innings in 4

1 overs in the Woree: OVETS.
League Premier Division fixture, But what the Colwall could
bt wiere e out by Ghinlam de, the hosts could do just as tumhbling for just two mns.
Movinddin's devastating figores Michacl Gooch (4-21) wiped well as teenage spinner Salil With the chance to secure
of 5:15 to help demolish the out four of the ) order inside Mahmuood 21) set in some
tors for 64 in less th the first ten overs to leave the carly panie amongst the visiting  time this season, Redditeh go
4. ranks with the opening three to out-of-form Worcester on
wickets 1o -:M 3 Saturday hoping to send their

of ents Lo a fifth successive

) an
Ali Mohammed (12) dld offer

hopes hit

MeGrath led the bowli-

ing with 4-66 in a productive 12
overs, but lacked the support
necessary for Rugby to truly
Streetly’s run chase.
*d Rughy go to

pal, who are one
place behind in the table, on
Saturday.

CENTURIES from Daniel
MeManus and Dale
Coles, who both retired
on 10 runs apiece,
helped Bourton & Frankton's
Sunday XI run riot in a friendly
at Northamptonshire outfit

ck

ve when
o howl-
; (4-18)

showing their class to help dis-
the Yelvertoft Road hosts
for just 86 runs.

A trip to Willought
ond Sunday i




Panthers move into top spot Panthers

Langman leads way to help
showcase title credentials

CRICKET: THE TITLE creden-
als of Stratford-upon-Avon con-
tinae to shine brightly, after a rm.
win this term over Covent
North Warwickshire contimed their
unbeaten start amd pushed them to
the top of the Warwickshire Leagne
Premier Diviston table.

weekend's cight-wicket \Jﬁmﬂ
torated & seintillating stant
n from the Pamthers, who \\\m—
bettier with every matehelay that

a0
ingly g
peers by

In their Ixtest rout, hosds Coventry
were skitthed for 181 insdde 46 overs,
and Garcih Langman (58 nea out) and

Turtord (34 ho) then stecred
home after captain  Dexter
) ot Tk 501l fenmdstion
ed 0 tough task for the Binbey
e sitle (o bulkl momentum at
of the i
die to 8 mumber of eardly deparires
canisid by Torn p
The giood work of ogener Mafthew
Nobe (30) upen by middle:
order duo A ke (24) aend Rung

ra
Purser (2

et stand of 46,
to kickstan n rate, while
Jl)urq I[m'-!ts f’!] offered wseful sup-

- Mm- I!mum (34D, Jnmes Unguhan
(200 i Purser (2100 ersured o
the home side were limited o a beatalie
seore after taking o number of wickets

I!\1u\\h Purser and Langman
st Strarford in comnl, whale the
of 09 that followed involving Burford
took the Panthers to within touching
distance of the victory.

The visitors' menber three then saw
ot U foby, netching the nans fece:
tor harad Stratford o Ui suceessive win.

All signs: woulkd point 1o the Panthers

ot -f-Eomi

An opening  partnership of 103
™

Second title is worth the wait for impressive Matt

ATHLETICS: THE

PROLONGED 2020721

Fempo Events Winter 10k
re nally came 10 & close

m:-'m 2 wil o
Athletic Club's Matt Burdus-
l‘wl: r\‘lll'ﬂ\ln: supreme for a elade,

ear.

" Having had to bide Hme
petween natlonal lockdowns
it the tailend of last year

and at the beginning of 2021,
racing advocates had been
starved of any action until

And while changes to the
format of races meant adapt-
ed time
determine standings. the end

trials were used 1o

Kingfishers
fight back in
high-scoring
encounter

i

CRICKET:

HALF-CENTUR ll'.'h'

past a con el
Uro\hldmlﬂ!nn liﬂl![\'d firsy after win-
ming the toss In the Worcestershine
County League Premier Division cf
and eventually found their rigtham anru
the fall of the second wicket.
WHl Tanner (146 not out) immedi-
g his (nfuenoe wi
b alngshle opener

unable 10 dismis the
what proved a

the way with his twe ¥
s,
Needing a big respanse,

the visi-
™ L||\]mwm~<| mrl, on_ through tog

! o {758) and Russell
“tait could not build

the season in Saturday’s home fixtune

with Pershore.

DIVISION rivals Astwood  Hank
. were asccessful in their
ch for w victory, losing by

throo wickets at Hromys
g been gt info st by the bz,

i (45)
200-rnun.

lalnm.m fell for the siah
Renoe of. \llalu\\.-rhrl:l:

c wind,

ming in ot number seven, Warbrick
wans mnakiaig goodd strides towards a con-
g i ot S dbelivery

Haslam (0) and Dan Thomas (0) to end
Hank's innings.
Bromyard mmesdiately buile up s

of steam and smashed 35 m

sheir opening partnership between lan
Bullock (4] and Nick Leighton (40).

Number three Ed Smith (30) helped

pus om 00 runs

k before the second wicket,

Al

their

continise momentum and
with Bulle

resalt was one to be proud of
for all connected to Burdus-  ing up
Cook and Stratford,

ing male champion showed
his champion quality by win-
ning three aut of the five
races that he participated in.
Burdus.Cook also placed

mate Adrian Mason followed
suit by coming out on top
having improved his fitness

second and third, while pick-
string of personal-
Best times during the event.

in the M75 races, placing
first in all his final events to
roup title,

ingg was permitted once Leading a pack of 27 club. o serfes should — level mes since And as far a8 Stratford’s
again in mid-April, meaning ~ members in the final races r..u- concluded three months  the beglnnlag of the scries, — women were canicern
the Iatest series could con-  around lmington, the relgn-  prior. as per the normal while An tres chamgh-. - there es more wicceas in

l)ﬂnhrr to February sched-
ube, there ks no doubting that
the wait was worth It for the
Slullm‘d man,

the M35 categery, club-

on at MAS lew rl having won
three of the four categories
he competed in,

John Buatler was relentless
In the pursult of sllverware

-ategory for Lara
who secured her

champion status by ninn!ng
all three of her remaining
races on the final day.

Scolt. Reece Jacobs

From loft: Town goalscorors Taol
cester Town FC.

Alcester's Ross Dempster, right, wins an aerial
and Ross Dempster. Picture by

battle. Pleture by Paul Smith.

Jacobs leads Town goal spree

FOOTBALL: A I
of finishing carmed A
seeond win from two in the Post.Covid
Laekibown: Chasity Cap, dismanting
Fuirfieh 4-0 bt weekend
In the hoats” finst euting at their
i Bome in six
the travedling Romans spolbed
the hoivecoming party as goals from
Recoe Jucobs (12), Boss Demipester and
cotl rewarded 1 comlination of
¥, ar 8 puthess

ow  tbe between the two Midland Loague
Division Twao chubs,

Al that pressure on the Villa goal
oventually paid dividends midws
through the half, as Jacobs capitalised
o0 & defersive lagse from the hosts 1o
fire home.

Ex-Falrfleld man Demp
et his former side whe
ouit the Back of the net following o
free-kick minutes before the interval

REDINTCH Borough picked up
thely opening polnt of the tour-
g 2 22 dlraw

15u-minute opewer, Jullan
keman's side rallied and pulled
f wocs Gut through

othe
!\hlllll!h h|k:l fin-
Eshed following goid wosk Troim Joel
Wl's Bell pat them ahead.

x\'ulul Iul[. m

'!Ifdt'\-]»\h‘ Fairfi
ncobs” second of 1l
[

But the visitors ersurcd the spodls
were shared when Jack Slovin k—\rll:-d

they may be the team
riendly «
On an afternoon in whi
sides it on 4 good shawing
Alceste

in
el ter Careen Lane 1o fao

e o

Sarurday.

abways k-;kul threatening in the bat- Alvis on Saturday.

rn

dig deep
to continue
title chase

CRICKET: WARWICKSHIRE
League Premier Division leaders
Stratford-upon-Avon maintained
thei
win over visito
four balls rer
lising finale,

Dexter Purser's side were given
a real test by the visitors [rom
Birmingham in both i s al Swans
Nest Lane.

Batting first after winning the toss,
Attock hit 238-6, and it looked a tep
too far for Stratford — until a winning
intervention by Archie Walker.

The hosts' number eight hit
from 18 ball
into the boundary, to
the line when all hope apg
(\110!.'( tarted ('tml‘n[(-nl]} and gave
ion of what was to follow
der of the innings wh
\Nlektll Mahmood (25) and Mol
Khan (55) put together an opening
rinership of 88 runs.

While both were eventually removed
n quick succession by Walker (2-26),

Attock with just
ng after a tanta-

he third-wicket stand of 100 runs
between  Mohammed  Ishtiag  and
I)anwal Khan (both 51) was eve

ue the

S|
rlu‘ I:vwwl con dvr’lhl} albeit
wt enough for Stratford to escape

by Ben Tyler
ben hyler@buiiivanimedia.com

without a big batting challenge come
the end of the innings.

The reply from Stratford was
Iy a laboured one, for while the hos
batsmen were able to record respec
ble figures, the lack of any big-

ng

partnerships hindered their progress

at the crease,
With

ickets falling, a notable
contribution from Gareth Langman
(45), and a stand of 51 between Josh
Hickman (25) and Luke Nardone (40)
helped the Panthers shift into a higher
Hear.

=

Pepper (35) and Colwell (40)
then combined for 59 runs for the

sixth wicket in rapid time to take
the hosts close to their target score.
Colwell's 40 came off just 29 de

vith four boundaries,
I both gone, .‘slmtl‘ord stood at
nd that became 236-8 when

225-T
James Urquhart (2) was run out.

But Walker and Tom Grundy (Ono)
were able to secure victory in the final

over and break Attock hearts.

Stratford, who sit 24 points clear
of second-placed Walmley after
eight matches, will hope for a more
straightforward affair away 1o Moseley
Ashfield, who are fourth, on Saturday.
Ashfield went down to Walmley by 91
runs last weekend.

Stratford's junlor 15 quad team stormed to success In the B final.

Positive day for young rowers

ROWING: DESPITE a lack of an audi-
ence to urge on Stratford-upon-Avon
Boat Club's rowers, the junior squad
impressed across all fronts at Eton
Dorney last weekend.

In the the National Schools” |
competed over a 2,000 metres Olympic
distance, Stratford's two under-18
teams took part in the behind-closed-
doors event across their rivals from
other rowing schools and clubs nation-
wide.

The elub's best result came from
Alice Baines and Amelie Sartain in the
Championship Double Sculls, in which
the pair ranked 22nd overall.

For the junior 16s, a W16 ¢
team recorded a 26th place finish
time trial event agains

The rest of the J16
action in time trial events at the Junior
Seulling Regatta, where Tomi Wilcock
and Will Beattie advanced to the dou-
bles B final and eventually finished sec-
ond. Toby Sartain placed fourth overall
in the C final of the single sculls.

Honour Keil and Harriet Holmes
were fifth in the C final of the double
seulls, despite threatening to finish
higher.

oxless
the

Honour,Kellland
Harriet|Holmes
battled hardinithe

double sculls?

Bl

Also in action was Stratford’s J
side, who were well represented in the
A, I‘l and C time trial finals
ce Beason and Ruby Brooker-
l’_.ullm» made their way into the C final
of the double sculls after clocking
9mins 29sees in their heat, and, after a
Stre e, placed sixth overall
10:42 over the full 2,000m course.

In the single scull event, Charles
pel ‘!ppv::rcd in the B final after
a time of 8:37 in his heat, going on
to narrowly finish behind the podium

places in fourth in a time of 9:5
In the girls’ category Uche
Nwachukwa agonising
a ||Im‘rc in the final by six seconds after
placing seventh in her time trial,
Finally, the quartel of Maddie Hall,
Harriet Noyes, Kate Richardson and
Amalia Richardson - coxed by Imogen
Hill - raced in the B final after clocking
£:02 in their time trial. Undeterred aftes
g oul on a place in the A
shed three lengths
clear to win in a time of 8:47.
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Fairfield eyeing place in 1 Presidents Cup final

FOOTBALL: MIDLAND  League
Division Twao sides Fairfield Villa
and Harnt Green Spartak will be
determined Lo put aside ansther
weekend of frostration when they
return to gction this weekend,
Fairfield’s match at home to
Alcester Town, and Barnt Green's
trip to Hampton wrt boln ealled

beat the weather on Saturday, with
the chance to reach the Presidents
Cup final when they visit Coventry
Alvis (pm).
Alvis,

The winners of Saturday's tie,
should the weather allow, will then
face either Knowle and Northficld
Town, whe meet on March 2

by .Ilmlr

ood Town in
efeat on Tuemar nlght, while

I“lirﬁrld 3-2 at Alvis in their league

meeting in February. Then, a Boss

off last
tion of Storm J.
Kelth I)!lp{‘r el Swu- will hape o

P double, plus a howitzer
from Scott Smith, earned Draper's
side all three points at Green Lane.

nt Green were set
to visit rock-bottom Bolehall Swifts
last night (Tharsday),

e game at Rene Road had been
washed out on Tuesday but quickly
rearranged,

Tenth-placed Spartak knew a vie-
tory over thelr lowly rivals would

Lift them Into ninth place, leapfrog-
ging Fairfield in the

hey then entertain
Saturday (Gpm),

Solihull side Hampton are cuar-
rently on a four-match winless run,
losing their last the in suceession
with anly one Hoa cared.

Th l,od sut m 1-1
draw in their Io-t elash in December
zuls. Reuel Prescod was the Barnt
en scorer that d:

s
ampton on

Jordan Cox slips home the Droitwich opener past Wyrley goalkesper Jimmy Walker on Tuesday night. Pictures by Mathew Mason,

In-form Saltmen open
eight-point lead at top

by Ben Tyler

o, hler@hulinanimedia com

FOOTBALL: ANDY T

believes Droitwich Spa’s

wocl‘ [1 r-nh:m: of Wyrley ('lilll{i

into

lm;nrw- as the West \Iulhnc

[]h.glum } l}l\
d th

lr:uk
Burgess (23,

Jardan Cox and James
Spa cight polnts clear ot ¢
Tollowed &

5 In

wger Crawaher prased
b the Saltmen
brushed aside their Staffordshire opo-
nents on Tucaday i, in_a fixture
played af the HDAmywhere Commumity
Stadium in Malvern due to flooding a1
their Walshes Meadow residence. But
b urged his Sl m kot puahing o

Five-nil, 10-0, the seorcline doe
really matter; mo-one wotld reall
been alile 1o arguc 17 it hud gone into
double figures,” sald . ~To get
three paints and L Jnllnlll' developing
the gap is fantastic, we wianted Lo get te
this ysnt in the senson,

e important thing for us = not
to take our foo e ggas: we need

manner

a hig push from cveryone 16 sec this
throiigh.
=All

of the IJnlIIwnil \lall want to
41 x use their
W =1 Walsall
lemy for Saturday’s game,
‘}\N?l““lhflukh 1llkl' focus has not

mes left,
wee st
been cons
firmed mathematically,
Droftwich  return 1o the town's

Saltmen siriker James Lemon steers a shot onto the Wyrley post.

the King m-urm = E'Nwmx I'u‘ltl\ o
s n fiuce rd-placed

d
their '\«M\nwuu Bat el |xrrausu-a: there
s no pressure on thelr shoulders,

all Ix In our court, from eur

“Whether we get one paint or
L5

n Suturday, it won't a
erenee 1o thee current Lable
e s very mch

we've got to do and the
SOOREr_ W mm Tulfil these gomes the
better
The Droftwich management  have
called on the town's fans to back them
to the hilt in w:mm s homecoming,
with Crawthe gt
really make the <Inrfcn-||n w for
py were fantastic :‘or u
ot "I(‘ FA Vase run, b have that
backing in all of our umm.ng Ames

wrs and the

will be massive for the g
cl ur end goal

I g through
.

I hed 1 out agai
Wyrley “with an btk wichin the o
ing minmte as Collins forced u stunmin
sap from the ,--!r: Vyrley goalkceper
Jimniy Walker, who then kept out Cox
with the next attack.
surprise when 1 ltsmen

as Cox pleked

d through-ball to plant the
Lo the far comer,
s had their second goal of
the game on 15 minutes when a ball
he pepalty

thee ball low

into the nes
Dealtwich did suffer one
when midficlder

negntive
o pieked up a ham-

strieg injury and had to be replaced b
Magdn Marvis miduay theough tie hal
Crowther [ 3 sl -

wtion as “just & m\
that the former Aston \1lI.A undes

D L F AGD Pt

Droitwich Spa 1813 4 1 70 25 45 43
‘Allscoltt Heath 2110 § 6 60 47 22 35
§ Ams 1910 4 562 49 13 34
Nrens 1810 4 551 3912 34
ComalColts 20 8 7 B57T 82 531
Dudley 23 & 41053 50 331

M Wlfrunlans 18 8 3 630 25 530

player is likely to be a doubt for Spa's
next game this weekend

His replacement found the net before
hadf-time, thomggh this was raled out for
affside « and another offside verdict
denied Collins his second of the game

att Gill and Dylan
tunities for Wyrley,
& r Mo Oliver

from pmm;-nu( position:
Oroitwich found another g
4

o
ustodian inta o number of 5
Despite his outstanding d-iﬂpb\\. |I(‘
was unable 1o keep el
£ o make it 3

on the
ker and
placlng the ball into the empty net,

Burgess strack his secon
hour mark when rounding Wi

while Collins completed the rout with

his
utes lat
thony as the league’s Bog

COFCE,
M quite so one-sided in last

¥'s trip to the West Walsall

g for & home” game with
ho proved stonn oppo-
s

ih i Simran Sing
antage on the hour mark
cstored the \Wo-g

cut th
.‘\uh 1w:.:¢“
witly

PAGE 31

Quinton hit

six to add to
Bartley woes

SUNDAY FOOYB&I.L Q! I\'Ni\
e s

arthey I£r|I>

|'|\N ct Prember Diviskon.

B et the tos,

J\nl-m Gardner-|

the rout,
Cuinton have moved twe

secand 1 b0 skt

played the me

4

d Juck O Donnell lolnpl\-l'mg

umln; II_\ -lmlllmt
thrashing in the Bromsgrove

Hoal show, \rrllll Allllwﬂ\l

, while Bartley Reds remain without

a point this term after 2 seventh defeat

from seven matches,
rouglsons made

o
who have won 13 of th

3
in all competitions this season, got the
in

better of the Division Twi bea
an cathiralling battle in Group B w
had been finely poksed 14
-time.

Bromsgrove O
of success in the
Suneay Premi

thians’ hupes
Waorcestershire FA

defeat to Redditch Borough.

targel Illmmﬂn Daniel Preston
Ward, but

reheinspired
11 (‘ Ia-k four to face
s

Jumior Cup will not feature Meadow
T

|’|\.|nu|! t]m Park had beaten
Drodtwich Spa B overs and FC

w
wito piy. Chalr teade In the Warees
Ihiss

in the somi-finals of the WFA Sunday
“Illlll‘ Cup after going down 2.1 at

Cup were ended ar the
quarter-final stage following a 4-2 home

emier Division Hromsgrove wore on

Fanteners,
In af the WEA Surrny

n'k whi were ellminated by New Dates

!\l’\‘(‘l o reach this stage
¢ no match for the hosts,
recster &

rict League.
Cofton O1d Boys suffercd heartache

Warcester & District side Gruppo Seleet.

tory Milliurne wis the scorer for the
L i ng the Ol

roester hosts

Copliusi and

Marcel Grigare to pévance,

BROMSGROVE & DISTRICT LEAGUE.
Premier Division

o
=
o
-
-
>
8

9 72047 038
Bl 1R
Chagd Revons 7 4 21 35 1421
AuginExApos 8 3 143030 0
Quinton Athistic 12 3 0 9 29 58.29
Alhigtico 7 2 232223 9
Broms Cornthians 2 1 218 14 2
Bartiey Reds 7007 55550
Divislon One
Knga ki aion 5 1 325 34 2
bion 51
& 5002 517
Cromm bt 6 4 1114 410
Hizza Unavd 5 3021714 3
Catstitt f 2 16233592
Maadow Park T2 1420292
Honhheld Athdotic 7 1 0 6 19 27 8

- ]

¥ ousediaad

wuNDDRG

Barley Mow
extend lead

¥y
at the top of the div

Leaders Barley \nm crensed their
tead at the summit despite
dropping two Tramen i thelr 7.2 dedent

of sixth-placed Doverdale A
Masons All Chalked
1o settle for a plaw
The Plllar of Dreams to fall fllr‘]ln r
behind,
Masons still b
ond spot after ©
Salted went dow o Sult
v\lm are Touri, s Vil Masors n,

levwhiere, rock-bottom The
Garter won seven s i
to-tun The Dyvey (ulmh] und p

b 'Illh\'l(‘l‘ had
ced

She campaign.

have leap

Mans into | Ith plac celgte
‘ot 5t while The op

in elghih after a 6-3 defeat of

Wessie Wanderers (tenth).

The

Standard, Friday February 28, 2020

Bren: Our display
cost us, not the ref

amm Sparting 1
Br rove n
Hitchin Town 2 9

Southen League Premier Central
Report by Bovr Tyler
and Max Bannor

BRENDAN Kelly sald s controversial
pesaby award against Bromsgrove

wasn't the reason they lost on
Saturday.

Ayne ’EN“L& GOv-minute pen-
alty, foliowing 2 foul by Jack Wilson

on Danlel Webd, aulhlv\ul Hitchin 1o
take the upper hand i the encoan-
ter

The Canaries 1'1\11'|uk«| their leasd
through Alex s hender and
though Will WN‘AK pave \‘IMIM'K
some hope the Hertfordshire visi

ars became the second team, xﬂt'r
Coalville Town, to deny the Rouslers
sictory both homse and away in the
Boagzus: this season.

Kelly wos aggricved by the nian:
ner in which the penaity was con-
coded, more so than the dubious call
by thet referee,

“1 think in that position, you ke
your hands and feed to yoursell,
-qlr.l “Any good striker will go de

o
.m'.l; rmm s it e o
to be

A drals goaliess fiest half gave nei
ver st of fans much to shout about
1 the Victoria Ground, though
Rouslers keeper Daatel Platt drow
soane applanse with his excellens
handling Itr lhluh a powerful shot
from

Tom Taylnr \mx proserited with
the first chanee of the second half
w Sporting beoked 1o step & bp,
forcing n stop from Town's Charlie
Hotlock,

But just two minues kter came
the big talking poimt, as the ref
mubed for @ foul on Webb and Ewbie
fired haane from the penalty spot,

www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

Sporting's Gre

despite Pt getting a hand to the
ball,

Twn funther soves by Plait 1o
l\-lw Brett Donmelly and Marsh Iu'm
pmsgrove in the game, althe
uu' latter wns boft with plenty i
time and space o dircet a down-

Mills beats H“Ollin 5 LOWI. Rolfe for pace in a o open
race for the ball. Picture by David Kett,

wumomstmd-uuo
rove Sporting 4
Raport by Bon Tyor

BROMSGROVE'S battling
win In bilustery conditions

wands header low into the corer
on 61 minutes. Shorrock polled o 6p against higher-level
foal bk with o stunning n.s 'xmu

the: roof of the net after T a -
o nn\'nmbt bu #lmp..uf Mebu mm denee, although it was

were b but Sporting could Wluwhemllnmd
ok firstl 2 Lu.— exualiser, to go closest against the

Styche shows his
international class

Midland League Premier
Charlie Dowd struck
nmarrowly wide of the
while former Ibunlnmp-
or Matt Coton was equal
toa c}memngo Al
from Styche to keep the
Iulr thme Mllnv ocked
lf.wu mrb' plain sail-

I:l\‘u Richard
ed home the second of the

minutes from tme with a
shot that was zipped into
(::hbaltom carner from

Black Horse suffer
National Cup agony

SUNDAY FOOTBALL:
TEN-MAN Black
FA Sunday Nati

C
dream is over after :h«
bowed out at the
i

al stage for the -«,uu\d

it
I e B ARleses Town's
Hitchin Road home.

Charlie Clayton opened the
searning rnr the hosts frons the
penally s 8 the second
T Befare :umlm. twes further
oals to weap up s hat-trick.

nlllum,,n there was sl mm
for Connor Vincen
gloss on the Saint

try Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bulivantmecia com

tion after five weeks without
tuare.

are narrowly
Kings  Heath fipta)
and EBroughsons {15pts), while
“atshill remain fifth on seven
points,
Diake ..t \(ll’k were unable to
ond loss of the
l:m-.hm Three, desplie
a

Im‘- aulm\uuu Hap
to fifth-placed Dake. kit im\J to
Wi roints.

1’ fey Sporis Reserves were
7 AFC Blackwell to
|-.m-|h- in a -1 thrashing in the

berth with the final
:\fh\'(r\uul!.
b

the

sion  One  of
I!nim,gnnl League, third-p

Crown Internazi
ilu:-lr title ¢ th \\r.muul-
ard 3.0 win over Catshill.
Connor Cashmore's double,
Horton,

plus o from
ensured a positive return to

o
Suniday Miner Cu
Blackwell, fying b s
omd in Division Three, were no
match for the Kidderminster &
Distriet 1.¢'u.m- outfit, wm. will
now face the winner of Grippa
Select and foﬂou O Boys in
the final.

Chaddestey  Bavens
reached he  semi-finals

Dynamo
of

W--ru-\ﬂrr\]lm'
last four B

visitors in front.
Steventon, however,
for his crror with a h

i
past o dofender be

hristophes
putting the b
directing a header wide while
Aaron Tulbett’

warking in their

in their response

the  Kidderminster  Hospital
nor after  dispatche
ing  Kidderminster's  Sporting

Jtrmh
13

oy
Waition & Horses, The redk-ot
Allstars have won seven in a row
and are 12 games unbeaten.

it

That mun was cortainly under

nster & District League

coally took T

free-kick effort
area was tpped

With Waggon's pliysieal game
favour, they

Allstars

and  earned

a penalty that was dispatched
by Michael Ryan to level once

on Two
the mscendan-
Al med-way

&
aisgh the half.
i Ficldng up posseaslan from
dry's pass, Joke
“nlﬁrlle- (‘Il-l\alk«d an A may
run down the left flank that
£nded witle & sumpsos. i
fnside the penaly are

he storen for
to seal vie-

!
lllr Tl 15 mmuw

ory.
Division One's Wizzn United
have been dumped

derminster side

«m:.lhi-wn-lsl»rl-h :-.
ey

kes

pih "Ryan Rowe, Uniied hit back
e 2 Tor Piakahs doek
K

second of the game, this timo
from the pe

then reg
cushion

chind o
again nhou |\l‘” ok struck his

!nw{ll. Black Horse, in black and white, tussle for !Ha ball with St
Joseph's. Pictures by The Cold End on

Though United halved the dofi-
cit ll-m--xl- a Dan Flowess own

goal, they were wnable to ol
Hresehis bick ol termes
Uosgite Dan Cale hiting the har
in the second half,

Fairfield

FOOTBALL: FAIRFIELD Villa
est peani to fall

United's

became the late
Solihull
1

vietim o
1

Memo nl
mere with & G-1
lay.
quickly left
staring al a uphill task
after Solibull took & tenth-minste
Miracle Okafor and
advan-

While Swans gealkecper Sam
i\||.-..-1:..|;.:. dlid well to get down
to pus !i an Anlrews pens
llllv .».-m |i 3 « the midficlder
Im-.l to turn in the
lcl.muml to effectively wrap up
the

There were oppo
Fairficld, notably a b
Ross Dempster v||w !'-».1:!‘
Leat stop fror :

Dempster was then left |l|'l|'
rlated afer Dominie Sirevens

opted to shoot, rather than tee
up the dangerman in 8 pocket
of space.

Fullack Keith Draper went
closer st

t3rd minute from Juke
Wicketts finally gave Falrficld
some reward for their enterpris-
Ingt g
il regeonped afier half.

nd Cameron Ebbile
i while Farfield

ings was

ot
Alcester Town, who sit in F2th
place, on Saturday (3pm).

W BARNT Greon 5y
memt dun of Gl Singh and
il Martin will have their fin:
ors crossed that Satarday's trip
Ia Hampton gets the go-ahead
{Fpm).

Fairficld

partak’s man-

challenge

P

lmln'l‘] 1ast weekend, and has

Spartak lnst kicked = ball on

Februpry 8 with a 2-0 loss away

Green's  Les  James

Cup  quarter-final
eckenham was post-
now

Rarnt

Fairficld's Ross Dempster,
centre, comes under ¢l
surveillance by two Sollhull
United players. Picture by
Paul Smith,

Green currently sit one place
above their opponents in tenth
in the table wnd with three games
in hand,

W DROITWICH =
the unusual sifumtbor axing
w i \\Jf\akl dur-
ingt aw's meeting with Sikh
Hunters (3pm).

Due to nm.dm,. at, the

vu!l

of W
e |1|m'n will |r‘|u
t rnnr I|-|||w fixtures at

last meeting between ‘Miter “hostingg Husters at l1|-'

0 and Hampton, Reuel  West \\'.l!s-..l'l -ACT As
I'nw-r»d netted for Spartak jn this weekend, a home a.aru('
a 1-1 draw back in December  against Wellington  Amatears
2018, (March T) at the King George’s

left needing Miracle after striker’s early goal

Playing Ficlds in Droltwich w
Be sandwiched in between
tures against Wyrley (March
and Busileholme (March 10) at
the EII:\n,uiwn- Community
Stadbum in Malve

Droitwich have alpped 1o s
ond in West Midlands (R ly
League Dhvision One  behind
new Weadders Mlscott, who went

top with n #2 defeat of FC
Dariastan.

e more
than confldent of res ¢
ace at the summit considering
the six games in hand,

Spa met Sikh Hunters last
month when James Lomon and
Many Hunt fired them o a 20

currently
joyed a mixed
the turn of

thi
o m;; thl\-e.
(=] humlullm. an Wrens N
weekend.




Shaquille
McDonald
cracks a
shot at
gmﬂ in
aturday's
defeat to
Coalville.

Maguire.

FAR LEFT:
Tom Taylor,
right,
tussles for
the ball with
a Coalville
layer.
icture
by Chris
Jepson.

Kelly: We need to bounce back

Sporting boss warns Banbury will be big test after Coalville shocker

FOOTBALL
Sporting re
but boss Brendan ys
s Banbury Lmu{l will be
lor & ‘nmr([a,v]:s clash.

le to us compared to back With eight minutes remaining it

taugh plice for teams  was 3.0 when Mitehell stole possession

for us coming off the  inside Sporting’s penalty a, before
plan the ball into the ﬂlr cormer.

K stressed Sporting need 1o g.-l rid

ir Achilles heel of conceding

round in lh(' il

. thanks to Jaanal

(mnln: s first-half double,

and only had Leon nnunlmm and ,J‘u'k The, Purltans ceeipy: sinth placo Tn

Wilson on the h h. the table, eight points off the play-
vEri ¢ the players that  offs, but Kelly expects them to provide  er, putting Bromsgrove on the backfoot  aga

smal Saturday ~ Wore oul - Ihc big players that we're  another huge test of his squad’s promo-  straight awa

It's the part of our game that con.
CEFNS me most, " he said.

Ve did it on New Year's Day o
Stourbridge, and more recentl:
Kings Langley, then we g
n. Maybe our concentration levels

Kelly praises

ilinchey on the stroke
hour-mark and a late effort from Kalro “We w

and do it

Mitehell compaoumnded are not where they necd 1o be.
afternoon for the Rous) in front of & reliant on - and that played a part in us  tion eredentials. Greg Mills forced Ravens keeper Saul “Against the good sides in this league -
crowed of 1,075 at the not getting a foothold in the game. =Ti |1n|1|n"<! us off the park with  Deency into makin Iy the fir we need to be solid and not switch off
Thi: Bromsgrove “Cre . though, U me we played them,” sts, while .
were made te pay 3 to mmm-\- 4 a job on us. Th ey the other

dow
Adam McGurk for
e wide, 3
rrived In the second g ny further u
sinchey buried a low  alty list for the risk of
ke into the bottom cormer. preparations.

their opponents at ar
shipped to a seventh league defy

ki;l' as they
L of

.y ery clever on the ball, we  ond “Iwn play
didn’t form well that day. It might an effor

mean everything golng into Satueday, or The next g
It might mean nothing 2 half when 3[:

y this season and “We're both better teams with the st

a0
“But [ur us net to threaten at

Anel he will and a response on  assisted them in th
Saturday against ninth-placed Banbury  them twice alre:

in derby rout

by Ben T&ﬂer
Lo tybier

a.00m

FOOTBALL: A PIVOTAL
weekend lies ahead for the

Southern League Premier
Central  promotion  race,
: ording 1o Bromsgrove i 2
b i anager Brendan Mike Tayloriroars
A player to drive gh a couple of Droitwich players. Pictures by pOTLing  manager ke iFayloriro
Marcus Mingins 0420002MMRS To order copies of our photos, visitwww.buyphotos247.com Kelly. Infcelebration after

Thr 1 ihditopiing Rowsliers fost

Bower’s men

dorby puassacre
d, which was a

perfi st fo Lust weckend's
get back tfo Bl foss angey. mount a comeback and their work  avaiting the high-flying Rousl
El 14 : e Was impressive, this weckend, 1 rOmMSHro
- = Tamwort) i “We were 4 bit fortultous with — manager Is urging fans to make
wlnnlng ways Peterborough — Sports — and  saine of our goals, the first-hall  the difference.
Hedpesford Town entenain fellow  penalty was a bona fide challenge lo have had a crowd of just
promotion lopefuls Stourbridge. anel ths shot for the thind changed  ander one theusand on & wet
Kelly hailed his Bromsgroveside — direetinn after a deflection. Tuesday night Is amezing,” Kelly

RUGBY UNION: DROITWICH
breathed a sigh of reliel after
pnnlngbthelr four-match losing

“th priske of Worcestersh It took us & while to get back  sald,
al’l-or the midweek rout at the  in our stride, bt cerainly towards s
Vietoria (mmmi higghlighting the ve wre playing some bril- ing

run to bed against Kidderminster result e of the ant football to watch,” the | h:l»-llwm ol
Carolians lnst weekend. Irwlwns\ s ranks. e negative to corse out of the “Th
A 10-7 win in Midlands One “The ch wis 2 first-half on a keife o
West was a much-needed one for is something cler Gift M snatched a point with two Late
Ryan Bower's side, considering the wark o at e with Redditeh's tower-  goals back in August, and we

difficult period the club has gone
through since his arrival in the
Droltwich hotseat at the start of
December.

Droitwich's first victory under

st :ll when 1 liest came to the  ing striker Brandon Diau. narrowly lost in the [CSS League
“He's received some treatment enge] Cup game [2-1 in

o tried 1o strengtlien in e awalting # full nssess ¥

those ways and s somcthing — ment,” said Kell e a better side than when

that now eomes naturally, We've “Liam Spink pit in a stand-out  we last played them, and P'm sure

his supervision, courtesy of a become quite good st bouncing  performance 1 say. He  they'll feel the s | be piv-

Josh Skinner try converted by back whenever we have a defe; otal but it won't dec anything
Nat Maginnis, who later added “1 woubdn't say it was the it this stage,

n malw‘ Illtim;ll.‘l} Ilr;'»;:ld l|l¢|" 3 Inli{)'(-rllml-:ul‘m:-l at half- ‘\ playing

‘erence on a boggy piteh at the pesiday], bul e Sports,  and

GI n Mllrhcll Memmnp: Ground. Droitwich fly-half Chris Hooper attempts to halt an . wen  Hednesford  are  playing

Report ~ Page 38 player. urbridge, 0 it's a big weekend

in the league,”



U13s team
set the pace

letes Cross Country
campaign 3t Wolverhamplon,
eavens opened shorly before
the U135 boys man in the opening event,
but the kads continued their great
form .-nl«- provious three fixtures to
comfortal ain and add (o their
Midland Coun c.
e

han Sanders (121h), Wille

il Josh Bevin (186t}

cemented the team victory,
fi

att Bevins
s Hembiy
m Hembiry

ur fixi
was third, Peidden tea
Fith, Sanders 13th,
Lath andd Josh Bevins
the day, |)lhr1 ne
ces came from Natal in
third place, Sophic (.mnm: th) and
Lauren 8 205th) in the U17 wom-
en’s race to place their team second.
Hareison Mayne (U17 u\n:u !u-ldwd
cighth (fifth overall) and the U11 girl
team was fourth (sixth o erall), ledd
oo by Hose Lewis in 241h,
boys were 131h on the day
{ninth n\mnll) s Gabriel Wagstall took
15th place.
) !\nh' anmd Phlllu

Apective
I Luscy EI d u'\.e- fiftn
(uﬂmln ﬁ\’rNI'I! [ur the U115 girls.

th.
ble perform-
Haths

+ Tu\)’lur were
113

Stinton starts
title defence

POOL: THE OPE round of the
singles knockout competitlon in the
Droitwich Pool League started with &
Mourish on Wednesakay night.

Eight players from six d
teams are safely through i
quarter-finals of the competition,

i s Al C llnlk«I Up und The
Arms bol b b

-mlcuhlp leaders Barley

r, DWMC and

The ml...— u! Diearns are the other sides
wir progression inte

'Current singles champion Ma
inton, who for The MM &
Garter, had no problem in starting
Barboy Mow s

Greenfield are also through,
Jake Cooper, of illar rJl Direams,

then overcame a difficult oponi

rwlunxl o the nual r-hnr o

a

oo
With feague nction resuming next
week, the quarter-finals and semi-
finals of the singles wumament will
be contested on the same night on
Weddnesday, April 29,

The standard, Friday February 2o, JU<0

Ross Attwood,

kick-started
Bromsgrove's
comeback with
two tries. Plcture

by Andy Jepson.

More quality needed by hard-working Boars

RUGBY UNION: S Dan
Protherough says his side’s n 19 I-\'D
Midiands Promier loss at B
weekend was not for a lack r
trying

Trailing 120 at half-time 1o
tries from Kamva Lunge and Will
Simpson, who converted his own
effort, the Boars turned the tables
in the second half go in front,
courtesy of Hoss Attwoed's two
, plus a conversion and a pen-
y from James Upton.

A Inte reviva) by the hosts put
Burion back in front after Simpson
A0t AT AnkVH Ead Bk Seoom X try
of the afterncon.

felt the Boars conld

ot be faultcd for tl-eir endeavours
at Peel Croft but they
extra quality at key moment
“It was a very tight game, they
seored in the last few minutes to
ve had most of the ball

~w didn’t show the qu Il()’ nved-
ed to kill the game off, we just
didn’t m for the knockout blow,
=l think it was lhmnﬂ-
mmp]lcrnc . It was a good overall
effort and 1 can't fault them. If we
showed a bit more guality, then we
take those chances,”

The result drops Bromsgrove
down a place into sixth, ahead of
& home game against eighth
an?;uul;r Phoenlx on  Saturday
Doncaster are- ex»erlentlnu a shm-
ilar kind of urton
prior to last weckend s game, have
ing lost four in suecession.

And In terms of recent history, the
last meetd stands in favour of
the Boars having won &

November's
reverse fixture at Castlepark 15-8,

Regardless of the Phoenix's cur-
rent form, Protherough is certain
his team are in for a battle at
Finstall Road.

“As I've sald before, there Is very
1|m« between a lot of teams in this
1.

wd,

when we get chances we have to
hope that we take them, and we've
lﬂllltd hard in order to do that.”

With just six  games remain-
ing until the end of the season,
Frotherough iu'yn he has no clear
t. r?e in mind for Bromsgrove,

“We want to win every game,
but we've just got to focus on the
most immediate fixture - that's
always how we approach things,”
he said.

Droitwich’s injury crisis
eases to face Old Hales

RUGBY UNION: 1!!.\lli IIU.\‘I I- R
sys Droitwich are in

Ly Ben Tyler

fer position ahead u[ Saturday’s
crunch clash with Old Halesonians
(2.15pm) following a three-week
m% .

Eonners were left in a state of dis-
auriy i the weeks I\whm{ 1 1o thedr kst
Taire = o ] e defind o W -
on Felsuary 8, sk Injury crisis ulkd
ot e Bl of the fm-r —1 || b
But Droitwich coq ki wﬁ the
club ks now in @ better —amo o Mot thecdr
Fivaks, whi are one place above, in e bat-
the between 12th and 13th in the Midlands
Omne Wt table.
“We've een thankful for the fow weeks

o tylonE@bul o

L
85 or B per cent now, compared to 2
0 peer cont o few weeks ago.

“So we're in o much stronger position
now after the rest and the recuperation,
and thanks to the physkos who were hav.
g 1o work overtime.

While the playing  niambers  have
meturmand to a healthy level again, the
Monners” preparations for the clash have
been disnged by the recent storms that

have Blighted clubs up and down the
land.

.

Humter says that while sutdoor traln-
g s Beven 3 g, the chu i
safl have found alternative me
work with the players

“Training has Im\u o\ucnnﬂy aliffbeudt
for us to navigate,” bl

Bt we've been -lua
of work - indoor elrcults, working on han-
dling. and keeping the r.ﬂ wers tagether o
step amuw ||n'|»|r.ll

We 4 ol the firs:texm piteh in
the hqu- ll\:\l Bowill ey ugs, but that all

depends I we. get & couphe of days wik-
out min which hasn't looke lcly
e i ks

that e suffered in ot respect.”

When Droitwich headed 1o Wassell
Grove [ November's leagne mesting. Old
Hales 20-19 won with o Iust-minute s
el the Monpers ane ¢

wmm& a similar

unter,

“The tough comditions will no doubt
play a part, so we're ready for a really blg
game, For us, this is a game that we think
ane Twope we can wit

If Droiewich are 10 clalm o sixth win of
the season, ey will have to do
pu| secrum-lall Bosh Skinner ancd

Skinner remains out with
ry, amdd hooker Matt Tran
pected 1o be missing for the fest
the season.

DL on charge with whitewash

TENNIS: 1T WAS a

Bromsgrove O aflter a white- Coll

Worcestershire Men's Winter

League,
The 10-0 win in Divislon 8ix
B

\Iuon Bave an indication of
to come with a scin-

lll Il'lK 60, 60 drul of
Wallastan's M Jchnl ‘xmfrcn
lnd James Perks, followed by

G2, 62 stral;

lll.‘a Nigel Brookes and Stewart
o against Harvey Rutter and

Paul Wootton. dhouse  and  Venables 4
Boyd and Brookes were 6-3,  completed the job mu- n 64, Roosenboom's B-1, 6-0 d and 340 wingers pe
-3 winners against Seriven and 6.2 triumph over L and  te Booth and Dorril m\anl
Perks, while Mason and Botha  Rachman, keeping I:lmitwich Stourport B took the overall .
recorded @ 63, 60 win in the  F in second. Barnt Green lie v . New f‘nllte-

final rubber.

B The Divislon Ten Enst derby
between hosts Barnt Green 1)

and Droitwich F finished 8-2 in
favs unr of the visl
in

Jamalfar got Green ug and run-
ning with a 7-6,
versus Philip \\oodhnw and
Aark Venables,

But  Droitwich called
shots i
the tie through John Jenkins
and Jopathan Carter in a 6-3,
61 defeat of David Llewelyn
and Harry s,

A threcsetter in the third
rubber nll\ :Iw \dnlwr- In lhe
driving seat
of the palnu, l'lmll«ici\ mm
Jdenkins and Carter ook the  against Ly

Melen Griffiths, going down | Ml wis

3-8, ary
m‘ilh\ \\‘hlte and Jamu!‘ar‘

fourth.

W There
for David Lloyd Bromsgrove

itors,
White and Eliar

e
en on, levelling

Roosenl

61, 61,

D in Division 11 East of the
Women's Winter League after
being put to the sword by lead-

Bbottom on six points, cight
Wlnln adrift of M‘mm‘l bottom

m & Hagley
Nancy Berry and W Nickson
wrrv Iml'blr

to
IA‘l‘ !‘Iorrl! in l!wlr 62, 60
ing loss, wi
re ('ulrmrlrlu» and Karin

Flayiig 8 seeond umn ln

Lo uﬂrr much
and

Youngsters
spot on to
reach finals

SCHOOLS SPORT: A P
shoot-out win proved the perfect
way for Hromagrove iwwmury
School's under-1:3s b L

to w\nl u'rr qrudlfunllun for the

|lrrur\wm‘- finkshed thind in

ALTY

o

no beiter
dncksan  and

winelng marging
Perrout Hill

Berry and Nickson unable to
prevent a whitewash
-4 final rubber loss to
riffiths.

was further misery 64,
Jackson and

I Bhalr | ahver el

time,

the for
the national finaks, after 2 come
manding nm 1 the seml-firnals.

A Ay win over Ki
Tollowed by mate con-

espectively
hw\m r-finalks wi ||b|.

Bromsgrove with o sizeable task

I the quaster-final, and it end 1.1 in
ation and extra.

Penalty flicks were then

odd two withaut reply.
In reaching the

anteed a place
finals, somet]
removed s

provided

Collegye.
Cheltenbam were

voquired, o5 Bronegrave comr-
sembfinals,  place
Bromsgrave were alwady guar-
e i next month's
ich perhops  bronze
weir clash with Cheltenham

winners

after sn»a\m, In the laM secotds of
the gan e rid anal fourthe

pls ot r.mw.-.w- s
o Hazelgrove 1-0 to end the tour-
nament on A positive note with the

Dromsgrove will now do hanl.-
inst the best in the cou
Chefenham College ko TS
finals on Friday, Mare

The Standard, Friday January 10, 2020

Boss Kelly left with
eyebrows raised
at emphatic win

FOOTBALL:

Biggleswade Town 2
Bromsgrove Sporting 4
Southern League Promior
Cantral

Report by Ben Tyler and Max
Bannor

BRENDAX elly was taken aback
by the manner of Bromsgrove
Sportin away  win
Bigsleswade Town Inst Nmnl.ly

The Houslers had a 4.0 bead
solng nto the final 1
than a Mike Tay
nd effarts fram Richard Gregory
and Tom Taylor,

Although the Waders reduced

keeper Danicl Pl It's impordant that we don't
the defich, Kelly was dolights A similar save wa made Ty gt earried away. Our unteat-
1 by a i Kyle Furster 1o -m. s centre, giving Sporting o selid , ith o fourth arriving five on run has been fantastic and
Bromsgre al the oalwr -ml. before Mike  lead ot the interval, minutes l:m-r courtesy of a strike I¥'s & good foal
compt h Taylor struck on the I|:|I[-]|m|v The third goal arrived in buried Taylor, Sporting We welcome Tamworth to
“You don't expeet to be 40 mark when he rounded the keep-  the G6th  mi uh— when the VG on Saturday and vl

any away game, let alone  er and tapped home.
1::.1I||.-l .m established team at Gregory promptly added a sec-
ree like ﬂa lcxwmh‘-.' and with' o low volley inte the

their manager Chris Nunn left [:n
M| al‘:or 12 years in «

oursclves ot the result, eyebrows
tinted to be raised,

at g th
hasppy.”

Thwe hosts started the
top with Drew Richardson
Tresmaynie Ciarles wasting

H
=

hi
ed & low stop oot Rowstere

net from strike partner Taylor's

ay-offs.
d of pinching

w

Christmias perlod we e

e

hile

Gr.g Mills, left, ra
at Langford Road. Picture by Phil

Quaynor's rm—_

lespite K

ing twice
utes for the hos

ces for the ball \;ilh a Biggleswade player

poked hunw and hosed.
ks Lucan strik-
in the space of 12 min-
the R

mannged to see the game vis,

PAGE 39

The lads
are on
flra at the

last three

and laking

i
%oinls.

onfidence
Is v

and lang miy it contin

boa
usfers

Let’'s get the Shed
rocking once again

Hl all. hope everyone had
$nrnal Cheistmas and New
"

.,
We ended the yoar on a

high, and wa've started the

Mew Year in similar fashion,

nigh amongst us all fAight now

tost lor us. Wo'vo
already beaten them ear
thi season but in my epinion

::o;«l am :ha sironges! side in
o
Ino\r hrwu quatity all over
the pitch with no real weak-
nossos.
I's @ fixture wo'ne il fook-
ing forward

to though,
INSIDE VIEW Regiyis
Sear
' Richord Grogony's o big
weakly column IEEIEIEN
from behind the n
[ scenes af n“"g: Eig
o Mo Viclorka 4
e Ground h?b%u“
3!0 wgll

supported
in a top-ol-the-table clash.
Pooplo neod 10 realise how
far we na\m comae in the last
three years and anjoy these
games, and on that note wo
want you to all come down in
\wur numbers and get behind

’ wu wan to get the Shed
rin  End recking as we look 1o
cantinug cur unbeaten run.

Ross Dempster puts away his second goal of the game to round off an
impressive debut for his new side. Picture by Paul Smith.

Dempster starts with
a bang on Villa debut

FOOTBALL: THE SE ALS of the
Presidents Cup are i skght Tor Fujrtiela
Villa after a comfortable 3.0 win at Alcester
Tewn bt werkend.

New signing Ross Dempstor  scored
twice, while Laurence Martin also netted
in the victory at Stratford Roo
Swans will now face one of citl
Covenry Alvis o Nonhfleld Town for a
place in the firal
ooster started the game on top but
fell behind when & Falrfield cormes fed o
-i| goalmouth scramble and Martin bundled
o,

Belped Fbrfiehd acclimstise to

tha durrrult pitch and they eaming s
space when debutant Demgester,

sdjenest m.m Paget Rangers, fired home his
first of the al'll'moon on i
strong mun ? Eeith Dmaper resulted

Ina uunuuu. left-footed drive which tested

Town keeper Dan Handley, while Alfie
Bloomer went olose 1o putting Villa out of
=ight when his shot was deflected just wide
from l’ﬂuv‘d(‘r'\ cut-hack,

The second hall continued in a similar
vkl a5 Fm-rﬂml continued Lo create 1
better ogportunities, with Alcester sporadi-
('M.Lr |:rm1¢|.ul;.=l reminder of their threat.

ugh Dompster wisted 3 golden
ages of the seeond
nu«l\' amsersds on the bour mark

with s 1-L|m)'
Fairfiell turn lh| attentions back to
Ml‘ll’anll E\munll League  Division Two
vhen they host 1 Ith-placed Barnt Groen
Spartak on wmmm
The Swans, whe in tenth, last
utak in .I.'mu:u'% ‘_’l'll‘l in o thrill-
b2 victory, with Ellis Blakemore and
Connor Collins both netting braces that day
at the Reercation Ground

1?

FOOTBALL: MARK Owen fecls
his Droitwich Spa side should be
awarded the three poin or A
Aoodiight failure cut shon Tucsday
m‘i]l: s fixture at Sikh Hunters,

e Saltmen were keading 20 in the
West \!uumu {Regionnl) Leage Division

a1 Long Lane Park with just 13
minutes h'n to play, thanks o secomd-hall
r;nl& from Jumes Lemon and Matthew
st

Bt with efforis to fix the Hghts 1o con-
tinue play proving futile, the game was
abandoned

A leagiae parsel will now decide what
bappens,

Spa marager Owen explained: “The
[ﬂ‘lllu! from the ground was that because
per cent of the game was
plyed, tha el shoubd waned

“Eut [ chon't know completely, 1t will go
1ot Denggehe puancd s wee avwalt the deciston

i them.

=i the fiest half it wos o difficult pitch
tor play om with it Beingt soft in places and
the strong wind to contend with,

ey W 1k G0 play was msile very
9{ L

r koo
‘e plagedd better o the b bl

tx Ben Tyler
ben téenbulvanimedia.com

and got the goals, until the game came to

IBIle. bt they

feomt of ol mul strugsled 1o test home

keeper Aaron Morris,
Eventually, ﬁﬂlrmuu{ || MDI

meanvincing in

of s
from Saltmen No | t Oliver ot the
other cnd, U \’i\llul’“]wh the Jead when
er- corner was diverted inad-

Ao his own net by Darlaston
L-Mﬂw Mark Swann,

But five later Michael Eagles
found Ilm\wllu phaced to help the disi
aanN‘-: Festore panty golag (nto

hrald-

"N Secornt half latesesd with chanees fol
Lowedd for the visifors, but they geableed
the winter 15 minutes from thme when
Milbury blasied inta the fur conte of the

( onnor Collins” speculstive offon from

Owen wants the
three points after
game abandoned

Saltmen leading 2-0 when floodlights go out

mnge crashed against the croesbar, b
Dirwitwich re il with o well-desceved
three pokits.

Crwen said it was the ln‘rﬁ\‘t Mmllun!r or
why Bo team in the divi e .
estimated by bis Tigh- Ilhliol side,

“Ewvery team is ﬂnﬂlluug. from top down
to bottom. | stressed this to the lads that
there are no uml(nrt.\i.»h e in this
Besugee,” hee el

A this time of year the pltches are
M’[\I'_l anid the games are mone even because
of it

“We've got to ground results out every
now sl then,

“Lasa year we probably would have
druwn that game, so overnll we deserved
the wi
mare o

A home gme syl

Willonhall Town awalls on  Saturday
(Fpare), with o fully-f squed svailable to
the Droftwici BT

“Willenhall stnried the season with six
wites Froan sis Buat dropgeed off after that,”
sabd Owen. “But they've still had some
Bood resalts, albelt & mived bag, 0 it
could Be o very difficult ga

el plan ways ddo for it I's

aloe 1o be back at home o ]m;- fully we
et the win,”

Garmson stars to fire

SUNDAY FOOTBALL: TWO of Rubery's
Bromsgrove Sunday League sides have
wcontinued thelr progness in this year's WA
Ili;un'> Cup after victories of differing ease
st end.

v Abibetico dumped out Nomhfield
Mhl\‘tn with a -1 rout to reach the quar-
1.-pﬁn.un of the competition,

Midarn Garmson stareed with 4 brace,
while Callum Gregory, Sean .“n\[ﬂluﬂﬂlil
Mitchell Mansficld and Hob S als
ackded Wielr names 1o the scoresheet fo(l]k’
PP hosts,

Penalties were required 1o onsure
ibery Memorial's place in the second
ot however, fallowing a 2-2 draw with
Sudley Rangers,
confident  first-half  display
ekl put the Bosts twa goals U
briak « courtesy of Dan Bramwell’s ~Juu«l

finksh and Nick Lawson's tap-in,

But the game :.ud'hll.v turned on it
hewd after the intory

Dhaniel 'wutlu-ll wlk\«l a goal back to
ursetile Rubery bl e }'\Illl'| !Inm&\-
levelled to Iakn' Ame Lo

Memorial kawp« Jamm \\xlll;mu
was then the hero with a couple of saves to
uh-urr Memorial won the shoot-out |

Weat Heath f\ll-aam are through to

the sen- ruud-. of the Worceter Nursiig
Mirwr Cup afte Tl MeGrory and Jason
Giblons gools gave them o 21 win at
]irmlwi“h Spa Rangers.,

| Dk York are also thr after
1 scored both goals in thelr 2-0
ver Hormets,

Iy Bromsgrove Charity Junior
s sufvanced at Casshif's

win.

Athletico into cup quarter-finals

« dlrm :—,ml sealed their ill—‘\\- I|- lllr
f the Woroester N

(\.p after beating Crown lmnnmunl\alr
20, with Jon \h:m ard Kyonn Evans both
o the 5o

Imnlglmma match winning run las
come to an e after thelr
defeat to Perrywood AFC - ™
bal!'ln'lwl by 1l I||- Ihviakm One leaders this

l[".mn!lllt'. Myles Newman's strike was
enouigh to ereune Bromsgrove Corinthians’
progression in a 10 sy win at Viee Bar,
Austin Ex Apprentices had sn away day
to reme or returmbing from 1

Bromsgmove Lengie Premier Diviskon clasly

o Connor
and Alex Dugmore added s

e 1o the scoresheet while an own goal
also went in the visiors' 3
The extensive list of scoring eendered
efforts from Cordell White and  Anton
nerHennett  pointless  for  lowly
remain second - botiom,

[ the table,
hird: placed

Lewis Amos was 1l Ih|'
p his \nlt on the way
¢ victany ver Kinge Heath

Harry Nicholls wis alss on target
Elmehen RBood, helping the visitors rise
rih in the standings,

Diviston Two's sole fixture, AFC
Norton's tithe challenge continsed  after
Jason: Thwminmon struck both goals 1o

ercome Chaddesley  Ravens  Dynamo
1

Leaders I!mﬂw:mu‘ Partban ran riot
alfter putting eight past Easemore United
in Divisbon Three. linm’.\ from Nick Baker,
Adnm Pillinger and Deeks, plus
m Pail Halfpeo anl Ashnah

completed the Sii scoreline 10

kuep lhm‘.m top of the

itle s AFC Hdnrlu\‘ﬂ Feialn
however, following their
iy win at Grapevine & Norton.
ralg Goldshy hat-trick stole the show
at the basement side, with Luke Rowlands
scoring the oiher Blackwell goal,

Scventh-placed Stoke Priors straggies
1n|“l|5'||\1l after a 50 boss gl l I'wﬂ i I

ILlr] Parkinson (2), St
{"}mn Rory Milbourse struck |>muh e
Boys i to fosrth,




RICHARD DUFFY’S first-minute

opener set the tone for Congleton
Town's 2-0 defeat of Vauxhall Motors as
Mick McGraa's men lost ground in the race
for the Premier Division titie.

With table-topping Avro seeing off Irlam
thanks to Lous Potts’ 52nd-minute winner,
the Motomrmen were punished for their slow
start when Duffy found the net with the first
comer of the game, Shakeel Jones-Girif-
fiths netting the other after the break.

Late drama at Longridge Town saw
Jack Arowsmith and Ben Finley rescue a
2-2 draw against Winsford United while
Steven Yawson's double was enough to
cinch a 3-1 win for Kendal Town at the
expense of AFC Liverpool, Brandon Cros-
kell-Robinson netting the other.

Northwich Victoria saw off Barnold-
swick Town 2-0 after Damola Sotona
and Kuda Chingwaro goals, keeping the
Vics right in the promotion chase, while
Litherland REMYCA had Luke Denson
and William Dunne to thank for second haif
strikes that downed Squires Gate 2-0.

Wythenshawe Town continued the
trend of 2-0 victories, courtesy of their
defeat of West Didsbury & Choriton, and
Jack Price's quickfire response could not
draw Padiham back into contention in
their 2-1 loss to Charmock Richard.

Niall Cummins' goal edged Bury past
Burscough 1-0, with Jawad Jebrin's effort
also eaming victory for Lower Breck
by the same scoreline against Ashton
Athletic.

Elsewhere, Matthew Davies’ late winner
for Prestwich Heys saw off the Isle of
Man by a single goal.

BEN TYLER

STENSON’S MAJOR BORO BOOST

IT WAS another case of
home comforts for Nunea-
ton Borough, after Luke
Benbow and Matty Sten-
son strikes extended Jim-
my Ginnelly's promotion
chasers’ unbeaten record
at Liberty Way this term.

With both home goals
coming in the first half,
Diamonds skipper Luke
Massingham reduced the
arrears with 25 minutes
to play, though Boro al-
ways looked likely to keep

NUNERTON BORO 2
AFC RUSHDEN & D 1

By Ben Tyler

a firm grip on the points
and third place.

From the first whistle,
Nuneaton set out to attack
and asked early questions
of Dean Snedker, Charlie
Dowd and Stenson both
going close with drives.

So when the deadlock
was broken on 12 min-

utes, it came as little sur-
prise, with Camron Wil-
liams rewarded for his
solo run and lay-off when
Benbow rifled home.
Borough's tally was
doubled six minutes from
the interval, when a ball
over the top resulted in
Stenson finding the net.
Stenson could have
had another before the
break, had his rebound
from Benbow's free Kick
been enough to thwart

Snedker - as the visitors
looked increasingly likely
of having a mountain to
climb.

They would pull them-
selves back into conten-
tion thanks to Massing-
ham’s whipped header
directly from a throw-in
midway through the sec-
ond half, though a lack of
follow up resulted in Dia-
monds falling short.

STAR MAN: Matty Stenson (Nuneaton)
ENTERTAINMENT: * % &

OMEBACK kings Congle-
on Town made ten-man

Lye Town rue their lack of com-

posure in a Vase classic.

Peter Williams cancelled out

Josh Hesson'’s opener for Lye.
The latter promptly doubled
his tally, before teammate Sam
Hall added his name to the
scoresheet from a corner to
put the Flyers 3-1 up after just

26 minutes.

Thomas Pope did the lord’s
work for Congleton, reducing
the arrears in first-half stop-

CONGLETON TOWN 4
LYE TOWN 3

By Ben Tyler

level through George Sankey
on 51 minutes.

The drama did not end there
as Hesson ended his afternoon
on a sour note with a straight

red card, prior to Ethan Harts-

page time, inspiring Town to

horn’s dramatic last-gasp win-
ner from the edge of the box.

STAR MAN: Ethan Hartshorn (Conglefon)

ENTERTAINMENT: + % % %




Josh takes
brake off

for Sports

OUT-OF-SORTS Leamington
were powerless to prevent a
Josh McCammon-inspired
Peterborough Sports from
taking all three points at Your
Co-op Community Stadium -
making it six games without
victory in National League
North.

With conditions initially
denying expansive football, the
hosts had the first real chance of
note just after the half-hour
mark, when, in the midst of a
goalmouth scramble, Rackeem
Reid thrashed wildly over the
bar.

Sports found themselves at
the forefront of all the attacking
play thereafter, so McCammon'’s
stunner to break the deadlock
came as a well-earned reward.

Switching the ball onto his left
foot, the midfielder made itlook
simple to pickout the top comer
from just outside the penalty
area a minute before the break.

It was that man McCammon
again who doubled Peterbor-
ough’s lead ten minutes into the
second half, when the Sports

star fortuitously deflected Dan
Jarvis' initial effort over loanee
Callum Hawkins and into the
Brakes' net.

Kidderminster were similarly
not at the races in a tightly-con-
tested affair at Aggborough,
going down by a single goal to
Gloucester City.

A lively start suggested an
intriguing afternoon was in
store for two of the league’s
recent strugglers, with Glouces-
ter going closest through
Dominic McHale's low driven
effort, prior to Krystian Pearce
being denied on the line by
Trent Mahorn-Rendall.

Zak Brown clattered the post
seconds later for Harriers, but
that was the closest either side
came to breaking the deadlock
in the opening half.

The second half was only six

minutes old when Matt McClure

put City ahead, nudging home
from close range after Michael
Gyasi’s shot deflected into his
path.

The scoreline could have
made for worse reading for
Harriers, but for the woodwork
denying McHale in the denying
stages, a result that makes it five
defeats in the last six league
outings for Kidderminster.

AFC Rushden & Diamonds 1-3 Stourbridge -
Report Express & Star

A FEW HOME truths were required during the half-time break to avert the course
of proceedings at the Hayden Road admits joint-manager Leon Broadhurst, prior
to Stourbridge's eventual 3-1 success over AFC Rushden & Diamonds.

The Glassboys had second-half saviours Reece King, Alex Moore and Dexter Walters to
thank for ending a three-match winless streak in both the league and FA Trophy, a run that
looked set to continue after trailing on seven minutes to Jack Connor’s flicked finish.

Speaking on what was required to turn the tide in Northamptonshire, Broadhurst said: "We
just got into them about what wasn't working, where we could play the ball in better areas.

"Once we got up the pitch an extra five yards, the midfielders were winning more of the
second balls and matching the forwards for their pressing.

“I'm not going to say it was all hunky dory, but there were a few home truths which had to be
said at half-time.

“It'll be nice to just get back on home soil now most importantly, against Hednesford, who
are scrapping for their lives.

"We've played 11 of our 16 league games away from home, more than anyone else in the
division, and we have a point to prove against them [having lost and drawn versus the
Pitmen in the league and FA Trophy)."

Going behind galvanised the visitors, but they just could not grasp the foothold in the game
that they so craved despite several chances falling to Joe Hull and Jason Cowley in
particular.

Levelling within seconds of the restart from King's header, Moore was then on target
moments later when turning home in a goalmouth melee.

It was one-way traffic from thereon in, so it should have been little surprise when a third
Stourbridge goal, courtesy of Walter's flick at the back post, sealed the deal for Leon
Broadhurst's men five minutes from time.



Saltmen determined to kick on

by Ben Tyler

sport@bromsgrovestandard co. uk

FOOTBALL: MARK Owen says
it is full steam ahead for his
Droitwich Spa side after a stop-
start first half of the season.

The Saltmen went top of Division
One of the West Midlands (Reglonal)
League for the first time this term
after beating Wrens Nest 5-2 in mid-
December - proving a memorable
point in an unusual campaign which
has resulted in Droltwich only com-
pleting ten league games prior to
Christmas Day

Assessing the first ‘hall” of the
2019/20 scason, in which the club
achieved a best ever run to the sec-
ond round of the FA Vase and pro-
gression in the Division One League
Cup, Owen says momentum has built
nicely to allow the club to have a
successful end to the campaign.

“As | sald at the start of August,
the league Is the most important
thing for us this season,” said the
Droitwich manager.

*We've just caught up now with
our games on most of the other
teams in the league. Being top at
Christmas was massive for us to
have a strong second hall of the
sSCason.

“The FA Vase was very important
for the club and helped massively,
both financially and in promoting
the club in the arca.”

Despite a backlog of fixtures now
facing Spa, albeit an issue that will
alfect most of the other teams in the
division, the Saltmen boss Is con-
fident the busy schedule will prove
beneficial in keeping his team sharp
for the remainder of the scason.

“It's been such a lay-off for the
lads with all of the fixtures missed
that I think it will help us to get back
to sharpness,” Owen said.

James Lemon's leveller was in vain in November's 2-1 defeat to Lye
Town in the FA Vase, but the Droitwich manager says it proved an
important day for the club.

Perhaps unsurprisingly Mark Owen has singled out the final win In the club’s FA Vase run against Whitchurch
Alport as one of his stand-out moments this season. Pictures by Mathew Mason.

"We're going to be playing every
four days in January, it is a backlog
but it should help us in many ways,

"We can’'t get ahead of ourselves.
I'm delighted with how 2019 has
fMinished by going top of the league
table, the lads have been terrific but
it all means nothing at this stage.”

Two names which have cropped up
more than any other are the prolific
strike pairing of Connor Collins and
James Lemon, who found the net 30
times between them prior to Spa’s
final game of the year against Wyrley
(December 28)

Regardless of the outstanding con-
tribution made by the pair, Owen
is more inclined to pay tribute to
his entire squad lor their efforts in
the first half of the season, adding:

*Collectively in terms of goals scored
we're up there in the charts and the
opposite for goals against,

“Most of the goals have come from
Connor and James, Jordan (Cox) has
also done well in recent weeks, and
they'll take the plaudits, but there
are players behind them that make
their job easier

“Players like Cory Rudd, Lewis
| Phillips ), Alex Dugmore and Seels
[Mike Seecley] - everyone has played
their part - so | can’t pinpoint just
one player.”

With a chance to reflect on the
first half of the season before head-
ing into the 2020 lixtures, Owen was
quick to name two games which have
deflined the current campaign so far.

“Against Whitchurch Alport [in the

FA Vase|], everyone was surprised by
how we managed to play considering
we knew we were going up against
it,” he sald.

"We lost against Lye Town, but
to see the ground full of that many
Droitwich supporters - | think we
took in the region of 150 fans to the
game - it really showed the potential
of the club and the fanbase.

“It also showed how far we've
come in such a shont space of time
and then the overall highlight was
going top for the first time this sea-
son before Christmas.”

Droitwich kick off 2020 with a
trip to strugglers FC Darlaston on
Saturday (2pm), prior to a midweek
visit to Sikh Hunters on Tuesday
(7.46pm).



Four-midable Cairns fires
leaders to stylish victory

Ly Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia com

FOOTBALL: JOE Cairns scored
for a fourth successive match to
send Coventry United on their
way to a 3-1 triumph at South
Normanton Athletic.

The forward curled home a 32nd-
mimute opener in sublime fashion to
settle the visitors down after an open
start to proceedings at Lees Lane

Goals from Tyler Haddow and Chris
Camwell put United in control before
Martin Smyth pulled a goal back.

United’s 18th league win of the sea-
son keeps remain four points clear of
second-placed Sporting Khalsa, albeit
having played two games more, in the
Midland League Premier Division

Both sides enjoyed a number of half
chances at the beginning of the first
half, with Coventry's Jake Holt going
closest on the hall-hour mark with a
strike that clattered the post.

But a few minutes later United were
uhead with a clever finish from the well-
placed Cairms, who planted the ball into
the top cormer afller some pinball inside
Athletic's penalty arca.

Huddow then doubled the visitors'
ndvantage on the stroke of half-time,
prodding home aflter a free-kick was
fumbled by the goalkeeper.

Two minutes after the restart Camwell
met Riley O'Sullivan’s centre for 3-0 and
the provider nearly turned scorer with n
shot that ricocheted off the post,

Smyth reduced the arrears 15 min
utes from time, though it made little
difference to the one-way traffic from
Coventry on the hosts’ goal.

United went to Coventry Copsewood
in Tuesday's MFL League Cup last 10
e before the visit of Stourport Swilts
on Saturday (3pm)

[ COVENTRY Sphinx fought back lrom
conceding the first goal and having a
player sent off to record a 3-1 win on
the road at Haughmond.

Number.ten Tyler.Haddow, prods home United s second. Picture by /Jeff,Bennett

For all of the midweek reports,
head to www.coventryobserver.
co.uk/sport.

John Woodward and Shaun Thomas'
troops fell behind Lo Steve Hole's 15th-
minute strike at Sundorne Road in
Shrewsbury before losing Louis Guest
to a straight red card

A sublime finish from Ashanti Pryce
restored parity for Coventry 11 minutes
after the break, when the striker turned
past his man, took a couple of touches
out of his feet and flashed a leNt-footed
strike Into the bottom-right corner.

Coventry then went ahead in the 69th
minute when Colin Smith slipped the
ball into the far corner of the net.

Cullum Woodward Micked home Joel
Grandison's centre minutes later for
3-1 to put the gloss on a ninth league
win this term.

Sphinx, who are up to 13th, hosted
Boldmere St Michaels in midweek prior
Lo another Sphinx Drive lixture against
Long Eaton United on Saturday (3pm).

B A STALEMATE with Studley helped
GNP Sports recover from their Lelcester
Road nightmare and lake a valuable
poinl on Saturday.

GNP had Dbeen thumped 7-1 by
Division One leaders Lelcester Road in
thelr previous outing, so there was a
sense of rellef when Asron Dickens pro-
vided a second-hall leveller 1o cancel
out Dave Edwards’ opener and snatch a
point against the third-placed visitors.

Shamir Alam’s side, who are tenth,
played host to Hinckley AFC on
Wednesday ahead of thelr trip to Heath
Hayes on Saturday, kick-off 3pm.

B COVENTRY Copsewood were defeat-
ed 2-0 by Uttoxeter Town on an ¢mo-

tional day for their Staffordshire oppo-
nents at Allard Way.

Uttoxeter were playing their first
fixture since the sudden death of
thelr manager Dean Armold, an occa-
sion which both teams marked with a
minute's silence before kick-ofl,

Uttoxeter ook a 22pd-minute lead
when a poor elearance gifted the ball
back to the visitors, and Kyle Esplin
upped in from close range.

A f(ree-kick from Nick Brandish
crashed against the bar and out before
the Interval as Copsewood pressed for
an equaliser.

But Uttoxeter added a second midway
through the second half, with Alex Hritt
slotting home to wrap up the points.

Copsewood lle 15th in the table and
face a tough task away to Lelcester Road
on Saturday (d4pm), following their mid-
week MFL League Cup exploits against
Coventry United.



[NORTH WEST COUNTIES

A SOLE Aaron Dwyer goal proved
enough for Macclesfield Town to
maintain their stronghold at the top of
the Premier Division table after ousting
Wythenshawe Town by a 1-0 scoreline.

The Silkmen hit the front on 18
minutes after a mazy solo run from the
right flank resulted in the ball being
planted into the far corner, a strike
enough to down the high-flying hosts.

Burscough prevailed 6-4 in a
ten-goal thriller against ten-man AFC
Liverpool, with Declan Daniels firing a
hat-trick in weekend's standout result.

Litherland REMYCA picked up their
first win this term against Prestwich
Heys after James Hammill's 82nd-min-
ute winner edged a 4-3 thriller.

Title challengers Irlam lost ground
after a 2-1 defeat at Northwich Victo-
ria, courtesy of Matty Birchall's goal at
the death, while Congleton Town were
held to a 2-2 draw at Barnoldswick
Town after Kasom Shah'’s late leveller.

Michael Grogan and Daniel Mitch-
ley netted in a last-gasp 2-0 victory
for Skelmersdale United at Lower
Breck, with Runcorn Town picking up
a much-needed 3-0 triumph over hosts
Squires Gate.

Four different goalscorers were on
target as Ashton Athletic downed
Avro 4-0, and there was a similar story
at Padiham where Jamie Ramwell's
double wrapped up a 3-0 success
against Winsford United.

In First Division North, Bury AFC
stormed to the top of the table after a
5-2 comeback at AFC Darwen, leap-
frogging Golcar United in the process.

BEN TYLER

Winless Kiddy go
to Brack and ruin

KIDDERMINSTER 0
BRACKLEY 2

OUT-OF-FORM  Kiddermin-
ster Harriers succumbed to two
first-half goals in a disappoint-
ing 2-0 defeat to Brackley Town
at Aggborough Stadium.

Jordan Richards gave the vis-
itors the lead inside the open-
ing ten minutes, which Twariq
Yusuf doubled in the final sec-
onds of the half, meaning Har-
riers remain winless in four
National League North games.

After an early injury to Saints’
skipper Gareth Dean broke up
the play during the early
exchanges, a ninth-minute
opener from Richards provided
further frustration for Russell
Penn and Co.

The Brackley midfielder cap-
italised on Harriers' failure to
clear Dean’s initial hooked
cross by lashing into the top-
left corner on the half-volley,
deceiving motionless Kidder-
minster custodian Luke Simp-
son.

It was a breakthrough which
woke the hosts up momentari-
ly, with Mark Carrington’s drive
from the edge of the area and a

Nathan Cameron far-post
header both kept out by former
Harriers' favourite Danny
Lewis.

After a lull in the game fol-
lowing the opening quarter, a
Yusuf strike on the stroke of
half-time made it even more of
an uphill struggle for the Agg-
borough outfit.

B Omari Sterling wasted chance

Capitalising on further inad-
equate defending, the Town
winger picked out the far cor-
ner of the net in spite of Simp-
son's despairing dive.

A lively start to the second
period saw Brackley's Lee
Ndlovu arrow a shot wide of the
far post, while Keziah Martin
will perhaps feel he should
have done better when divert-
ing off target from Sam Austin’s
lay-off.

But from there, the half did
not progress as it may have
been expected to, with a real
downturn in the number of
clear-cut chances from either
side.

The only Kidderminster
attempt on target came from
substitute Omari Sterling, who
should have done better when
finally pulling the trigger after
the hosts had applied some
concerted pressure in Brackley
territory.

WILL Grocott’s double
sealed Stratford’s re-
sounding win over Warwick-
shire neighbours Nuneaton
Borough.

Despite Nuneaton’s strong
start, it was the hosts who
hit the front after 12 minutes
when skipper Grocott fired
through a crowd of players,
his shot leaving keeper Tony
Breeden motionless.

That breakthrough gave
Paul Davis’ side the incentive
to snatch a second on the half-
hour mark through Ashley

STAR MAN: Will Grocott (Strafford Town)

STRATFORD TOWN 4
NUNEARTON BORO O
By Ben Tyler

Sammon’s long-range stun-
ner following a short corner.
A third goal after 64 min-
utes killed off any hopes of
a comeback when Ahmed

Obeng picked out the far cor-
ner of the net. It was Grocott

who wrapped things up when
he scored into an empty net
seven minutes from time.

ENTERTAINMENT: % % % %

CLARKE KEEPS TIGERS AT BAY

GLOUCESTER CITY con-

tinued their revival Eﬂﬁﬁl}g CITY 0

under boss Mike Cook By B I

with a hard-fought draw ~ BY Ben Tyler
againstarch-rivals Bath  peader drifted narrowly
City. over the bar.

The Tigers’ Jake Jack- And the pressure con-
son had a ﬁrst-halt: tinued to build in
penalty saved, butit was  Gloucester’s third - as
an otherwise drab affair  they narrowly survived a
in blustery conditions. penalty-box scramble

Bath'’s Robbie Cundy after a corner on the
went close when his half-hour mark.

A defensive mistake Morton'’s searching ball
sent Jackson through from midfield wide.
with only keeper Ryan Joe Raynes terrorised
Clarke to beat. the Tigers throughout

Clarke brought him and he fed Adam Mann
down. But Jackson drove whose drive was saved.
the resultant spot-kick Bath sub Ryan Brunt
too straight and Clarke  had the best chance to
made amends by making win it late on, but he
the save. curled Raynes’ cutback

Freddie Hinds almost over the bar.
gave Bath a half-time STAR MAN: Jo Raynes (Bath Cfy)

lead, nodding James ENTERTAINMENT: #% - -




Diamond
geezer
Dean’s
the hero

BARWELL 1
AFC RUSHDEN & D 2

By Ben Tyler

A STRING of key saves
from Dean Snedker and
some admirable endeav-
our ensured AFC Rush-
den & Diamonds stopped
the rot with a maiden win
for the campaign.

Going into the fixture
on the back of three
successive defeats and
seven games without
victory, some early threat
from Canaries’ forward
Tiago Nassunculo may
well have put some jitters
amongst the travelling
support, who had their
goalkeeper to thank for
being equal to the fierce
tenth-minute strike.

Slowly growing into
the contest, the away
side dealt the crucial
opening blow after 32
minutes when Miguel
Ngwa capped off a rapid
breakaway by dispatch-
ing past Barwell's Andrew
Wycherley with aplomb.

It could have been so
much sweeter for Andy
Burgess' men, had sub
Jenson Cooper kept his
effort on target from a
prime shooting posi-
tion, while an Anthony
Agemoh-Davies block to
deny Max Brogan kept
Rushden ahead.

Two minutes into the
restart, skipper Nathan
Hicks was rewarded

for his perseverance
when firing home on the
rebound after his initial
attempt from Ngwa's
centre had struck the
crossbar.

And while Brady Hickey
gave the hosts a glimmer
of hope with a far-post
header with 13 minutes to
play, it was the resolute
Snedker who stood tall to
hand Rushden the all-im-
portant three-point haul.

STAR MAN: Dean Snedker (R&D)

ENTERTAINMENT: % %

ATH WES MINTIES

TOM Douglas’ late strike helped

AFC Liverpool capitalise on Vauxhall
Motors' FA Vase involvement and cut the
gap to the leaders to six points, following
a 1-0 victory over Bury AFC.

In a cagey game, it was a moment of
brilliance from the hosts’ star man that
decided it, as Douglas made it seven
for the season with a sumptuous lob 12
minutes from time.

Benito Lowe and Gregory Wilkinson
were on target as Wythenshawe Town
continued their perfect start to the cam-
paign in a 2-0 success at Avro.

Leapfrogging their opponents into third,
debutant Lowe had the simplest of finish-
es on eight minutes to put Town in front,
with the travelling support being made to
wait until the 86th minute for substitute
Wilkinson to settle affairs once and for all.

Northwich Victoria delivered a confi-
dent performance to heap further misery
on strugglers Burscough in a 3-1 triumph.

Making it six successive league wins,
Northwich looked in control ever since
Matthew Dudiey’s 37th-minute diving
header, with Ryan Jackson and Harvey
Whyte adding to the tally after the break
to render a late reply futile.

Prestwich Heys kept up their top-six
challenge courtesy of a last-gasp win over
Ashton Athletic.

Adam Farrell provided the cruel blow in
the third minute of second-half stoppage
time to ensure Athletic remain winless.

Elsewhere, Lewis Short and Arron
Johns goals were enough to see off
Winsford United in a 2-0 win for visiting

Congleton Town.
BEN TYLER

Harriers game off
after horror break

A SUSPECTED leg break to on-
loan defender Matt Preston
caused a shock abandonment
at Aggborough, after just ten
minutes of Kidderminster Har-
riers’ National League North
clash with Alfreton Town.

It was a late challenge by the
visitors’ Conor Branson on the
right side of the Harriers half
which resulted in the horror
injury, a grim sight that was
enough to force goalkeeper
Luke Simpson and Preston’s
fellow Kidderminster team-
mates to look on with heads in
their hands.

The 26-year-old centre-back
was appearing in his seventh
fixture for his new side, follow-
ing his temporary switch from
National League  Solihull
Moors in January - and just two
weeks on from a man-of-the-
match display versus Premier
League giants West Ham Unit-
ed in Kidderminster’s narrow
extra-time defeat in the FA
Cup.

Referee Sam Mulhall was left
in the precarious position of

deciding whether to take action
against perpetrator Branson
whilst the Aggborough medical
staff gave urgent and thorough
treatment to Preston on the far
side of the pitch, or whether to
wait and assess the situation.

Ultimately, it was a case of
the latter, with both sets of
teams taken off the pitch and
back into the dressing rooms as
the severity of the injury
became clear.

With the defender eventually
stretchered off the pitch to rap-
turous applause all round - a
gesture that was returned by
the Harriers man even through
the pain barrier - it took a fur-
ther 30 minutes before it was
announced that the match had
been abandoned with the fix-
ture set to be re-arranged.

Preston was due to stay on
loan with the Aggborough out-
fit until March 22 to boost his
match fitness following a spell
on the sidelines.

He signed for Solihull Moors
in the summer after being
released by Barnet.



 NORTH WEST COUNTEES

IN SATURDAY’S ONLY Premier Divi-

sion outing, unbeaten Wythenshawe
Town ensured they keep the heat firmly
cranked up on leaders Vauxhall Motors
following a straightforward 3-0 success
over Northwich Victoria.

Cutting the gap to their rivals to seven
points, Town’s Darius Palma got the hosts
up and running midway through the first
half after dispatching Aaron Dwyer’s
fizzing cross from close range.

The all-important two-goal cushion
would eventually be provided 19 minutes
from time when Brad Byrne fired into the
bottom-left corner from the spot after
Benito Lowe had been felled in the pen-
alty area. Palma was on hand to wrap up
another impressive three-point haul from
substitute Jordan Burton's centre, and
with it a seventh successive shut-out for
goalkeeper Hlliot Wynne and his defence.

First Division North strugglers South
Liverpool gave their patient fans
something to be cheerful about after
eliminating Premier Division front-runners
Vauxhall Motors from the Macron Cup.

Despite trailing to Motors’ skipper
Thomas Mitchell's thumping header on 40
minutes, Darryl Mvalo hauled the visitors
back on level terms in first-half stoppage
time. Sub Bobbie McDonnell almost had
the deciding say for Vauxhall but for the
crossbar rescuing the away side.

If the visitors had a reprieve, then so too
did the hosts, Ben Dufton-Kelly hacking
the ball off the line in injury time to ensure
penalties were necessary before an even-
tual 4-2 defeat in the shoot-out.

BEN TYLER

Sutton Coldfield Town 2-3 Sporting Khalsa -
Report Express & Star

JUBILANT Sporting Khalsa manager lan Rowe has vowed to replicate the club's
stunning away form on home turf after yet another success on the road at

Speaking in the wake of the 3-2 derby success, the Lions boss made a call to arms to stop
the rot at Guardian Warehousing Arena, and said: "We've been poor at home, we've lost three
at home and four including the FA Cup against Boldmere.

"Away from home we've lost one in the Trophy in the last minute, again against Boldmere,
another game we should've won.

“If we can replicate that at home we give ourselves every chance. It was important we won
today to keep in touch with the others at the top.

"A couple of them have dropped points after playing each other, so we have to stay in the
mix.”

It was very much the dream start for the visitors when a defensive mishap by Town allowed
Toumani Sidibe to steal in on goal and plant into the roof of an unguarded net on seven

minutes.

There was further jubilation just two minutes later when Harry Cunningham’s fine sliding
challenge fell kindly to Miracle Okafor, who gratefully accepted the invitation to wrap a shot
around Jono Brown and into the bottom-right corner of the net.

A near-miss from Sporting's Liam Armstrong appeared to prompt a revival of fortunes for
the hosts, with only the crossbar denying Stuart Hendrie from halving the deficit.

There would be no stopping Ceesay Dampha's sumptuous drive into the postage stamp
though, ten minutes before the break.

It seemed to be game over when Andrew Parsons confidently rifled the ball low into the
corner from 25 yards out with 15 minutes to play, though a tense finale was ultimately
provided when Stuart Hendrie turned the ball home late on.

MIDLAND LEAGUE
WALSALL WOOD remain the
early-season trendsetters atop the

Premier Division table after continuing

their unbeaten start in a 3-1 triumph over

Lye Town.

Hayden Purves’ strike on the stroke of
half-time sent Wood into the interval with
the advantage after Adam McGurk had
cancelled out Joshua Hesson'’s opener.
Matthew Hughes then gave the hosts a
coveted two-goal cushion, a position they
would not relinquish.

Staying hot on the tails of the leaders
are AFC Wulfrunians, who put Shifnal
Town to the sword in a 5-0 drubbing. Aar-
on Bishop and Tom Ray converted in the
opening half, with Brad Sharman, Hayden
Reeves and Tom Poole also netting in a
dominant Wulfs showing.

Luke Childs’ double came either side
of contributions from Sam Fitzgerald and
Max Dixon in Lichfield City’s straight-
forward 4-0 success at Racing Club
Warwick, the win keeping them in third.

Stourport Swifts slipped to a 3-1
reverse at Stone Old Alleynians, while
Highgate United’s Ryan Harkin, Charlie
Shaw and Connor Mooney starred in the
3-0 defeat of Wolverhampton Casuals.

Studley are now four matches unbeat-
en after seeing off Whitchurch Alport
3-1, and Tividale got back to winning
ways in a 2-1 success over basement
side Market Drayton Town.

Atherstone Town and Bewdley Town
both needed just a single goal to see off
Romulus and Darlaston Town respec-
tively, with Worcester City following suit
against Uttoxeter Town to notch only
their second win this term.

BEN TYLER



Glassboys are dealt a late blow on Boxing
Day

A late blow was dealt to Stourbridge in their 1-1 Boxing Day stalemate with
Bromsgrove Sporting, after Ammar Dyer’s stunner denied Leon Broadhurst and
Stuart Pierpoint’'s men.

On an afternoon when the Glassboys were the better of the sides and looked good value for
all three Southern Central Premier points, the leveller eight minutes from time ensured the
hosts were left to ponder a point.

In a statement of their intent, Stourbridge went close several times in the opening
exchanges, Jason Cowley narrowly clearing the bar against his former side, while Alex
Moore later missed with a repeat attempt. Cowley again threatened to break after being
threaded through by Stanley Obinna Anaebonam on 40 minutes, but his shot lacked
direction and failed to get the better of Bromsgrove shot-stopper Ollie Taylor.

But, with two minutes before the interval, Moore swept home clinically after a right-flank
move at an opportune moment in the game.

The second half opened in similar fashion with both Cowley and Moore offering threats to
the visiting rearguard, the latter drawing a stunning stop.

It seemed a matter of when, not if, Stourbridge struck, Cowley firing just past the post on the
hour mark as the hosts’ dominance continued.

But with the game closing, a half chance resulted in the equaliser when Dyer picked out the
back of the net, limiting Stourbridge to just a point despite the hosts rallying late on.
Stourbridge: Price; Lyttle, Kettle, Knight, Burton; Prosser, King, Moore, Walters [Knights, 79];

Obinna Anebonam [Styche, 83], Cowley.

Bromsgrove: O. Taylor; Dawes, T. Taylor, McGrath, Dyer; Curtis [Newell, 58], Sebbeh-Njie,
Smalley; Tolley [King-Harmes, 53], Sweeney, Pais [Edmunds, 67].

NORTH WEST COUNTIES

JEROME WRIGHT'S instinctive

finish was enough for Wythenshawe
Town to edge a 1-0 scoreline against
Charnock Richard to climb atop the
Premier Division table.

In a hard-fought battle between the
two, Town were made to work hard for
their deciding goal, going closest through
a Matty Bryan effort from close range that
had to be cleared off the line seconds into
the restart.

But when Wright imed a run to perfec-
tion to nudge Deane Smalley's whipped
cross home at the far post, Wythenshawe
had the know how to navigate the remain-
der of the game at Mossie Park.

Fellow promotion rivals Vauxhall Mo-
tors were victors by the same scoreline
in Friday night's clash with Padiham,
courtesy of Jordan Deer’s 42nd-minute
half-volley.

The Motormen also had skipper Tom
Mitchell to thank for a crucial goalline
clearance 13 minutes from time, ensuring
his side collected a 16th three-point haul
for the season at the Storks’ expense.

A brace from Prestwich Heys’ Dylan
Fitzgerald was not enough to claim all
three points in a 2-2 stalemate with
Northwich Victoria, with Matthew Dudley
levelling late on after Ryan Jackson had
given his side a fifth-minute lead from the
spot.

Winsford United’s Nathan Cotterell
and Adam Barlow both registered in their
2-0 victory over Irlam to go 12th, whilst
FC Isle of Man and Avro both tasted
success over Bamoldswick Town and
Litherland REMY CA respectively - both
by 1-0 scorelines - in the only other
games of the afternoon.

BEN TYLER

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST

THERE WAS late heartbreak for

Golcar United on their travels to the
Dransfield Stadium after North Ferriby’s
Daniel East struck at the death to send
them home empty handed in a 3-2 thriller.

Having both trailed and responded
twice against the league leaders, Ashley
and Gavin Connor’s men would have
no response to the sickening blow with
effectively the last kick of the game.

Slater Barkham-Bames and Kayle Price
both levelled after Niall Tilsley and Danny
Clarke struck for the hosts before the late
drama.

Ryan Douglas and Lee Ridley tumed
the tide in a 2-1 win for Winterton Rang-
ers 2-1 at Hallam, having trailed to Scott
Ruthven’s opener, while fellow high-fliers
Garforth Town found life fairly comfort-
able against Silsden AFC in a 3-1 win.

Daniel Coupland, Nick Thompson and
Sam Barker netted for the Miners, with
Talent Ndlovu claiming a late consolation.

Knaresborough Town and Penistone
Church had a weekend to remember
after romping to victories over Albion
Sports and Bottesford Town, winning by
scorelines of 4-1 and 4-0 respectively.

Handsworth survived late pressure at
Thackley to see out a 2-1 success after
Aiden Chippendale’s 88th-minute spot
kick gave the hosts late hope.

Eccleshill United’s Jack Crook and
Matthew Sykes were the deciding factors
in a 2-1 victory over Yorkshire Amateur,
a scoreline which Goole AFC matched

against Frickley Athletic.
BEN TYLER



ALVECHURCH 1
NUNEATON BORO 3
By Ben Tyler

ALVECHURCH were sub-
ject to a double free-kick
show from Nuneaton
Borough’s Kyle Storer, en
route to an eventual loss.

The January arrival had
an afternoon to remember,
not least for his dead ball
prowess, netting two goals
from range in the space of
six first-half minutes, and
then later laying on the
clinching goal for captain
Scott McManus.

With the first real at-
tempt of the game on 15
minutes, Storer wasted
no time in registering his
first goal since his return
to Jimmy Ginnelly’s side,
planting the ball in the bot-
tom-right corner beyond
Dan Jezeph.

Then, moments later

STORER’'S

SUPER

SHOW

GETS BORO
BOUNCING

from a similar position, the
35-year-old performed he-
roics once again, this time
wrapping the ball around
and over the wall into the
far corner.

Alvechurch got back in
it on 37 minutes when Ja-
mie Soule thrashed home
the rebound after Tony
Breeden had originally
denied Jed Abbey, while
Danny Waldron will feel
he should have done better

when twisting and turning
his way through on goal,
only to be denied at the last
by Borough'’s custodian af-
ter the restart.

Jezeph was required to
pull off a show-stopping
save to keep out Charlie
Dowd’s dipping volley, pri-
or to McManus' stabbed
finish on 80 minutes from
Storer’s flat corner Kick.

STAR MAN: Kyle Storer
ENTERTAINMENT: # % %

Enoru is
the man
for the

moment

BARWELL 2
ROYSTON TOWN 1
By Ben Tyler

A SPIRITED display from
ten-man Royston Town
meant Steve Castle’s side
could take some pride, if
not a point, on their out-
ing to Leicestershire.

Beck-Ray Enoru
required just five minutes
to make his mark on
proceedings, crashing
home a sumptuous drive
low into the comer after
the ball broke his way on
the penalty-area edge,
whilst Tiago Nassunculo
and Brady Hickey both
threatened to double the
Canaries’ lead.

Then, on 25 minutes,
the most contentious mo-
ment of the game arrived
when Connor Furlong
was shown a red card for

an apparent lunge.

The Crows were seem-
ingly left with a mountain
to climb when Hickey
drilled a free kick through
the visitors’ wall and be-
yond Louis Chadwick on
33 minutes to rub further
salt in the wound.

Despite the hosts’
numerical advantage, the
game became non-event-
ful either side of the
break, with few moments
of note to mention prior
to Nassunculo’s glancing
header going wide on 70
minutes.

With Barwell seem-
ingly having the points
wrapped up, an Adam
Murray’s strike sev-
en minutes from time
suddenly prompted some
late intrigue going into
the closing stages.

But with all Royston
substitutions already
used, and with goalscorer
Murray forced off injured,
Town couldn’t give them-
selves a dream ending
despite a valiant effort.

STAR MAN: Beck-Ray Enoru (Barwell)
ENTERTAINMENT: * » %



Moors made to pay
for sloppy start - Ryan

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivanimedia.com

FOOTBALL: SOLIHULL Moors
midficlder Ryvan Barnett felt an
uncharacteristic slow stant proved
most costly in last weekend's 4-3
defeat to Weymouth,

The Sport on.bet  Stadium
hosts found themselves 3-1 down
at the break after Bradley Ash's
double added to Josh Leslie-Smi
eighth-minute opener and
the Terras’ two-goal advamage fol-
lowing a Joe Sbarra goal. Josh
McQuoid made it 4-1 and Sharra’s
second and a stoppage-time Andrew
Dallas goal were too little, too late
for Neal Ardley’s side.

It means Moors remain win-
less after three games of the new
National League season on two
points, with Barnett intent on
securing a first victory at Aldershot
Town on Saturday.

“To give away sloppy goals like
that, it's just not how we're set up
to defend,” said the 21-year-old.

“But lhc way we came back
something that can be taken as a
o

We can’t dwell on it, the per-
formances have been there so it's
Jjust about the results now.”

Solihull were left shell-shocked
by the visitors' early goal which
1 Weymouth's first attack
itional strike from Les
Smith that picked out the far cor-
ner of Marcus Dewhurst's net.

On 21 minutes, it was two when
a defensive mishap allowed Ash to
fire home. though the response of the hml.s

Ardley's men did find a response  suggested otherwise.
through Sbarra’s stabbed finish Sharra blasted  home Justin
seven minutes before the break, Donawa's centre with 20 minutes
only for Ash to net again in first- o go, before seeing a hat-trick-

wiy that we come back into the
game, we created so many chances
in the second hall and put them
under pressure - they didn't really
have a sniff until after the break for
their fourth goal.

“I think if we just started the game
in the way that we finished it, we
would have been clear winners.”

half stoppage time.

Moors looked dead and buried
after MeQuiod added gnal 1\L|mhr,r
four with an instinctive

clinching penalty saved before the
rebound was eventually  turned
home by Dallas,

I think if you look at the first
half-hour and the way we started, |
don’t think that's the kind of stand-
ard that we've set ourselves in the
carly part of the season,” Barnett
continued, “But il you look at the

=t

rarvelas shines
in K&D success

CRICKET: SKIPPER Jack
Grundy paid tribute to star
bowler Ari Karvelas for hi
role in Knowle & Dorridge’s
six-wickel triumph over West
Bromwich Dartmouth, after
the South African took three
wickets.

K&D are still in the
hunt for second place in
ngham & District
T T‘-‘m.t«lun One ahead

5 y's season

finale, in mln(‘h the Station

tle visitors West Bromwich
for just 98 runs in the 26th
over, and the hosts then
required just 18 overs to get
the job done,

“Ari got a really important
wicket in the first over and
that really set the tone,”
Grundy said,

“We've all seen teams
struggle to chase low totals
at some point, but fortunate-
Iy this never looked likely to
be one of those occasions

Road outfit will need maxi- and our batting was pretty

mum points at Barnl Green composed.
while hoping L “Leamington unfortunately
lose to newly-crowned cham-  keep winning as well, so

all we can do is beat Barnt
Green next week and see
where we end up - hopefully
in second place.”

pions Berskwell.

Karvelas (3-41) and Co.
put on a sensational bowling
display last weekend to skit-

Ari
Karvelas
played a
pivotal
role in
K&D's
victory,

by Ben Tyler
sponEomsgrovestancard.co uk

FOOTBALL: ROUSLERS
manager Brendan Kelly admits
he has been left “devastated”
by the departure of st
manager Andy Mason, who
announced he was stepping
down from his role at the
Victoria Ground and retiring
from the game last week.
Mason las been a part of the
up at B sgrove Sporting
since accepting an offer to
lho club’s coaching stall
when he first became
ed with Kelly - then an
it to legendary Rouslers
ger Paul Smith,
car later |n March 2018,
s upgraded in
bommmg Kelly's right-hand man
in the wake of Smith's shock res-
ignation - a role the duo have held
ever sinee - guiding the Rouslers
o suceessive promaotions from the
Midland League Premier Di

sl pai Sty
Three of the -League ladder in
2019/20.
H g lost a key cog in the
management team and a second-
ary voice both the ilrtwslnp.
room and Kelly

continue to hold
er number two in

high regard,

“I'm devastated  that  Andy
has come to this decision, but
I completely understand  why

and respect his choice,” said the

recent years
and has had long ¢ in the foot-
ball industry, which is a difficult

thing 1o achieve these days,
“When Mase came through the
door at Sporting as a coach, we
edd d ane hit it off,

¢ viewed the
8 z was the same,

“The transition from me 1o man-
ager and him 1o assistant was
probably the smoothest any of us
could have asked for, we excelled
as a ma :nagﬂmom team, we were
open @ e b other
.ﬂv:l In\d the same ;:n = many of
which we achieved,
vill be the first to ad
1 in his ways and is qui
ool, but it worked, his
methods of coaching worked and
the statistics prove that.

“He was a fans’ favourite and
always made time for the Sporting
faithful.”

comes  after
H20/21 Southern
Central campaign
was officially drawn 1o a close,
as per a Football Asso
announcement which cor

Co, the task of
img for the new campaign
has been made tougher by the
necd to appoint a new assista

manager, although the timing of
e decision has at least provided
the club’s hiera with plenty

of time to plan their next move

Andy Mason oversaw three

Wi @
in all - the first in 2016/17
as a coach, before further
successes in 2017/18 and
2018/19 as assistant manager.
Picture: Tom Fuszard

Mason can now  enjoy
retirement with his wife Loura,
the connection with the club will
remain, he reiterate:

“lhrr.z: promotions in my four
years has been incredible 1o be

art of.

=1 have decided the time is right
for me to retire and make some
changes.

“I'd like to wish all the very
best to Brendan, for the great

The
Bromsgrove s thumpin
January 2020, is rega,

Mason’s departure leaves a big
hole to fill says Sporting boss

g Rouslers assistant [left], pictured here after
7-1 win over Redditch United in
ed highly by Sporting boss Brendan

Kelly [right]. Picture: Andrew Maguire.

manager he is and will become,
all of the players that have
me well for the last four yes

ineluding all of those that have
come (o the club - and the best of

nel fans,

ews is that there is
a return to football in e, | hape
the fans will come back and con-
tinue enjoying their football.

“1 will be following the suc-
cess of the elub closely, as it will
'\Jwa:. have a place in my heart.”
an e Burke also
|:uwﬂ on his wishes, adding:
“Andy has been a huge part of the
suceess of Sporting over the last

few years.

“He became instrumental in the
smooth transition to the new man-
agement set-up, with him becor
ing assistant to Brendan., T
ensured the con ped  progress
on the pitch, at what could have

ulnerable period for the

From a personal poin iew,
he also became a good friend, so
although it ael e will no longer
be part of the team he will always
be 2 part of the club.

“1 look forward to si
side him in the Thomas
Stand come matchday v«!u‘-n we're
allowed.”




Bromsgrove
B sign off
season with
whitewash

YENHJS.
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Two

o
ntly sit i sees
given themselves the best

hanice of & 30l fnishing pusition
With the rest of the leagoe yet to
Tulfil their ning matches, the likeli-
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e tahile faving i
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remember as Hannah Weston and Kelly
Kenward recovered from bosing a first:
set thobrenk (9 boat Eleanor Taylor and
Helen Walke: L1}
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‘Outstanding’ effort rewarded in county finals

were f
d returne
».\hh. 1% sitvers and

33 swimmers
medals in all -
nine brogn Ll

Fowre was dclighicd by the commit-
ment lovels of the club’s swinmers
at the Champlonships, hosted by WV

‘olverhar ilml I'or o of the
and at Perdiswell Lefsure
srciomtar. ot the wesond b

R
For such a small, inclu-
rswimmers have pros
results st the Cowny

Champlonships
1 don’t just measure thelr sucoess
m terms of the number of medals won,

Over the course :
nd tournament, 14-year-old Ashleigh

1 stoad out s one of Bromsgrove'
shining Hgghts, scooping the Junior
County title after winning =ix medals
all.

f the tiree-w

She was champion in the 100metres.
and 200m - individual medley rac
plus the 100m backsiroke for her age
Hraup.

Bromsgrove's swimmers
oxcelled at the recent County
Championships.

perfy

Lt
5 brcastatpake finals, followed by
>|l\<'r\ i the 50m and 100m ln'c-.ull-

» and TENNIS: DA

PAGE 30

David Lloyd
step up title
challenge

I Lingd Bromsgrove
A bolstered their promotion hope
after dismantling Bew

HO0m b

mealley.

Henry Foster (11} alse returned with
a considerable haul, taking gold medals
in the S0m amd 104m freest: d ¢
1o sifver in twe 100m 1

butterfly event

Follow | lyearold swimmer Oliver
Catrell was a winner in the G0m and
100m backstroke finals and placed third

in !hl 100m |I\|ll\|nllull me !lln

s plhi-C
2018 It
in the 100m cq

Green added to her success with sil-
vers in the 50m backstro! nd breasts
stroke, plus a hromze medal in the 100m

butterfly, to finish as the

i
D e peala e e S Teectytn:

W
and Brag

In Men's Division Theee
msgrove B were on the
Inlt- wash us !1
Wore

v slipped 1o o

Iu sixth after

Tromsgrov
their opgenents,

buing leapirogged b
who got off to the best possible start

when Frank Carroll and Alex Hills beat
Ashley Rutte il Philip Boardman 64,

3 dofeat for the visitors'
X

m x;lllm f'arm!l :mll Ihll- in rllln.
ber thre
The visitors' misery was comgpounded

s over Rutler
m the white-

mx\hm and Thomas
rr.m« in mmu [ ng Teh
il

it C
before Garbett
nor finkshed off with
CHampls over Abyand o Linsell

DL Bromsgrove now lie second, six
lu'hlml Droitwich € with two
e Barnt Green stay

il

A BB thriller meant || v\.u& mmmln
even, In Division Ten E

n w;m.lmurm-.

g 10 baost

their toptwo ambltions with a
dim

e
st hlood Mu-n
il Adrian Joa

532 victory for g
ant Dariel allard against the visitc
¥ n Tarton then fol-

wich assumed the
uppes hand for the fiest thne as Jeakins
ables ousted their opponems in
a tichreak, win

coming ot on 1§
Carter and Ballard, the points were
gedl,

Send us your sports
news and pictures
Email sport@

bromsgrove
standard.co.uk

Monners need to stoke
up the fire for tough test

b/ Ben 'l\del'

oo

RUGBY UNION: BLAIR Hunter

=ays he is not underestimating the
sige of the when Droftwich
£0 to Stoke-on-Trent this Saturd

(3pm).

A postponement to last weekend's
home clash with Old Halesonians meant
thve Monners only completed two Midbasds
Ome West fixtures in the last nsonth - their
previous outing being the 53-12 defeat 1o
Ludiow on Febnzary 5.

With the potential for some nistiess
in the Droitwich ranks after the

o cory fickle side; when
they re red iI|l>t lhl'} re a really good -ul:-
Hunter said.

“They've had & strange run of pesults,

Boars’ hopes washed out ;l:.v.,s:“

RUGEY UNION: BRO!IS(-RO\-‘B
RFC were one of the unfortunate
sides to miss out on A

Premier action last weokend.

'lern\x fell vietim to the weath-
er. It w fate suffered by the
majoﬂl)' of the division with only
two matches going ahead.

put an end to a two-week break

Theyve beat some good sides in the
I\-:q;\lr but they've had some umexpected
losses against” clubs lower down in the

tablie that you wouldn't expect.
Tot of clubs from Worcestershire

= where we I
then we can be competitive

Hunter also conceded his frustrotion
it kst weekend's postponed clash, which
wis winved off hall-an-hour before the
sehedulod kick-off.

He added: “Considering it's been o
mmanth sinee ur st game, we were really
keen s i Mm.ul 10 play kst weekend,

waes in goudd shape and we

were fit .m:l u--nLt- i s, s L W alisag.

pointing afer the consullation between

the opgrosi ernrchy and the referee
U3t the ggame was astponed.

“§ it s been good since then,

in at Waverley Road (3pm).
I’ .:e previous meeting
tween the two
10 go by, then the vlnit-
|l'8 mmwl:\'r
be co ot of an 1lth wlnol‘
the season having beaten their
Northamptonshire rivals 48-12 in
November's contest.
¢ day, a Tom Sadler
trick, plus tries for H
Lockhart, Jamic Atkin and Ross
Attwood, gnw the Boars plenty
to shout about at Finstall Road.

s eased, any full retism
had Been curtailed by a kack of

see Stoke as o long journcy, We've tches
instances such ns Jast year where de whilo the Maeiors i 3t 1o be without
Retting 1o the grou foar of packs this weekerd

h 0
Hurer -A.1I|m¢ the squad is “at
cent” sirength.

o arTive B minutes be
10d Bl B PrOper Warm-up n

i the
Warcestershire Women's Winter TN
Cutnall Green \1 II Ju.mm currently
l--|x [lu -.|m| Thr having played
lm-ret an J\[. Bromsgrove

].
= Karen Swindells and Elisabeth
nsion lad 1o go throug! ;
cwdley duo Lesto:

e Sylvester In a 75, 4°6,

wans Boss trouble for Wendy
!hm and lan:h Russell though,
¥

LOFY o il
Vernon in rubber two.
alring agin came 1o
re against Per

1o only r
their 1, B0

campleted by
o 63, i4 triumph a
and Verrson confirmed saxinum peints,
i Two of the open mixed
Barnt Green A were
] h.y.: Hrwn-q,,rtwl A

i b turf,
wlhrt DL

as ¢
ship with Liam
£ win over Martyn Langston
Scoll
Green's James Flynn and Beth Harrls
'IM:! 10 Answer b i
\l

].am»lun il k StL were beaten fir
the second time of the afternoon, this
-

llu' hunll |
yin ||ml II

fron

I:mumlch \an:! IJ! J\a..mm e A u il
ing on 26 points aplece,

Barley Mow
extend lead

FORM sides in the Mid-
rahip .oum.um o plek up
5. ot LT

we 1-xu-.ukd
points, courte
demolition of 12th-pl

5
ler.
1 m.ll Masons (] l|.||'k«i & "

I'm right on track after Oulton shakedown |.

REDMAL driver Tobias Owen
Is mrlnn for his u‘wnd

nh Iahu colurmn for the.
assesses his

FIH proparations and

dentifies his aims for 2020.

MY first yoar of car rac-no was a
sdep fearning cu
¢ had time lﬂ PS“03$ i1 over
1ho wintor broak ant identity what |
need to do to go faster. 'va watched
alot of foatage back, both my cwn
an-board foatage and that of QU-CRUr
Un\'ErS to see where | can improve
technigus
hix BRECC MX-5 Championship
operates both an A ?loup anda B
group. Since 'm still fairly new to the
tournament, I'm expecting 1o
again bo racing in the latter, but this
|[.|-|o Vil be aiming 1o be near 1o the
1 want to be Scoding points in avery
raco that | finish, which is an ambi-
tious goal but certainly cne that's
achipvable.

Last week, | was at Gulton Park in
Cheshite to give my Caf & pre-season
shakedown and get my head back
into racing mode,

Despite a number of sloppages
due to the slippary conditions on the
track, 1 managed Lo got a fow long
runs in tewards the end of the day
ana was happy with the progress

Unrortunam;r the car doveloped
an oil leak late in the day which now
needs 1o be fixed in time for the start
of the season, but that was the only
dampener on an olherwise SUCCESS-
Tul day.
| also wolcomod some University
of Birmingham students, who are
part of thair university’s racing leam
competing in the Formula Student

Tobias Owen is pulting in the hard yards to ensure he is {it and firing
for his second season In molorsport. Plcture by KRF Photos.com

competition, 10 leam about how | use
my data to analyse and improve my
own perormance.

nce announcing that | will
became the first driver ever 1o race
tully carbon neutral this year, | have

similar interest in reducing the emis.
slons in the 5

I'm now Iookxnu ahead to the Slarl
of the new season, which kicks
on the weokond cl M.uch 21 anr.i 22
at the homa of B

Iy wnar of the wi

Dovey after three-and-a-ha
1

play. The sev

gt deep to

strengthens their push for o
ish, while The Dov v 1n

Tenth-placed Wessie \\amll\n‘r\ lost
Gk Tltr Doverdale Arms, whe stay
fiftly, with The Pillar of Dream: p

Colts hit by
Storm Ciara

YOUTH FOOTB»M’.L. !)\[.I

Wi g
“olts

Les
16 Colts Teeds w!w
2-1 after Nashon
o winner. Andrew Edwar
ol gtiven the Reds the b
under |85 section, the U117
c osl-. cammed T2 draw

Sitverstone circui
SBCUre my be
Championship.

teamed up with Aew pariners in
GoBobby.uk and Carbon Footprin
Ltd, both companies who share a

wnere | hope to
vt results in the

Ihrm u and Finlay. t) 'h il

AII w s conceming the
postponed on Sundny.

CRICKET: HIMBLETON chairman and
first-team player Stuart Dickenson
predicts s successful summer of
cricket ahead as preparations for the
2020 seasan contlnue,

The elub's frst team maintained
their status in Division Two of the
Worcestershire County League last
term in the first campaign sinee a
restructuring of the league, courtesy
of a tenth-placed finish.

The Meadow Boys' second team
will again step out in Division Nine
hoping to build on a promising finish

2019,

rent climate,” he said, “We were at
n :Iﬁ ping point where we couldn't be
dent of raising three teams on a
.'salhreu' =0 Lthe next logical step was
to give Sunday cricket another go.
“We want to make sure all of our
members get the opportunity of a
game at the weekends and It will
also, lmportantly, offer o route to
adull Jericket for the younger mem-

In a minor shake-up of the first X1,
n Jenkins will captain the side in
i‘er of Richard Sugdes

r Jones an:

of sixth in

Dickenson wn lw]boa are high, not  will continue thel »
Ieast because in interest  of the second and Sunday XIs respec-
Players -»IIIing "t tarn sut for  the

Traditional soclal ericket, which
will again be hosted by Antony Kent,
on a Wednesday will remain a staple

the elub.
“IU's great that we have a growing
membership, particulardy In the cur-
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Himbleton can’t wait for summer —

at lhl‘ club over the sammer,

a sum o ralsed to
iaulnll an artificial wicket on the
club’s  premises
Dickenson was
tlons recelved and sald the quality of
training sessions will be lmproved as
& result.

He added: “With & growing mem-
bership playing ericket at a good
Io-u-l. an expanding fixture list and a

t social atmos; belleve we
Hove al the ingecd
a

re, |
nts hcu‘ L ereate
wonderful summer of ericket.

Sean Jenkins will take u
captaincy duties for Himbleton's
first XI this season, Picture by
Marcus Mingins.

I
L

- Droitwich injury crisis is
worst I’'ve known - Blalr

RUGBY UNION: Bl J\Il{ llm!l r

promised Droit hy will

[ their remalning ﬂxlum-.-. lll palm-

Being in the midst of o i

erisls that has rocked the
s1

Ly Ben Tyler
ben, tylern

vanimedia.com

elght or nine longterm injurics. We just
don't have the depth of the bkes of Dudley
swinford o I.I<‘Iu\ 8

re against botom-half
RIS, 3 ow that when we have
full squad we're competithe in every
e

come the: fith-pliced Linney Men

With Droitwich dropping to second-
. Humter is positive his
an drag thomselves ot of their cors
rent predicam, renaining games,
.k—-| |r. |m-'u|,,, a heavily-deploted squad

o
10 go out wnd play. We'vo
B0t nm..l;t..,,mmn--nm ip el we witl go
and honour sue Felaining fixtures,” s
the Mofiners coach.
“We'll do our very best, desplie having

“There's & significant difference when
ang side i the bottom half goes up
'\K,uml the top teams, bt we feel we ean
s et 1o play,

ingg woune at the
wnting co ]
ors that will be @
Every Tisesday
syt room Is packed
angthing like it.

b we'l eolletively bewaile agisi of
woxt weekend with the hope

i
gty play-

o |Mlk lll couple of weeks.”

Wi ip 1o eighth-plsced Newbold-
oM \\!m .w\ dtingg on Satus ),
Hunter adur

Betn far rr..m Dukings-
atsidering the current of the

ita uL\ M Injuries that we have,
15 players together o
A

't ' woried for

of o best qualiiy playe
the side will be from the se

e strughele mone than most -

o 22 oF 2 players suitable for
s throughout the clhab,

o s gl bk we're strug-
a break for = few woeks 10

#ing and new
try and pe

ver.
[0 the flip side ] 4 lot of players have
playod first-team rugh

that w v
wdherwise, though s l,mu- Inu:h!u;.lunl

that the Segs i Ly 30 grokit
They've the first to hold their han
up and aclmi, that, themsseboes, bl 1I|ry n
do anything to help the e
preatly appreciate their ekl
i hard to dress up performances at the
marme

In Saturday’s defeat, the M,
o sl bt v.w
better of Ludlow

Teadirgf Funter s pay testament (o e
quality of their rhvale bicior

“Consbdering we
possession an.l Jost, which

i v E
'Wr W n1|l m lll:’.umw for the first
20 or 25 minutes and fell behind quite
k] the rest of the game we were
oring po nmm. but commitied
sy basic o
1 ta Beis cosch alver ihe 2
and we both agreed that Ludiow
Fantsestic defence, espectally in the secontd
hald.”

Bromsgrove's U11 boys team were unbealen en roule (o a first-ever
hockey title for the school in the tournament at Foremarke Hall,

SCHOOL SPORT: IT WAS double
delight for two of Bromsgrove
Preparatory ool’s teams at the
tourna-

stagie began with a 1-1 draw against
Belper, followed by 3-0 and 1-0
winu against hunnn (,ald!l-o]‘l and
p the

al

ment in South Derbyshire,
The Under-11 boys' team were

history:makers after becoming the

first Bromsgrove side to win a hock-

{-n!a-u up against Beeston, uv-
ather group winner, Bromsgrove’
Feung guis taw Gut 1-1 widncHs to
Iﬂ‘l the school's

The head of boys® PE
at the school, Gareth
the success

#irls” methal
swept .s.m.- -1| Before them,
Far the bovs, & successfol

group

The girls’ U11 netball team only failed to win their oﬁonlnq match
before reigning supreme after a devastating run to the final,

Boys create history for school while netballers also take troph

thelr previous victories at U8 and
U10 level, adding: “These boys are
having ancther cxeeptionally sue-
cessful year. i
a great group of boys

wha are superh rol-o models for the
school both an and off the pitch,
and have Mustrated their strength
in a range of spo T

After an opening -3 draw with
Foremarke Hall A, Bromsgrove's

s 10-0, Foremarke
B 120 lnd \l‘m-\\ lek Preperatory
Sehool 3-0 in the group games.
t,muu ri-im:lr. Bromsgrove

topped the group carn n semis
final wllh I“(ldl.‘lil'fa {.Mlﬁu‘-. and &
-2 victory set up a re-mateh with
Warwick Prep in the final.

in, the outcome remained the
same with Bromsgrove the victors,
securing & stunning §-4 success in

' o

netball team were v+

win the o
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Bromsgrove no match for dominant leaders

TENNIS: BROM Iw\'r-‘ © suffered
a 100 hammering e hands of
Pershore B In the lueat round of

the Hepefordahire & Woreestershise
Women's Winter Leagie,

Division Four East leaders Pershore
demonsteated their class against fourth-
placed Bromsgrove, dropping just opBe
s in the encounter amd winning two
thirds of their gumes played.,

Rebecea Smith and Lorrabie. Russell
were 1o match for the vi anon

ors and Clare Ralph, xmmc

-1, whtile Isabelle Brackn
Armstrong also
stralght sets 6.0, B0 to danc W
.uull.umy e
While Smith and Russell were able to

take the third ruliber to theee seis, they

n-n-anu-u l»JI the losing side in a -

25, at to Warner and Lowe.
Falph and Van Scters thin

(hrwhucv-auh. annig ot

\Mlll"t Leagise

fllLlI match of the seasomr,
FJmllwl\h currently 1op mr
38 paol after their seven g

of ‘carcat challengers. Dacid [hml

Worceste

n  (28pis, fo
I!I'om-)(r v ;.u

The Ii
Chive mn out T, 8 A4 winners in t

wicl
cird anay 16 Beawdies I in thent

opening rubber [J'wul Meek
4, and Michael Rosom g Kevin
Hadgos and_Fhilip Waiton slipped 1o
o Ged, T defeat i the hands of
Bew Iry « Roderkck Makden and Andrew

nn

pded out
and Walton,
winner-takes-all scenario in
lhl- ﬁll..l mhbw
Droitwi

Clive madde no
mistake with -\w-\u:.i. .»rhaﬁlﬂ o i1
triumph against Maid b Minchin,
|~n.-4|rmg their side mok Ilu' bulk of

prints.
David Lioyd Bromsgrove D osuf-
fered a 100 drubbing sway to Far
Forest A in Division Nine

1] esus-battom  clash,
n and Thomas Muir

promising sart when win-

made ®
nnu. the opening =ct and taking the
i

ller to a tie-break,
of Vst wreRg side of & 240,
ainist Tien Jones it

wdedd g

arc

Nott swept
nd Stephen
Il| I|N‘ second rubber,
before the Bromsgrove dius went down
G0, 62 1o Jones Saniszewski.

A repeat scoreline in the final rubbe
this time Muir brothers o
down by Far Forest's Rudd and Noat,
confirmed a resounding defeat for the
visHors.

Fairfield relish chance to
take on league leaders

.s,' Ben ‘Mer

of 1 .
Keth Draper's Villa he The
vor Hrown Memorial

Iluhllm'n- 1o take on a youthful Sol
sldde that ha iy nII
vafare them, ptting the
the table for maost of Iill‘

The Hnlm\ were  be
Ot { e ﬁxum
Recreation Groand, ‘r.\--.pu.\-

Andrews
Ludiow’s goal proved taille with Armian
Knoshkhoo ne rick (n that
cncounter.

Fortunes have been
then howeve:

king up since
l‘aul‘u!n have won

Rd. Lost J15 thred
ir subsequent cIghL
ng them in ninth place,

o
times In II
games, be

Falrlle]d mn nand to keep close

oshkoo,
g!l:tulad ahhlding the bnll,
icture by Paul Smith,

W Barnt Green Spartak =it one post.
tion below in tenth, and face an cqually
westing challenge ‘in the Les James
Challenge Cup agains Feckenham
While the two teams have enjpiyed
sing fortines i e league, with
up

fourth uul partak

5 able, incentive
of n plece in the I.m four nl lhr- cmpes
i al leveller

ush at The

e wnnrr <.r the tie will face

Division Three opposi
of Inkberrow or Coventry Plumbing in
the sembfinals, They are also duc to

ithon in the shape

Saturday (3pm) in Division One of the
West Midluds {(Teeggional) League
iy the time the fwn sides gel wnder
Walslies Meadow, the Salimen
HOnC Lwio \'ﬂ'\'k! wllhl!lll COaT-
ve aetion, having last turned out in
| success OVEF | }\' lJ'lrIInlu».ll

weather.
Mark Owen's =i ave been keen to
press on with their title bid, but have
been limited o Just 15 leagwe matches
this term.
They still have three games in h'\ml
nearest n

on challengers  Wellingte
Maters - whio s level with the
Saltrmen on alnls - but Spa have

2
been above nnll beyond the rest of the
1

e o
ting the reply after Juke Donnelly's
i card.

W Tabledopping Proitwich Spa hope
o kick on from o double-postpone:
ment when they host Team Dudley on

ich will be confident of con-
uuuln;. their stint at the summit having
thrashing of Team

mped to
hudiey in late November, with James
Lemon (), Jordan Cox, Jack Davies and
Matthew Hunk (he visiiors” goalscorers
that day. Jack and Beckha
Brazier were on targel for Dudiey ot
Priory Road.

INSIDE VIEW

Your support
will make all
the difference

THIS Saturday we look forward to
another hiame me inour search
for promatinn against a decent side
itehin who took pobnts from us
arlier in the season,
Althotgh they don't really have a
great deal to play for it this stage,
iy have o good, young side with
PHCTEY i their ranks, so
all need o be at our best to
take three points.

v trabibed Dwieo this week
and the boys are loaking forward 1o

the game even more so because of
Storm Dennis deckding to Interfere
with our mateh at Hednesford last
weckend

We have 12 cup finals left now
undil the end of the season and we

will try our very best to win every
single one of them.

After that, matters (n the league
l\ml | omotion race will take care

“ IIII that said, not only do we
weed as many of our (Ans there as
possible s weeke
of you to be ene
b Towd in your suj
e nest fow weeks as it really docs
ive us that extra push.

Back row from left: Liam Jones, Felicity Warburton,
Joshua Warburten and Grace Moore, frol

triumphant at the Closed Championships, Picture by
Rich Morri:

Foungsters.

nt, were all g,

Morri hu p.ml tribute te

i
triumphant manial antists after
& sizccessful first contest of
the yrar.
Kazoki

wKan Judo Club the:
froen the Ml
Archa Closed Cliupionsips
x goldds and a sibver in
b m.m,. Morrish beaming
willh pridde a1 the efforts of the

“Consbdering it was their
2020, th

by put in pays off foe thiem
4|-<I T eouldi't be prowder to be

i coach,
Grace Moore kick-stanted

Kazoku-Kan's. ||~'\|.|l hunt at
Exrdirguo oy by winrligg
gold in her first-cver competi:
ton, & justified rewnnd after n
e m\u.h farst twin maonths 21

Her casin Dylan Moore
was Bext W FelEn supeme

on the tatami, while Jordan
Phillips, Felicity Warburton
ard Josdun arton contine

wasd the gold rush.

Lian Joes, fighting in the
sendor backet, waes the
member o win a gold e
and was pewarded with a groen
belt after the event.

Completing the haul was
Laker Philligs, who came away
with silver for his efforts.

Sophie and Megan
lead medal haul

JUDO: DEOITWICH
Spa Judo Clab’s
returned from tMIr lnxnl

outing at Kingsbury Lelsure
Centre with six medals,
In total, the club sccumu-

o ers  wl
attended the competition. a
Hophie Brown, fighting

in the under-35kgs section.
and Megan Skillern, who
competed in the ladies”
division, h

edals d their
necks, while it was very

muﬂl a family affair where
club’s

m-n-m

Shay

tegorics, v
Aaron Ilall seaapd & silver
and a bronze in the NI‘INiI‘N
nd the over-55kgs b
seetions respectively,

Ba:l: row from left: Head
wlth Sophie Brown,

silver medals

nce
Hall (under-25k0
n 1 (under-G6

ach Thomas Ewins
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RGS Dodderhill's team pose with
their bronze medals.

Dodderhill’s
day to savour

SCHOOL SPORT: SUCCESS was swect
for m.‘. Daodderhill Indmmmenl Girls

ool after o third-place finish in
uwil malden hm:liry tunmml‘nl on
the national stage last Thu -

The under-154 team headed for Lee
Valley Hockey (‘Onl inslde Queen
Ellzabeth Olymple Park to compete in
(I|e I‘\.\ '\albonn} VL5 Girls Plate,

ng defeat to Claires Court
Sc:uim«'l l'llll‘d to dim the students’
spirits.

A araw in lnc m\-xt I'ix\l;n‘c against

Finborough Scl proved a turn.
Ing polnt, bcrl'm diupnn:hlnx Radnor
Haouse and St Mary's to seal their place
in lhr last-four.

ough a 2.0 defeat to Rad

llmm A In the semi-finals ('m!cli thelr

hopes of sisceess, a 1-0 trinmph over
Radnor's B team in the third-place
play-off eosured the girls came home
with bronze medals,

Barley Mow
marching on

POOL: MERCILESS Barley an romped
their fifth
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Kelly wants
more from
free-scoring
Rouslers

FOOTBALL:

Brom;gml $00rllw L3

Southon me Pmmunr Central
Fepoaet by Bon Tylor and Max Bannor

BRENDAN Kelly admits be is still
searching for more from his players,
despite Hmlnﬂ.nm-s six-goal rout
Last Saturday,

Haa. llll k\ from forwards Shaquille
MeDonald and Richard Gregory helpesd the
Fotsders 1o yet another convineing victony
= the h in u«- n-;.guc this term,
made! I- in a row the

i, Peving s besaten
Imited 60 in Ilu- Worcestershine
\ﬂmr Tisitation C up

s
It was the sec

liters more so thin nie, to set high stand.
ml‘ mr cvery game,

smoother games, bist @ was
r:--ul:.

over 20 chanees against
Lowestafl Jl\ﬂ W mforiable winmers,
bait we know that we've played better.”

1t took just five minutes for Bromsgrove
10 break the deadlock, courtesy of o pen-
alty thas was rifled home by Gregory after
Lowestoft. goalkeeper Luis Tibbles had
u1p.-r| ot Mikey Toylor,

Eight minutes lab the Houslers had
thelr second, again provided by Gregory,
whi was making his 100th apgeearnce for
the Houslers,

Latching oo the ) yards from
¥U-I] following Taytor's I:q' -off, the forward
firedd 2 low drive against the inside of e

\lill a ﬂ‘

Lonvestof, but based o the }l.ul(Lud\ it
wee bowve set we wore below that.” fue sad
“Theee's a cubture 24 the club, from the

g aggninst thee opposite post,
Before ippling the back of the net.

White Taybor had made himsell a m...
snce to the Lowestoft defence.

O Uk
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Charlie Dowd brings the play forward for Bromagrove against Lowestoft,

Picture by David Besley.

unable to shake off a knock that hod been
sastalned fmm his carlier clash with the

Lowestolt keeper and wis replaced by

MeDonald e 181h minute
s panture dig e At
avis L o yoals, though, as

eppedd up 1 the plate o score
Sporting's thind of the game i
Bth minute.

After meeting a long ball forward, he
wacedd forwand towands goal and then pro-
vided the finishing fouch past T:I:Ia'k"-.
disspite the keeper getting a hand to

hece minutes Inter, MeDonald qul his

sevond, lobbing the ball over the keepor on
the volley lnlhmm o pinpoint pass from
distance from Gre
With .kfxrm«unl\u’n Trodd of th

seoring continued aflee the Bre

Jonld he first player o
lete his hatdrick seven minutes in
half, wrapplng & free-Kick over the wall alul
bt the bottor earmer.

or the longest period [n the game
without a goad, it wis 60 i the T2l
ot after Gregon's nes h-n Imml ﬁ -
s il the penalty wren fro d's
cross.

Mel

INSIDE VIEW

Sporting vice-
capdain Josh

Cheers for
your support,
it's crucial!

HI all, hope all of the Sporting
\‘mr ul Bre having o greal week
8o far,

1 hope you all enjoyed
our last heme ﬂllﬂl against
Lowa: wl all ul

owestoft. Hoj
on a ?bod nhw l'or you in g

'm Imm had mare than 1,000
us at the Victoria
yet again was incrod-

We mlly can't thank you
all enough for Wul‘ suppont
throughout the on so far.

'fhia wnkenﬂ Ill:u us on
our travels to Hednestord
Town, where I'm hoping that as
many of you as possible can
make the away journey to 16l-
low us.

bo doing wumhlng we
can to get the result for yeu
again, as we keep plugging
away to try and win that league
title and promation.

Up the Rouslers!

Lemon treble turns tide

FOOTBALL: ANDY Crowther admits

I was Blown nwny by James Lemon's

Ihr“' minute hat-1rick for Droliwich
st we

el
The Saltmen ran out comfortable 3-1
vimners agalist FC Datlaston, laving
been & go o o, at the brea inst
th {1 visitors st \\'Illsﬂhl‘-

victory in the latest round of Draitwich
Pool Leagne motches.

The punaway leaders, whe are 24
pints clea: the top of the \[I:I “ ut
P y wepl aside 6
Salt 'n” 8-1, the fifth result in a
e I The Mow have won by this
scorcline or higher.

hite Masons Chalked Up won their

17th mateh this season 10 keep up t
pace, they fell further behind ..f[w win-
ay

Ash

mu:: by tie tighter margin of £
e Dhoverdale Arms, Wl re
l'll'll|.
A place behind in third
n Salted. who sent T

asenient
o wounded farther by their two-paing
deduction after the game for fail In,. o

:\unm... their result by the league dead-

Pillar of Salt shocked mmnlg-
placed hosts DWME
ners and move L secon
The i Dire
weed Wessie Wand 5t
sixth, and it was the same scoreline also
recorded by The Dovey, who consoli-
date ninth, against IlIh-pIch! Rifle No
Mans,

Lions on the
ball for Spa

CRICKET: THI

ns Club in Drojtwich

positivity growing
whose first team have stepged up
their preparations for the new campaign
this week by using the imboor nets w
Worcester Grammar Sch,

players  inten ted in Joine
|r|H Droltwi are invited to join prace

tice cvery Wednesday beiween
and 1l more infarmatien,
Droit i i

irman Martyn Davies on
OTH4! .

Moo,

Three goals from Lemon between the
st and Sath minutes quickly truns-
formed the gane
Spa back on
(Regional}

Asisbstan

is only @ matter of 1
Nl|l' turned the M'ran'lm-
was delighted with Lemon

“To be honesd, 1've not seen anything
like it since 1've been here
“They were three very good g
in thr Tiest n.m‘
s but conced:

froan him as we
were completely d
«d o sloppy geal after

was confident thas et d turn

things arouid, though. all
team talk was straight to the point:
we were conteolling the play but were
sloppy i our finkshing.

“We alvways Dought that onee we got
our first, then the rest would follow,
I in the thaee minutes at
the start of the second half.
e first opportunity ed in
the gramo found the back of the ret in
Saturday’s clash, much to the surprise
of the .

A Dastaston free-kick delivered into
the Droitwieh penally area was trned
in by Ryan Meallister, despite the best
efforts of gonlkecper cor and
Matty Hunt on the goal-line to keep the

el

el Spa, whe
fo iul ln turn lhrl( (‘xml(ul o pusses-
skon Into clear-cul chanees,
ith the opportunities they did ere-
ute, Hunt, Ben rum.ry. Cory it and
topescorer o Calling were all una.
ble to get the hrﬂcl of the Boltmakers'
Aaron Morris between the sticks,
A penalty miss |irm'<h~! furtlse
aggony for the Salteme
foul on Jordan Cox, C 5" wellstruck
,.hr.: was well kept o by Morris before
e
But when play got back under way,
the Salumen showed the golden touch

l:l-a( has put them in prime position o
{!

w

And a matter of seconds Later, &
were in front when Lemon added hi:
second with a composed finksh inside
the peaalty areh,

0, with the forward
racing into the box and unteashing o
sarike that fizzed in Al ehiva
Darlaston were Iy
rocked u,u the 1|||I1 fire to
unzble to s csprrese o5 Deoitwich
l‘dl!llllllﬁ'd[ test \[-:rr.- goal time and
again, atbeit without adding to thelr
tally,

were

theee games in hand over
cond-placed Wellington A

E % trip to elgh ¢
Willenhall Town, whe grosnd-share st
Wednesfield (3pm).

ways 3

£ = al hard
place 1o go with the piteh there,” sald

James Lemon,

jumps for joy after netting his hat-trick goal in

ft, )
Drotwich’s win lﬁﬂllsl C Darlasten, Picture by Mathew Mason,

Crowther, “The hnportant thing & that
the badls keop doing everything they're
aboing a1 the moment which his Pl us

o got & run of games

golng, beeause afier this weekend

we've got six home games on the

bounee.
I

just 2 matter of time before we
atart picking up consistent polnts,”

Dempster double makes the difference in Fairfield thriller

FOOTBALL: ROSS Dempster scored
ewhee as Fabrfield Villa cared & morale-
boosting victory away to Coventry Alvis
in.--}':nm'kﬂul

ns were 3.2 victors
Sports & Social Chib, wheee
alse found the net, though they
Mate .I.mmm sent off.

As L of the victory, Faiefield
Tave J-m-.wcl up to ninth fn_ Midtand
Lengrue Division Two, level on 20 paoints
Inln placed .\1\1\
haviing played out 4
45 thll!l.rr n thelr previous meeting in
M Tavour of

L

ST aRBERGE A rtaining <nba
And 50 those sentinme
after a Blistering start b
It took Dempster cight m
the back of the net, glancing a header
past the Alvis custodian following an
incleperfect right-wing cross from Tan
Ludlow,
Five minstes later, Smith was on hand
ke Villa's lead, Alfie Bloomer's
inlly clearcd fnto the
‘s path and he Mashed 3 ston-
ning strike into U6 BOLomm Comer,

Scott Smith drives a swerving strike Iow Into the bottom-left corner for

Fairfield's second. Picture by Paul Smi

The Swans defence stood firm as Alvis
looked ln 1.-» back o the s:,llmhm
Derips le it 3-0 when he rece
from Blacmer's Ihrmlgll-lnll o inih
mlh ease on 20 minutes.

the clear-cut openings continued o fall
the way of I-‘alr?‘:rld =

Blooiner went close 1o
fourth but denied b
while right-back Keith
was well blocked,

adiding the
a good stop,
draper's strike

Alvis gave themselves some hope
when Adam Bourn struek in the final
minute of the half with a fine selo goal
past keeper Elliot Hart.

The goul clearly buoyed the hosts,
who emerged with mueh more parpose
after the break and 12 minutes into the
second period, Coventry reduced the
defl er Dan Purvin fin.

he encounter was played
on a knife edge, although Fairfield w
denied Al g
1o Keep out Blnumvlr's efforn

e stay nlert
[ attempts,
reduced to len

v stralght red card for Jackson.
Fairfield thought they had a fourth
woal when Jake Wickeits jinked st

two defenders before cutting Inside and
finding the back of the net vin the post,
only for the strike 10 be
Dempster ruled 1o

isallowed with
e blocked the

ay st 100 },:.n-.m...q
hoping o b
heplnced vishars

of form against the
(2.80pm),

W BARNT Green Spartak were unable to
get the bettor of titfe-chasing Knowle at
Hampron Hoad last weekend.

G Singh and \- Al \I.uhn % shde w\-r\;

2. the

I'uflmnm: seecond- alx
Hague and \||h>||lul-'

s.mrumlm :.nlu i
n will
tives Trom the eneos
pushed their oppanents all the way and
had two goldon opportunitics of their
own with the score still at 0-0,

e closest attempt came from Reece
Mills, whe hlasted ualuunluu.dfvu from
range beyond Craig Johnson only 1o be
denied by the (n»xl) while Benet

rehment forced a low ¢ in n one-
on-one.

partak drop & place

of i o ough task on

o fourth-placed
Opm),

Feckenham



FAGE 20U

Bromsgrove
A celebrate
as champs

liftedd the Division One
Herefordshire and W
men's

wrk’s Hannal Griffiths and
|.|| Wit ot put Bromsgeove on the
ack foot from the start, beating the
visitors” Rachacl Mack and Katherine
Smedley 6-4,
ally Franks nml Tina Manning hauled
Ihum\gn-w'
3, fmighd Aib..m Nlrkunn
and ¥ nan
A sceontset tiehreak was won by
Bromsgrove (o ke the game to s
leciding third set, albeit for the hosts'
Griffiths and Witcomb 1o edge their
gncounter with Franks and Manning 6-1,

e

Rﬁq-u uu; aowain m.num: ar|-< w
i

In Men’s Division One, leaders David
Lloyd Bromsgrove A
safie with an emphatic §
agninst Droltwl

nade the tithe

Jier and Lec
fon o George
nd Droitwich

« Troth and Michael Langstan
1iE bk for B steovo in another
'|lrt‘1."'ﬁu'|1(‘<‘. i

cré dexiris Benaglcs Bichley

Buckley
and Langstor

anvd .I'mu'» B
S

Masons title
push halted

POOL: MASONS Chalked Up bost furtler
ground in teir Mid-West Premiorship
title bid after & shock 5.4 defeal away to
The Hop Pole,

the standout result of the week
27 fixtures, Hop Pole added yot another
upset to thelr tally this seasol a 1}

inflicted the only defeat on T
Mow so far = to strengthen Ianr Im!l! wof
chghth place,
JA‘\II\N Ihrlr_\‘ Mow extended their
o 31 points with -:nb three
e i play following o
success against The Pilae of Dres
{sixth}.
Salt ‘n” Asho’ > lun closing in on
placed Never in Salted nﬁ.rluumu. Th
Dovey (ninthy
The gap between third and fourth
lm been cut 1o just two points, after
reverse at Gifth-placed The
[Iu\ ridale A‘;

wcondhrottom The Fillar of Salt 1o
move from the basement spot to 1 Lth.

Schpof retains
national crown

NETBALL: |
Bromsgrove Schoo! i

Natfonal Indl~|wm|vnl Echools’
o thrilling win over London-based
AMleyn's

ahead of the Engli

finals this weekend,
A fasy stan meant th

almost from the centre pass,

tenms exchanged goals at regular inter.

vals to set the tone for the final,

; After busilding

feave thens in good hoart for
English finals, hosted by '<l:lnl|un1ub.!|
Sehool In Welwyn

RUGBY UNION: BLATR Hunter says list
cekoerd’s 2310 victory sl Stoke on Trent
can be the cotnlyst for Deobtwich's sae-
wivad bid in Midlands One West,

Four unconverted tries = two from Phil
Horton and one each from Nico Mason
anal James Horrocks — plis two peaal-
s from Gregor Macleod carried the
wners 1o a sixth victory this term and
st thedr second this calendar year.

Twelfl] i

¢ o pudnt, though
the club can secure
supvival in thelr six !rlnalumaﬁ:u m
“We're hoplng that this resailt ¢
trigger for our season,” sabd the Moaners

conch. For everyone clae in the division K
wis an unexpected result. For us it was
mussive relief. We've boon under the cosh
sinee Christmas through injuries, wmavail-
-lbllll&’ andd because of the weather,

“We still didn't have a fully fit Mlmnl
0 go to Stoke. but we managed o
and win,

“We were playing in very windy condi.
tons; there were & couple of conversions
from just in feont of the posts that we
coubdi't pat

“I's quite o drive up there and i can be
quite dradning, but we got there, preparest
well s o over the line

O det r‘-m-u.»-m.numnmu They haal

The s>iandard, Friday March 13, 2020

Monners stoke fires for survival push

pazsagon of play for five or skx minutes st
@ which s a long time in rughy -
Ju.-( defended and forced them into
exrars, they had no g

Huriter saidl the squad will be at &5

o 0 per con | i terms of m—...l..l.uu, u\
el 1 on Avon on Satup
(e, mm |r pletare in terms of |-\u|-

with the pair ha
uly enade prior arrangements.
cwhold claimed o straighiforwarnd
-0 victory 0 Octobers reverse fixture
but the Monners were 1510 victors on

|| eir Lt trigs o Paskfield Iﬁ\u-l lnst March
of o = the other
ing Dby Kingiwis 10 win an
\wlunla |u|m in the .40nsr|<i .
ririgt we beat them there last
gt for 3 rvenge mis:

“They're 2 club that massively pride
themacives on their lome Form, but
siddering that this is another game that's
been m‘arral.g.ﬂl \ uu:l:k also have
o s

We ju:ﬂ |Ild|1'k :-hww up when we
played them earbicr this season. We wore
-.r-\ ir1 thve eighs feaame of mind that day and

they took us to the cleaners,”

Boars

Ly Ben Tyler
ben ylor@bulivanimedia. com

RUGBY UNION: DAN
Protherough says  Bromsgrove
were unfortunate not to record
an 1Ith Midlands Premicr win

is season after a second- lr:df
bae:

8-
'\m of two halves, the
ha stormed into &
-0 Tead after scoring three trics, two
being converted, witheut feply,
Hiit a fightback ‘-rmlmlmz.h-“.arl‘.:m-
i olt

thons led tor tri from Josh
angh ho booted two of th
thre claim a hard-

o
fought poi .

e director of mughy Protherough
-.u,m "Ris side Al well (o rerover Trom
their poor showing in the opening half,
and were unlucky not 1o take viclory
i the end,

adlddn’t ged off b the best stast:
we were slow against s team that are
fightin; apping for their lives

n
|I<)Inl| the I)uuum e said.

“We were caught cold and there were
2 couplE Of ITHS WHere W wers unlncky
with the lu-ulwl‘ of the ball,

It s of getting the lads to
- llml while llue apposition were
an,m;. really well, we were off our

e

“We had 1o sharpen up, because

left frustrated with
draw despite comeback

Jom Millen sits a Kettering player on his pants during a surging run.

Pictures by Andy Jepso

every bean i this league is & toagh test,
You have to to

ing to their asual
very different game in \ th: second half.
1 think we sheuld've won it in the
end, To come back the way we did
and go close to taking the points was
admirable.”
With no match this weekend. the
Boars chiel says the fragmented fixe

s been
and his

something which
stration Go himse

pted second half to
the season. We'd all rather be playing,
we've ol too many xvhc:lu!nll breaks
his side of the scason in contras to
g slogged to death in the firse

Sam Bastock skips past a diving
Kettering tackler on the wing.

Everyone wrlulll rather have the addi.
tional w wak before Christmas.”

Ir the Kel nrrlju( deaw has taught
% the necd 1o

thee pealisat
A teiun ks that i w
Lop-our Bext Ler

we've hud as
finksh in the
afford

L % this
then we've dropped polnts
e slddes below us and near the

signinst
bottom.

“IF you want 1o be up there fn the
feague then you can't afford to slip
up.,

Saltmen look to create a home from home

FOOTBALL: MAKK Owen s
sizeable crowd from Droitwich
on his title.chasing side in Satu
*home' fixture Jhnmm.lnu-‘ﬁpdr‘m;,x
Victorla Ground.

e Saltmen fice Gornal C
home of the Sauthern Premice

opelil o

s At the

up

i 10 play st “home’
1 in recent wieel
proves another

l\h‘l\l in Spa's season
wen, however, is looking forward

o the contest as the runaway West
Midiansds (Hegtonal) Divislon One lead-
ers aim to oxtend their 1 1-point advan-
Rage it the tog of the table.
“In terms of our wllll.\lk’lk in recemt
Teav had 10 play i
T |1m.u-gr
game is & challenge for us
Drmitwich manager.

said the

“The club w10 thank Bromsgrove
for helping us pliy Uhere, We're hoplng
that the prople of Droftwich come out

and support us as we're expecting a
b Al

th-placed Colts  will
present the latest test Spa’s cham-
plon eredentials, Droftwich \ﬂll Ku
into the fixture on & re
Tuesday night's empliatic
of Busticholme ar Makvers

Connor Collins scored four and James
Lemon got o huttrick to continue their
rivaley at mr poof the seoring charts,
it 28 and 22 goals for the sea-
s resprctively.

Alex Dugmore and Haydn Morris net-

high
0 drubbing

ted the other Spa goals as Owen labelled
the 1bclruru:nm o A% ol
Best

in terns of goal threat”
He used the comparisan of thelr
yoer Wyrley inais week
1o demonstrate his paint.

“We scored five but missed lots of

ABOVE: Alex Dugmore crashes
home a header for Droitwich's
fourth of the night on Tuesday.

LEFT: Number nine Connor
Collins celebrates with his team-
mates after notting his and Spa‘s
first goal against Bustieholme,
Pictures by Mathew Masan.

chances in that game,” be adided, “But
inst Bustleholme our conversion
rate from the openings we created was
fantastle and was one of the best per-
formances in that respect 5o far,
From the outside looking in,
clear what we've got 1

s
do [to win the

teaggue title], but there's still work 1o
ea.”

Facing third-bottom Bustleholme

the HDAs

1u|l.|r|uu\ strike from distance
dded his second five minutes
|rr angd then ecked home from close
il*‘l‘ from Ben Tilbury’s initial attemp

L< hat-trick.
was al=o full of zest. notching
he evening on 15 minutes
llil'l visitors keeper
Later

r into the

Dugmore
roof of

‘The standard, Friday March 13, 2U<0

Sporting pay
for lapses in
concentration |

But no need to panic says Kelly

POOI'BM.
rcmsjqrow Sporting 1

Southern League Promier Contral
Report by Bon Tyler and Max Banner

POORconcentrationand confidence
© llpahlo for Saturday’s
g, s Bromsgrove man-
ager Brondan Kelly.
Barwell extended their unbeaten league
run to sl matehes after blowing away
ccond-half dis-

s, Brady Hickey
and Omotolani Ometola won the game
for the Canarics afler Bromsgrove’s Leon

s the nature of the result and
e lurrlnrm.u-w Tave irked him in the
s sinee the defeat, but there B ne

opener with  close-rnge Teader.
Relly =ay

necd 16 gt ton curriod nway despite the
frustration.
5 a mix of two things - confidence
and concentmtion = 1 don't kow what's
h.-uppcmi R v ladely,” e saddd,
s peally annoyed after the game, 1
m;. saying to the Bds about how we've
put ourselves in this great position, so we
can’t just throw i o
Bt there’s o need o hit the panic
hlu:ul! you look where we are in fourth in
first sewson at this level.

it frustrating becanse the resulis
in the other games involving teams aroan
us have l{'m\‘ our way but we didn't capd-
tabise

Bath s.-lﬁ had hall ehances earl
with Sporting's Jack Wilson forci
save from Max Brumley, while Dunkley
tosted Sporting keeper Dan Pl ol the
olier end.

Some alarming defending led o the
Barwell opener on 26 minutes, as Dunkley
turned the ball Bome from the right \uk‘

D/

n
13
pe

i
| |

n Westwood, left, charges into a 50-50 for the ball with Barwell's
Eliol Pu!.man. Picture by Richard Bowcott Event Photography.

of the penalty area. But just four minues Funther chances followed for the away
later e soors were level, The cqualiser — side, Whe hit the post through Williams,
I Tortamae fedhion 100, a4 Greg ey e ree-kick sralght nto

iy whil
Mills” inswinging comeer was palmed away  Platt’s
by Hramley oo the head of Brosdhaest, A Dmal:)' & mninates from time eventu-

who nodded in from a yand oul

ally gave the wway side some Dreath
Mils went elose to sddlrg & gonl of his

vy
gpace when Kioran Westwood cut don

awn when rippling the side tetting with & Williams inside the area and Hickey

strike from just nside the penalty ane. nere the Hal strdghs Bown the pbde
Barwell hit the front osce again i the  of the goal.

el iminite when Williams badl the finish 16 became 4-1 i the SEst ininute when

to match his unstoppable mn down the  the 4 on Plait’s

g, ;.«-k.m, out. the bostom corner of  indechio and direet

= buall ineo an empty net,

U11s move
into second

e,

Kintunde Akingbola, Jack
arrison Biddicstone edge
sunter with South Rediliteh

Bt anad
thelr ens

Eagles, keeping the i ol level on six
points with ) Sains having
played @ g

Bromsgrove Sporting Colts Ul 4s
teh for Baldmere St Michacls
4 Diviston One, Marquez
1 g s goalscarer i the
+ & resal which keeps them

- \n‘u ﬁlll\b remains on the cards
LI division Five

With a game in hand on second-
placed Bartley Reds, whae are currently
three points in front, Sporting have

. ce of catching their rivals if
win their £ anse of the season
this weekes Iul aﬂ.uilxl seventh-placed
eldon Roy;

he U18 hh
n!m( m--\)‘ m;.

e
Yivision Cne South.
::lnm,. kllml ‘and Just three points
behind leadess Hampton Hawks at the
halfway stage of thi season, Bromsgrove
ith n real showt of 1ifting the
league title,
o wides go head-to-bead th
weekend Inoa fixts that
decisive come e

Confident Fairfield ease way into cup final

FOOTBALL: FAIRFIELD Villa are well
aml truly up for IIK‘ Presidents Cup
after a resounding 30 away vietory over
Coventry Alvis booked thelr place in thix

e Swans ahoad ot
u.nr 5 s nm.[. au.u s

IL_.1h\r TeN Fainfield with one foot in the
il

Then, with minuics. remaning,
Ross Dempster put the ses Villn's
progresston to give Keith |1{ﬂj>\l = uh
a real shot at claiming silverware
season.

The other semi- naul b\‘ﬂu.\l\ Knowle
and Northficld T duled to be
played on 1.

Fairfi

weeks previously and [
started brightly in last we
contest,

I.en lw—k Keith

por’s Swans
ckend’s cup

1ira|n- - o

be w is manager on the
mlr:m. fly o lefi-fosted drive
thai arn witde of the target, while
Bloomer cut inside and flashed an effort

past the g1,

Andd Fairfield went alead ten mbmines
before the break when the well-placed
Bloomer gubtded the ball homo
post from a n;ﬁn -wing cross,

IJrrwuh'r Chris Hill 1|II|U!|| (|<IH|J|[‘(|

tage after sceing his header
m‘f e lie but it was 2.0

IIN|\ ear
moments 1

Striker Strevens latched onto an inci-
sive through-ball and. after touching the
ball out of his feet, he guided his shot
into the bottem comer.

Alvis showed some signs of o revival
at the beginning of the second half, but
they couldn't find 3 way past w resolule

cmnnlry Ivis players. Plctures b
Sam Allen-Ralph between the Swans'
sticks, While the number of chances
in the second hall were premium,
It was Fairfield who created o
opportunities,

Dempster’s powerful drive narrowly
clearcd the crosshar, but he was ban;
on targel on 75 1 nutas when tacking
the lull past the Al e

e visitors lad |h\- Iull in the net

more, aonly for the offside

nl Dhempster.
il be hop

s Dempster, centre, manages to cnrrglile ball away from two
y Paul

mith.

excitement  generated by thelr cup
5 can (el & strong finish w their S o,
Leaygue Division Two season, riak ended the game with ten men
il durday’s home game lu'lltmuu: i« I|r|~| IBP-]mp . xctl ward.
s (Fpm). Adns! Selvwright’s  third-minute
ced Villa won the reverse  opener set lht' ln||:~ for a disappointi
mecting against the Swifts, who are  day at the office for GI Singh and
I5th, by a 2.0 scorcline in January, .\l’\r\ll = men,
thanks to efforts from Daniel Ludlow Francis doubled the advantage
and Dampster. for IIJ|I|IDlon in l'Iu 201h minute
Camoron Sciv ht_and
Il'\r s netted ln the TOth
respectively to eam a

pinting

1 defeat away to Hamgon in
Midiane 1 o

W THERE WAS no such joy for Barnt
Green Spartak on Saturdny after a disap-

Alfie Bloomer nets Fairfield's opening goal of the semi-final,

forward victory for the Field Lane hosts.
Finlny Gaynor lssecd Barmt Green's
reply with a fine shot using the insteg of
his foat that curled sumptoously inte the
o fgtht corer of the fet,
wen, who are 11th in the standings,
a ludﬂ on the road again this weekend
with @ trip to FC Stratford (3pm),
Saturday’s visit o The Arden Garages
Stadium will pose a real challenge
against top-hall oppo , a5 Spartak
P:m-l for a first victory since January

Black Horse enjoy goal spree to

extended  thel
lnlnhrr through Morris’ llel.y fimish from
the edge of the penalty ares on the
hour mark. Lemon then wrapped up
his hat-trick with two late goals to put
nrmmjﬂ- firmly on cloud nine.

hwen keen to thank the club’s
Imnrll for Iu'!lmu: Hpa fulfil their back.
Tog of ﬁth s ot peutrl venues,

e been fantastic from

wrs .uui ma d

© gone above and beyond
ng st high-geaded sta.
3 shes

E ‘l 0
o Giur ity 1O repay. theen Ad weep
performing.”

SUNDAY L: SUCCESS in the
cup and the league gave the top two
in the Bromsgrove & District Premier
Division plenty more reasons to

cheerful

need 1o the
quarter-finals of the WA Harris Cup
after making Light work of Division
Three side Arrl:» Valley in a 7-2 rout a
Thi: Coppice.

The Redditeh outfit will now do bat-
tle with leagee rivals Quinton Athletic

in the last cight on o date yet b
announced,
Second-; dd Winyates, mweanwhile,

Trosted their tithe hopes, closing to four

points of the leaders after hammering

battom side Bartley Reds Sunday 1040,
In the only other Prep

match, third-placed  Longbridge Social

recarded o 1 success agalnst Quinton,

an Mididle Lane,

Legends have leap
i

whi are sixth
Kl v L

opged
4 off

ore United
puiting

remain seeond-bottom  despi

up @ Tight in their -2 reverse al home
1o Duke of York, who stay fifth.

Rubery Athleticn were o l|l\p\~<l it
af the

Ridderminster Hospital Junior
e third round siage after n 2-1

eat. Ina ,.,;n.r of

> iy
Alllh lll'n goalscarer 1o ﬁm
half- sur, only for his side l
& goal two minutes [rom time,

e e
[:i“ 1o

Memorial in

Division Thre
out of the Kidde
Cup afte

home win against Rllh"

their second Group A
Braces from Tom Hawhins-Daniel and

show for Alees

Studley Rangers are

Ben Hill stole the

ddestey
ershire FA Sunday
‘remicr f‘up were ended in agonising
cralty shoot-out defeat
H Fasteners,

A 1:1 draw after 90 minutes and
extra time falled to separate the two
T before the Redditeh and it
Combinat

Al
will go hmtl to-heard v\l!!l Jhmi\ = West
Heath Allstars in the final group game.
AFC Blackwell won 1 firal Group
A game in the Rose Bowl fine stybe

standings.
four fixte

5, but they will have to
e f the l'mnl games to dis-

cover if they progress as group winners

ers-lg,

pon One s

final place

Alcester Town Sunds
mru lu..mu. of qualifyi
i e Conten:

de Hizza United co

progress into semis

tinued their progress in this season’s

Worcester Nursing Sunday Junior Cup
after edging ot PT Eagle
dauble led the

Cot

|!mu\xm|lu!r ina
the

wisp

raig Bamett also
1 One shibe in a
stedd tie, Adam Deeks (2) and
James ticcwming wors the Joalscorers
rqr I=| vkl

porfect start,
Austin Ex Apprentices pleked up their
opening points in Grow, with a home

B
walkover against Meadow Park,



LEFT:
Sporting’s
Jack Wilson
goes down
under a
Hitchin
player’s
challenge.

FAR LEFT:
Charlie
Dowd is
surrounded
by two
opposition
players.

Pictures
by Chris
Jepson.

Kelly: The title has gone now

FOOTBALL: BRENDAN Kelly says
Bromsgrove Sporting's involve-
ment in the Southern League
Premier Central title race is over
after last weekend’'s 2-1 home
defeat to Hitchin Town.

The Rouslers dropped to fourth in the
table after their second home defeat in
three games and their eighth overall this
season, leaving them five points behind
leaders Tamworth having played two
games more.

Layne Eadie's 50th-minute penalty
and an Alex Marsh strike 11 minutes put
the Hertfordshire visitors 2-0 ahead on
Saturday, before Will Shorrock replied
with 16 minutes to play.

Kelly was unable to hide his frustra-
tion after Bromsgrove's [ifth league
defeat on home soil this term, and
believes his side are now out of the pic-
ture for automatic promotion.

“I think that’s us out of the running
for the title now,” he said.

“Even though the title has slipped

INSIDE: Droitwich fi

ess boost for crun

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

away from us, we still want to finish as
high as we can,

“I think the frustration comes from
us having worked so hard to get into
the position that we've been in, only
for us to let ourselves down with our
home form.

“It was just the manner in which we
lost on Saturday and the way in which
we played. It was alarming that the lads
didn’t seem to want it enough.

“You look at Peterborough drop-
ping points in midweek and the fact
we haven’t capitalised on that kind of
result, it's just disappointing.”

Having already signed Gibraltar
international Reece Styche prior to the
Hitchin game, the Bromsgrove manager
says he is eyeing up to four new players
to aid the Rouslers’ promotion charge.
Top scorer Mikey Taylor faces six weeks
on the sidelines with injury but Styche,

signed from Hereford, will slot in.

“It's difficult timing,” said Kelly. “If
vou want to bring in some quality, then
vou've got to pick and choose. Some
players are involved in title and promo-
tion charges, and some are involved
down the other end of the table.

“We're looking at probably three or
four new signings. It has to be done in
order for us to evolve.

“It was a difficult one for Reece to
come into on Saturday at two goals
down, he was feeding off scraps but
worked hard for us.

“He'll be an asset to us, he’s clever
in how he plays and as long as we cre-
ate chances for him then he’ll convert
them.

“He had some interest from some Step
Two teams, and once it became common
knowledge he was available then he had
quite a few calls. I'm delighted to have
him on board. He wants to be a part of
what we're building here and is a proven
goalscorer.

“With Mikey [Taylor] out, we need

that physicalily and he brings that too0.”

While incomings are expected, Kelly
anticipates some departures.

“People can keep saying that we're
overachieving, but to not be up for it
is alarming, some lads are playing for
their futures now,” he said. “It's nothing
personal but it's necessary.

“There are characters at the club who
I thought had exactly that. Some have
seemed to switch on and off throughout
the season, and some went hiding.

“No one seemed to want the ball
played into them and to show the brav-
ery required.

“Credit to Hitchin, they deserved to
win, but to be second in the table at
home, I was hoping we'd come out as
winners."”

Sporting took the chance to shake
off their weekend hangover with a 4-0
friendly win at Boldmere St Michaels,
with goals from Richard Gregory (2),
Lewis Chester and Styche.

Kelly described it a “good exercise”.

“A couple of the lads did themselves

justice, some didn't, some alarmed me
more, so it was definitely worth doing,”
he said.

“It was good to get Saturday out of
our system, but now we know there's a
bigger test ahead this weekend.”

Bromsgrove will look to bounce back
with a trip to Nuneaton Borough on
Saturday. Boro won 3-1 when the sides
met in October and currently sit ninth
(3pm).

Both sides go into the clash on back ol
defeats after Nuneaton ended Redditeh’s
25-match losing streak after going down
3-2, Kelly says a response is of the
utmost importance.

“We're wounded, they're wounded,
so it should be an entertaining game,”
he said.

“We owe ourselves one after the way
we played against them at home.

“Even more frustratingly, we've won
roughly 66 per cent of our away games,
but only about half of the games at
home, so we need to carry on that stat
on the road and get back to basics.”

clash - Page 38; Boars need

re quality — Page 38; Sporting match reports - Page 39
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FOOTBALL: MARK Owen
confident that Droitwich
will manage the current break
in play \\-:-II having alrml.i\',I bat-

out the campai

With a question mark over the
the sport at hoth profes-
| and grassroots level due
to the coronavirus epidemic, it
remains to be seen whether clubs
nationwide will be afforded the
opportunity lo see the season
through 1o its conclusion,

For Droitwich - sitting pret-
ty at the wop of West Midlands
{Regional) Lesgue Division One
with a 13-point lead over nearest
rivals Old Wulfrunians and a far
superior goal difference - it would
be a huge s for the Saltmen to
miss ol o ely promotion.

Owen is  rem upbeat
throughout the  current
though, and says the elub wil
deal with whatever challenges that
come the

gl |

llmlh'r 1rolcl in Malvern or Walsall
- the club are used to planning for
these kinds of situations,” said
I's manager,

1 away from 1)ru||“|1'h

won't e missing out on .ll\)‘ kind
of additional revenue.

“All we can do s function as
brest s we can in terms of kee
pl'\wl\ it and being ready to §

Connor Collins is congr by his
after continuing his fine scoring form. Pictures by

A er we're able to resume the
SEASO,
Spa were one of the fow sides

Collins fires a volley goalwards in Saturday’s win at the Victoria

Ground in Bromsgrove.

in action last weckend prior to
Monday's announcement of the
indefinite ban on football, beating
Gomal Colis 4-2 at Bromsgrove
Sporting’s Victoria Grow

At the fourth different venue
Droitwich have played a home
game this term, %{mls from Alex
Dugmore, Ben Tilbury and a
Connor Collins brace - taking the
forward up 30 goals for the
season - put the runaway leade
one step closer to lfting the di
sion title,

The contest was very much a
game of two halves as far as the
scoreline  was with
all four of the L goals
arriving in a bluonllg Tirst-hall

display, while the visitors from
Dudiey replied with two consala-
tion sirikes after the interval.
Collins stabbed home the open-
er midway througl the half to the
delight of the 195 spectators in
attendance, followed by his second
with another close-range finish on

Dugmore  made Il
two goals in as many games
a near-post header two mi .'
Bater, while Tilbury had the \:p!:'
task of diverting the ball into an
empty net from James Lemon's
unselfish assist,

While Droitwich remained on
top and continued 1o create ch
es, Gornal  goalkeeper George

S0 it's no surp
&

Spa boss resolute as virus
casts shadow over future

Roberts became something of a
foree of nature after the break and
kept the scoreling down with a
string of saves.

it hit back theough Levi
win's simple finish 15 minutes
into the half, while a -ws-mlrl oon-
solation in the 75th minute from
el Eva helped the visitors
save somde face.

Owen admitted his 2
the manner in which ide tore
Gornal apart, having expected a
tougher proposition in the lead-up
o the game

“In the fiest hall we were abso-
lutely outstanding - their "keeper
had to make five or six high class
saves o keep us from scoring

sappointing o con-
eode as we controlled the game.
Other than the two that went in,
Matt ver] didn't have a save
o mal

“Going into the game people
thought Gornal would make it a
ruc.lly tough game for us, When

s 4-0 at half it's one of
lhm things where it's casy to be
settled.

“It was [antastic (o see 0 many
people there and to have the ex)
rienee in a big, open ground
Bromsgrove,”
cet to mention the lndmark
moment for his hot-shot forward
Collins, the Spa boss says it is linde
surprise that the striker has bedded
in soowell at the elub.

“We played against him for a
number of ye; previously, so we
kneew what he wis capable of,” said
Owen,

“We knew w

he wonld bring
readly. Him and
mes [Lemon) have struck up an
exeellent bond and have brought
the best out of cach other.”

Wayne Oliver has been on the clug]stboard since 2019 after
ure:

by Ben Tyler
spot@bromsgrovestandard co.uk

FOOTBALL: DIRECTOR
Wayne Oliver says the future is
begi @ to look brighter for
[‘erl.\'n('h Spa, as the wheels
begin to set in motion for Andy
Crowther's side to return to the
towr.

The Saltmen have been in exile at
Stourpont Swifts” Walshes Meadow
ever since the summer of 2017 -
something which has foreed fans to
travel roughly ten miles away from
Spa’s original King George V Fields
home,

However, with news ofanapproved
plan to construct a stadium -Jlul
community 3G playing s rlm
addition to refurbished facilities
the existing King George Playing
Fields site on Briar Mill - being
mounced in December, the cogs
have slowly been turning in the
weeks that have followed.

Oliver, previously a  manager
with the West Midlands (Regional)
League Division One club, gave a
positive update on the state of pla
and expects the early stages of Spa's
vision to take shape in the coming
months,

"We're hoping that work on the
main project, which is the develop-
ment of the 3G and the Aoodiit grass
pitch, will start during the spring,”
he said.

“The application for the Football
I-nun(lmlon grant has now gone

her with the ©
fmm W fyehavon  District (omu:l
that should see us get a start date
which s will now

“Drojtwich has |:r('\1uusb ])Li}l"{l
at Kings (;cwgu.- V Fields, which is
owned by the Fields Trust

aged by Wyehavon Leisure and fund-
edl by Wychavon District Couneil, so
there are lots of hurdles to get over
before we can put a spade in the
ground.”

The club have made their desire
to produce a hub for the com-
munity’s sports teams - from the
men's, women's, veterans and
football teams at Droitwi
the town's ho

i, Lo

ot
start, with this transparency offer-
ing real hope of excellent sporis

ilities Mnally being delivered to

I
are working to make it happ
sec what the spring brings,
added.
“We don't deserve anything unless
we can put s Ives

or physical sense - there are a few
sports clubs that use the facilitics
down in Droftwich, obviously we'll
be looking Lo increase the usability
of the site 1o involve more people
and groups as well as ourselves

From a football point of view,
the Saltmen have been at the right
end of the table for a number of
years now, with promotion to the
Premier Division seemingly a matter
of when, and not if.

Unsurprisingly then, those in the
Droitwich boardroom are bearing
the long-term standing of the ¢l
on the field into considerati
the fortheoming development.

“You're always sceond guessing
and taking a gamble with the level of
the facilities,” Oliver continued.

7If you get one promotion, the
required facilities have to be better
again and the same for a second
promotion.

“In five years™ time, we could be
two, three leagues above - we could
be two leagues below where we are

right future on the horizon for Spa

now, so you have to b

Ty,
'Ils one of those things where

be progressive and t
trying to do - espec nll_\' with the
football side of things.

“We're in no rush, we've got a
great relationship with our current
landlords over at Stourport where
the first team play and that
ficient for our league req
at e 1T

“We have waited for a long time
Tor the redevelopment of the site so
we want to get it right and not rush
it through.”

Whilst it is of great frustration for
the foothalling world, particularly in
non-League, for play to be ground.
ed below National League Nonh/
South, the Spa director is firmly of
the belief the good times will soon
retur

“The lads are in contact with cach
other on a weekly basis via Zoom,
they can’t train as a group at the
moment but are all individually
working.” said Oliver.

“It"s frustrating, it'll be difficult to
keep teams together - be it Droitwich
or other clubs - when things get
started again,

“Football has to come secondary
1o what we're e i the
moment, we + things
as they come when things pick up
again.

“The West Midlands (Ito;,:t:nal)
League tend to follow the Mi
Football League, who have
there are no fixtures until the end
of February.

“From a club and a players point
of view, itd be helpful if a decisic
was made one way or another so we
know where we stand.

“It would be nice to get that clari-
fication from the leagues and FA,
but we'll have to sit around and wait
for any decisi o




Opening pair
give Boars an
ideal platform

iy Ben Tyler
ben tyled

CRICKET: A CENTURY
stand  between  openers
Connor ‘-»n\llh and Jayden
Levitt helped e on

before the fall of the first wicket
at the start of the 14th over.
The departure of Levitt
preceded the fall of
ank Alex Mil
ing over, w
(5) also ha

e crease,

mbeelin
g @ short sting at

their way toa 112

their way 1o 145-6
after both Deon Patel (13) and

at Pelsall in their
& District Premier Division
Two curtain-raiser last week-
end.

A combinal of o J
seoring from the visitors - albejt
with a blip approaching the mid-
way point of the 15 = il
efficient bowling at Walsall Road
gave the Boars the perfect return
to competitive cricket.

Bromsgrove started convine-
ingly after being put into bat
by the hosts, storming to 10

Impressive Villa look to build on perfect start in cup

Jake Marsden played a key
robe between the sticks l‘nr

FOOTBALL: MANAGER Keith
has  challenged his
1d Villa side to build on
Post-
Covid Lockdown Charity  Cup,
after edging Coventry Alvis 1-0

per

their winning start to tf

N h-.l nwkm

Alex Wilk (1} failed to rein-
vigorate llll.‘ir side, the intro-
duction of tail-enders Freddie
Fallows (49) and captain Mark
son (35 not oul) was just
the Boars neede
ws put on a score of
67 with pporting act Ashley
Newfield (28) 10 take Bromsgrove
over the 200-run mark, before
Evenson picked up the pieces
after the pair were removed as
the innings ¢closed on 290-9.
Pelsall quickly lost Jake Lee

Lane, securing a first win in

ree-point haul in
opening match was a
mere bonus — with the perform-

{0} and Navdeep Poonta (0} in
an early stumble.
While  momenty
slowly, Fallows
Newfield (2-35
host

did  build

(2-18) and
) ensured that the
the backfoot.
e to the fore
to skittle out three Pelsall play-
ors 1'or "a runs conceded, 1o holp

=i

i
\\"ol\':.‘rh,

visitors in Bromsgrove's first

home leaguwe fixture of the 2021

season at St Godwalds Park,

BARNT Green were in emp
foa securing landslide v

nd Knowle
ion One and
amson Trophy

ries over Mosel
& Dorridge in D
the Graham Wil
respectively,

Jacques  Banton
smashed 110 from just 132 balls
at Moseley’s Strectsbrook Road

-<|<-n bt more pleasing was the

and application of the

y worked their socks

aid Draper.

ut we have to

keep our intensi

up to ke
Swans midficlder .

vided the first exampl

Jayden Levitt helped Emms
James Hickin Photogra
the weekend. Picture b

et off to a strong start in their league o
acques Banton starred with bat and ball

overs o storm to the nine-wicket

hll'aL'\ [m‘ Just 87 muns i the

w
and Banton (74 no) chalking up
vip of 99 after Edward
Hanton was just as impre:

three wickets from seven

and Harry Bates (2-19) carned
notable mentions (o see off the

Itthen l:mk Ih»‘\'i:;d'lnr:;jm;l 17

|II_I'|::I[ when he eracked the post being dented on the goal-line

ho-mnfg 1||-. marker to the
Alvi

when Jenvey launched
-I[ Sam Hawker's centre

Lry
nd work rate control of |Jn&w:llrw.

struck the Alvis post, before

Dan Ludlow, centre, is swamped by Alcester players. Picture by Paul Smith.

Fairfield homecoming
wrecked by Romans

FOOTBALL: A FIRST outing at the Wi
Recreation Ground in six months
Brought no good fortune for hosts
krfield Villa, after being outclassed by
Meester Town in workend's Post-
Covtd Lockdown Charity Cup meeting. Dempester picked out the back of the
Eeith Draper's men were beaten 4-0 net following a set-piece to double
r fellow Midland League Division  Aleester's adva e,
15 in the second match of the Following the restart, Deaper wa
-s0n competition, as two goals |
from Reece Jacobs, and one apieee
from Toby Scott and ex-Swans favourite
Ross Dempster setile
It was a se

v both sides Impressing, it was

While Fairfield continued 1o compete,

wn made the points safe when Jacobs

e Scott struck late on.

Siing third in the group Iu-hun]
il Knowle — the only -

with 100 per cent records = Vill

now head to St lfl)lld Roud for the

Alvis in their ope
\!vo--u-r l‘m:tmg

(‘n.u[ M-Jx r Charle lg
debut as one of three Fairfl redi
while Luke Dugrmore and Dan Ludlow ting Hampton's Field Lane
both retumed 1o the starting X1 home on Monda TV,

Ton-derful show
from Levitt fires

Boars t

by Ben Tyler
b tyk

animedia.com

CRICKET: A DEVASTATI hat=
ting display from opener Jayden
Levitt proved the difference as
Bro e it two wins from
two b ing Wolverhampton
turday.

unbeaten

152

Batting first after skipper Mark
Evenson won the toss, the hosts made
a steady start in the opening
losing Connor h
delivery from 2 rivik]
nm what followed veius simvply
taking. as star-man Levitt and number
three Ashley Newfield (63) smashed a
parinership of 194 1o put Bromsgrove
i contral

A couple of wi

s il in quick suc-
s departure at
nbertin (13
seful supprort in
mididle order as the Boars finished

on 207
The visitors struggbed
reply, with Gareth Williams (2

picking up a couple of carly w

[y

rected l]n ir |
(30} also play
dde above the 200-run o

¥
i lifting e
rk.

Jayden L.evl acknowledges Fs
en route 1o an unbeaten
ture by James Hickin

tely though, efficient bowling

A home game against Dorridge, who
wion thedr first game of the
tme out agatnst Pelsall, now

IN DIVISION Ome, Barmt Green
fell to o first defeat of the sea-
w;.vioe-ilm by three wickets

The Green never really got going.

o top spot

final tally of 2209, Ombersey ew out
of the traps with an opening partner-
ship of 72 bitween Jack Haynes (57)
aunel Joshi ) which set the tone
for the e

best to halt
wlrew (18
ards victory

3 news, however,
in the form of Berkswell's concession
in the guarter-finals of the Graham

liamson Trophy, meaning the Green
will host West Bromwich Dammouth in
Sumdays last-four clash - a day after
the two sides go head-to-heaed in the
leagiue,

MARTYN  Davies”  Tve-wicket

a second maxhmum-points victory in
as many games, sending Sps
Waorcestershire County [
The hosts sealed o comprehens
1 189-run win over visitors Hagley a1 St
Peter's Playing Fieltls,
Afher deciding [:- bt
up A scone
Bancroft
in the middle orde
What the visitors' Jonathan Miles
(4-65) could do, Davies (5-32) could do
even bette ing out the majority
pid-to-late order batsmen
ain Max Young (3-28) had

racked

shone
Droitwich now hope o continue
their 100 per u»n: -l:m at Chaddesley




FOOTBALL: MATT
Clarke has started to
assemble his  Redditeh
United squad for the
new season by recru
Barbados  international
Curtis  Jemmitt-Hutson
and Lewis

Hutson,  who
© at Cardiff

[& b

Welsh Premier s
Town United and
part of the Barbados

soquad
for the Concacafl Gold Cup
qualifiers,

The Z-year-old
expecied o be available for I s first
run-out with the

Reds

i riendly
Manager ( larl.r.' has also

Sajid’s efforts in vain as Kingfishers falter

CRICKET: ADEEL Sajid
found little support in

||:ly League Divi un One
fixture at Stourport-on-Severn.
i, batting at three, top-
scored with 41 as Redditch,
put into bat, finished their 50
overs on 162-9.

Oliver Mason (18), Yassar

pacey winger is

s visit the Trieo

apped up

Coventry L

Reds boss,

able to us in the past but the
Imr_( around here at the mon
a credit to the whole ('Iuh that a
daver like Chay wants to be with us,
Chay will compliment our style and is
someone who has real pedigree at this

urday

level.”

Alaf (15}, Dan Protherough
{12}, Marlon Lokenath (11)
and Haris Ali Moharmmed (17}
all got starts but couldn't stick
around as Greg Massingham
213 and Lee Waldron

3-40) worked their way
through the innings,

but Edward Baylis proved an
immovable object, finishing

winger Tilt from Stourbridge
plus full-back Hudson from
nited.

A former West Bromwich
Albion trainee,

Tilt has also played for QPR,
Macclesfield and Tamworth
and will add further attack-
ing options. Clarke says it's
a statement of intent to have

secured Chay for the
coming  season,”

23-year-old
Energetic

Hudson
k Town,
said the

tastic

with 62 not out. Ryan Derrick
supported him with a vital 33
to nudge the hosts towards
their target and they got home
in the 44th over.

There were two wickets
for Mohammed (2-11),

(2-3

and Mohammad Zahid (2-4:3)
Redditeh, who lie sev.

enth in the table, ent

full-back Hudson
already shown Reds fans what he
do, having featured in f-se
son Red Recruitment Cup when he slot-
ted in after loan player Branden Horton
returned to Doncaster Rovers.
also had spells
Racing Club  Warwick
Coventry Sphinx.
Clarke added:
ing young player who will add great
quality 1o our side.
“Lewis is extre
E is also a full-time L

ery lucky to ha
k in Branden and
returning to Doncaster he
EFL debut weeks later. 1 firmly believe

has

he end

Rugby
and

“Lewis is a very excit-

cly fit aned know

made his

Brockhampton on Saturday,
'O0D Bank were

skittled for 104 as they

went down by seven
wickets in their away
fixture at Pershore.
g been put into bat,
ro

after Sam Thomas had Im 21
but it survival mission

Stourbridge Al £
front-runner had agreed to join from
Hednesford Town but has now had a

Lewis has the ability to progress up the

leagues too. He

platform here 1o build his reputation.”
The Reds started their pre-scason

have a fantastic

against Lye Town last night
¥). Tickets for the Reds’ home
5 adults and &3 children.

are
STRIKER Anthony Dwyer has
made a U-turn over his move to
Alvechurch.

The  former

and  Stafford

and decided o play
Nottingham home,
e, the Church are in friendly

action on Saturday when they make the
trip to Bewdley Town

by then with the score 48-5,
Mike Green was the

destroyer in chief with 7-32.
Pe:

(45

Kinder (34no) put on 64 in an

unbeaten fourth wicket stand

10 steer them to victory,
Bank sit sixth and are

at home to Bromyard on

Saturday.

'Rodd seals Pgy-
Euros spot y

SWIMMING: REDDITCH
Swimming Club’s Amelia Rodd
marked her return to racing for the
first time in nearly two years by
qualifying for the European Junior
Open Water Championships.

Rodd joined the best young
marathon swimmers from across
the country for the qualifier held
at Llandegfedd Reservoir near
Pontypool over 7.5 kilometres.

In harsh conditions and emlm-
ming without a

FOOTBALL: A RALLYING
been Issued by Redditeh U
midficlder Kieran Day, in the w:
of last weekend's fist qualifyin
mun{l v{n te Stamford AFC in the

1h\ Iiw!- dismal record I the
rowmds of the competition
in peeenl years continued, s Cosmes
Matwasa and Fd Cook -usrwl in l ither
Badl o grive the Dandels a
Saturday and semd the IE«L\ \r:»lmm
N out b U first hordle.

With ne midweek fixture againe
Menhyr Town due to the -
mwarthy United, L

Staclium on Saturday, with Day intent on
bouncing back.

“We necd everyone W U Op o
aul show the fans what we're made of,
Wi peed ep up and get some results
because it's not been good enoug
everyone can s U

al
Amelia Rodd 1 thought we dominated the ball,

of swimmers had to withdraw due
to the cold temperatures but Rodd
was part of a group of six to break

away ; .u]'r.n_r [hl. l‘;m 1. 5k|

lap.

aware
race, she lnok Conl.rol at Thkm with
an injection of speed that left her
remaining three rivals behind and
crossed the line first in one hour 35 |
minutes.

This was Rodd's first open
water race since last represent-
ing GB at the Junior European
Championships in Prague in 2019
when she finished 18th. ning in
Pontypool means she will represent
GB in Paris in the 2021 champion-
ships in Paris over 10km,

“It is great to be racing and com-
peting again in open water events,”
sald Rodd, who also swims for
Ellesmere Titans. “I have another
four weeks of hard training now
before flying off to Paris, which I
am really excited abou

Siwall, dmutr Adeel
superty contury,

«ml;m Robertson (97) and Fergus
Cameron (65) then led Colwall to
188-5 in reply.

Reds captain Tom Aankin, right,
battles tor the ball at Stamfar
Picture by Richard Curtis.

- Redibitely took 13 poines, leav-
ninth place in

be a lot, lot better

Iu-\n bappe s

e dominated withous ere-
h golng forward, There's
somethligs mlssing which § ean'
finger on at the moment

“In the second half
v vl played well by |I

In ru l'\.\l /0

m nuJ« a r.upt. L
desappointing.
B

e play more of that s

It took 13 minutes for bosts Stamford
o it the froot at the Zeeco Sta 8
when Matwosn fizzed o shot past b
Bess poalkeeper Kieran Boucher.

Tiago Nassunculo made himsell a
constant threat for Redditch and made
an opeaing for himseld before being
elenlesd by Dan Wallls,

With the Northern Premicr League
Division One Midlands hosts

Alvechurch's Nick Kinina, right, keeps tabs on Tamworth's Jack
Concannon in last weekend's FA Cup tie. Picture by Luke Davies.

JAMIE  Ashmore  and  Josh
cwele nested the goals to seal
Abvechureh's progression in e
ihern League Cup against

Barwell on Motsday night.
. Th\ clur- nl-ttul-mlu first half to make

to threaten, it was no surpeise when
Cook dispatehedd a far-post header from
8 rght-lank delbvery for 20 on 73
minutes,

tar dhragt the away sicde over te 200-mimn
clly fall -7,

L
missed by Roberson (45
Reditel’s bowler: struggied in

and

EITIOON CRITe \AI!lk Oliver
) s the pade hit 99 runs
fall of the third .
Struggling to find useful support
theseafier, Entaco’s tallsman laboured

reply, K uneeron sharing
f 167 but the

udhey
registering un;-mmu ||||m|>¢:- \‘mm

1 evening for

thed
FA Cup two days earlier,

Sajld ton not enough as Entaco left frustrated

combined total of 27 overs bowled,

ASTWOOD Bank duo Daniel
Brookes and Dan Thomas pro.
1 masterclis tn
ket ome win
cerm and 3 top-

After the visitors were dissnissed for
1 i st over, mach in part
1o the aforementionesd duo, unbeaten

Tyrell Waite, Don Creaney and Orrin
Penalley seored for the Lambs, render-
ing Luke Yates' reply meaningless ot
the Lamb Ground, A missed pemalty by
Anthony Dwyer at 1-0 down and funiher
spurned chaees proved costly for the
Charch.

A trip o Royston Town follows on
Saturday as league action resumes,
Before o fourth away day in succession

at Coatville Town on Tuesday night.

by Colwall

Bank batsmen Andy Willkams (35 pot
out) and Connor

tnking] the repalntag wickets for the
Sambourne L hosts.

The fifth-placed Bark finksl th
son 1 Brockhampton, who sit si
Saturday.




BARWELL 2

NEEDHAM MRKT O

By Ben Tyler
SECOND-HALF  strikes

from Beck-Ray Enoru and
Layton Ndukwu ensured
Barwell finished a stellar
campaign on a high.

Both sides enjoyed early
chances, the Marketmen
being the first to register
an attempt when Jacob
Lay’s third-minute stab
forced an excellent block,
before Marcus Garnham
stayed alert to collect Kyle
Rowley’s free-kick.

[t took until the half-hour
mark for another chance
of note, this time falling to
the Canaries when skipper
Brady Hickey sent a dart-
ing header towards the top
corner that required tip-
ping away.

Needham will feel they
should have taken the lead

NDUKWU'S
STRIKE PUTS
CANARIES

IN CONTROL

had Luke Ingram sent
his shot either side of the
Keeper from Jake Dye’s
drilled centre.

Seth Chambers and Dye
both went close with ef-
forts before the break.

Ingram displayed more
profligacy after the inter-
val, somehow sending over
the mark from a matter of
vards after a corner-Kick
routine had initially bro-
ken down. The Canaries

would promptly make that
miss prove costly when
Enoru buried on the hour
mark after latching onto a
set-piece delivery from the
right of the penalty area.

The points were made
safe in the 68th minute fol-
lowing Ndukwu's sumptu-
ous curling effort into the
top corner.

STAR MAN: Marcus Garnham

(Needham Market)
ENTERTAINMENT: * % %

NORTH WEST COUNTIES |

A RUTHLESS display of finishing

from Avro cemented their promotion
play-off place after a 4-0 thumping of
Barnoldswick Town.

Louis Potts headed the hosts into a
20th-minute lead, one which was doubled
through Michael Afuye's bamstorming
effort on 32 minutes. After the interval,
regular service resumed thanks to Jamie
Rother’s maiden strike for the club, mo-
ments before Liam Ellis confirmed Awro’s
runners-up position before the hour mark.

A shock defeat for closest challengers
Wythenshawe Town helped Avro’s cause
further, going down 3-1 at FC Isle of Man
to condemn the visitors to third place.

Ben Holmes' first-minute opener
and Simon Thelwell's 80th-minute goal
clinched a 30th victory this term for
champions Vauxhall Motors in their 2-0
triumph at West Didsbury & Chorlton,
while Bury AFC's Connor Comber struck
a hat-trick to put Winsford United to the
sword in a 5-1 romp.

Charnock Richard showed a valiant
fight, but were ultimately downed 3-2 by

| Prestwich Heys after Dylan Fitzgerald's

75th-minute winner.

There was another goal show taking
place at Congleton Town - where Tom
Pope’s 94th-minute leveller claimed a point
ina 4-4 thriller versus Longridge Town.

Kendal Town edged past Ashton
Athletic 2-1, and a sole Kuda Chingwaro
goal won the day for Northwich Victoria
at relegated Burscough.

Litherland REMYCA'’s Elliot Taylor
netted to edge Lower Breck 1-0, with
Padiham making easier work of their 3-1
success over Squires Gate.

BEN TYLER




B Richard Gregory, right, celebrates his winner for Halesowen

Sweeney treble
tops in rousing
Rouslers’ finale

NON-LEAGUE
ROUND-UP

A TOPSY-TURVY encounter at
The New Eyrie saw Bromsgrove
Sporting complete a sensation-
al last-gasp comeback, courte-
sy of Dan Sweeney’s hat-trick at
Bedford Town.

In a result that was sympto-

monds, making it
unbeaten for the Pics.

Bernard Mensah's early sec-
ond-half strike was not enough
to haul Redditch United back
into contention in their 2-1
defeat at Leiston, while there
were also defeats for Stour-
bridge and Hednesford Town,
going down 1-0 to Barwell, and
2-0to St Ives Town respectively.

In the Northern Premier

seven

matic of the Rouslers’ recent
revival, it is now five unbeaten
in Southern Premier League
Central for Mike McGrath's
men, although proceedings did
not always look to be heading
that way.

With player-manager
McGrath’s opener cancelled
out by Diadier Camara on 19
minutes, Sweeney scored the
first of his treble to send Sport-
ing into the interval in front.

But when Bedford’s Connor
Tomlinson and Jack Keeble
turned the tide late on, it would
clearly take something special
to rescue the game for Broms-
grove - step forward Sweeney
to net twice in the final four
minutes in a stunning finale.

It was all square at Liberty
Nay as table-toppers Tam-
worth kept atop their perch in a
1-1 draw with Nuneaton Bor-
ough.

Alex Jones rifled home
before the break to give the
Lambs a priceless lead, though
Kane Richards rescued a point
18 minutes from time.

Alex Fletcher, Sam Mantom
and Kieran Cook were all on
target in Rushall Olympic’s 3-1
defeat of Rushden & Dia-

League, Alex Kiwomya's com-
posed 36th-minute finish was
enough to decide Stafford
Rangers’ Premier Division
clash against FC United of
Manchester.

A Josh McKenzie-inspired
Sporting Khalsa hit five past
Dereham Town to continue
their promotion push in the
Midlands Division, while there
was no separating Boldmere St
Michaels and Coleshill Town in
an entertaining 2-2 draw - Kai
Tongue netting twice for the
visitors.

Richard Gregory’s deflected
free-kick edged Halesowen
Town past Chasetown by a 1-0
scoreline, and Bedworth Unit-
ed were involved in a goalless
draw at Cambridge City.

Sutton  Coldfield Town
encountered misery on their
travels, conceding twice in the
opening 13 minutes en route to
a 3-0 loss at Shepshed Dyna-
mo.

writeangle
M A

E D I

A MATTHEW BRYAN-inspired
hawe Town found success
on the road at fellow high-fliers AFC Liv-
erpool, providing their opponents with a
third defeat of the term in a 3-1 triumph.

The highly-anticipated clash did not
disappoint, unbeaten Town deservedly
taking the lead when Bryan timed his run
to meet Sam Sheridan’s deadly delivery.
And just seconds into the restar, it was
two, Bryan again on hand to head home.

Benito Lowe's bullet header effectively
wrapped up affairs on 63 minutes, render-
ing Luke Stephens injury-time response
meaningless.

Vauxhall Motors had to settle fora
point away after seeing Lewis Buckley's
47th-minute drive cancelled out by Bar-
nokiswick Town's Alexander Grice.

Avro made light work of West Dids-
bury & Choriton in a 3-0 success and
Winsford United were 3-2 victors over
Squires Gate in the weekend's thriller.

Ashley Wood finished off a well-worked
move on 16 minutes, to add to Nathan
Cotterell's opener with the game merely
seconds old. While James Boyd halved
the deficit for the hosts, Jack Hart's
53rd-minute drive settied matters, despite
Nathan Cliffe's 70th-minute reply.

Comeback kings Congleton Town
stunned Litherland REMYCA 2-1 to
go eighth, as Richard Duffy and Oliver
Griffiths’ late goals cancelled out Nathan
Comess’ first-half opener for the visitors.

Thomas Killfin claimed an injury-time
point for Kendal Town in a 1-1 stalemate
at Charmmock Richard, while Morgan
Homson-Smith's 26th-minute chip was
enough for Longridge Town to see off
Ashton Athletic.

BEN TYLER




Reds indebted 1o
a pair of crackers

TWO sensational strikes were to
be required at The Trico Stadium
to avert the course of proceedings,
as Max Sheaf and Reece Flanagan
rescued the Reds in a breathtaking
last-gasp comeback.

Trailing to Oliver Greaves’ dink
over United keeper Kieran Boucher
in the 27th minute, it looked as if
it could be one of those days for
the hosts until the stunning late
intervention.

With Redditch hampered by the
early departure of Bernard Mensah
through injury, the opening goal
from the visitors came as a further
blow just after the midway point of
the half.

Finding himself through on goal
and with Boucher advancing,
Greaves had the presence of mind
to nudge the ball gently over the
goalkeeper and into the net.

With that lead remaining going

REDDITCH UNITED 2
MICKLEOVER 1
By Ben Tyler

into the interval, Matt Clarke’s men
appeared to shift into another gear
and mounted constant pressure
onto their opponents, going closest
through Ryan Boothe’s saved one-
on-one attempt.

It was clear it was going to take
something special to beat Sports’
Jonathan Hedge and it was Sheaf
who rose to that challenge, planting
the ball in the far corner of the net.

If that strike was the precedent,
then Flanagan duly set a new stan-
dard with his barnstorming half-vol-
ley that left Hedge beaten all ends
up for the winning goal.

STAR MAN: Max Sheaf (Redditch United)
ENTERTAINMENT: % % %

Stunned Harriers
left at Darlo’s
Beck and call

JACK Bearne’s late intervention was
unable to inspire a Kidderminster
Harriers fightback, as Russell Penn’s
men were left empty-handed in a 2-1
reverse against high-flying Darling-
ton.

Play-off chasing Harriers lost
ground in their fight for the top seven
in the National League North against
a Mark Beck-inspired Quakers side at
Aggborough, with the visiting
forward twice putting the hosts to the
sword either side of the break.

Kidderminster started the stronger
of the two sides, three times going
close through Kane Hemmings in the
opening exchanges, but almost fell
behind when Darlington’s Jack
Lambert cracked the woodwork.

It was an opening which seemed to
inspire Darlo, so it should have come
as little surprise when Beck bent an
effortinto the far corner to give his
side a timely lead four minutes
before the break.

Beck worked his magic again on 67
minutes, providing the finishing
touch to Kaine Felix’s bursting run
and cross.

Hemmings conjured a moment of
inspiration to drag the hosts back
into it, putting the ball on a plate for
Beame to slide home and halve the
deficit - one which would remain at
the final whistle.

REDDITCH saw a first-

half lead wiped out at
the death by a resurgent
Kings Langley in a thrilling
draw at The Trico Stadium.

The Reds raced into a
sixth-minute lead through
debutant Joel Ambalu who
latched onto a precise
through ball from Ashley
Sammons and, with his
second touch, deftly
placed his effort past
keeper Martin Bennett.

A minute later that lead
was almost doubled, Adam
Page seeing his effort
cleared off the line.

Jorell Johnson had the
best chance for the away
side, rising highest to meet
a free-kick but diverting
his header narrowly wide.

The Reds were
comfortable in possession
and deservedly extended
their advantage before the
break, Sammons seeing
his initial effort saved,
before meeting the

REDDITCHU 2
NINGS LANGLEY 2
By Ben Tyler

rebound to fire low into the
corner.

Gareth Pride’s
introduction livened up the
travelling side who saw
the woodwork tested from
Matthew Ball's swerving
free-kick.

With 25 minutes
remaining, Kings Langley
salvaged some hope when
Mitchell Weiss was given
the space to lash superbly
into the top-left corner.

Prolonged Kings Langley
pressure looked to have
come to no avail, but deep
into stoppage time captain
Gary Connolly prodded
home in a goalmouth
scramble to punish
Redditch and ensure his
side left with a point.

STAR MAN: Ashiey Sornmons (Reddich)
ENTERTAINMENT: ## =+

B Leamington fared better in their
home encounter with Scarborough
Athletic, claiminga 1-1 draw at the
Your Co-op Community Stadium.
Boro, fresh from their 4-2 win over
Kidderminster in midweek, edged
the first-half chances and deservedly
opened the scoring through Michael
Coulson’s thunderbolt on 36

minutes.

Behind at the break, Paul Holle-
ran’s men did not need long to haul
themselves back onto level terms
though, netting within five minutes
of the restart when Adam Walker
finished following Rackeem Reid’s

mesmerising run.

That goal gave the Brakes the
incentive to chase the lead, and while
going close through Jack Edwards’
header and a Devon Kelly-Evans
curler, they had tobe content with a

point.



Ton-derful pair
power K&D in
top-three chase

CRICKET: CENTURIES
from Alex Phillips and Hamza
Shaikh helped Knowle &
Dorridge claim a winning
draw against Leamington
to continue their top-three
chase last weekend.

The duo combined for a stun-
ning 16l-run  second-wicket
partnership as the Station Road
hosts finished the Birmingham
& District  League Premier
Division One clash on 287-2.

And while visitors Spa were
able to see out their innings at
230-7, K&D took the greater
share of the spoils, leading skip-
per Jack Grundy to sing the
praises of his hot-shot batsmen.

“It was quite challenging at
the top of the innings and Alex
and Amir [Khan] did really well

by Ben Tyler
ben tyler@bullivantmedia.com

o see off the new ball,” he
said. “Alex then really accel-
erated superbly in the middle
of the innings and for him to
keep going and finish with 139
“il."i’“'c" Hamza to play how he
did.

“For Hamza to then score
a hundred off 80 balls was
extremely impressive,

“He must have scored 40 off
the last four overs by stepping
across and flicking the ball or
pulling over the leg side.”

After Khan (32) and Phillips
(139) opened with a stand of
93 runs, it was the latter's com-
bination with number three
Shaikh (100no) that really set

the game alight for Knowle &
Dorridge. In all, the pair pro-
vided 23 boundary hits, with
seven sixes ramping up their
score as Leamington were put
to the sword.

With Phillips eventually seen
off at 254-2 by Oliver Currill
(1-102}, the run rate did not slow
for the 15 balls that remained as
the hosts finished strongly.

In reply, Leamington open-
er Luke De Souza (H0), skip-
per Jonathan Wigley (58) and
Currill (50) provided the bulk of
the runs for their side, with two
of the three danger men taken
out by K&D's stand-out bowler
Adam Williams (3-35).

Sat in fourth, Knowle &
Dorridge can leapfrog third-
placed Smethwick with a win on
away soil on Saturday.

thinking full-back by trade, has
signed until January 3, 2022,
and will be looking to build on a
positive spell at National League
North side Bradford Park Avenue
last season.

manager Neil Ardley following

...y

The 19-year-old, a forward-

Attracting the attention of

More to come
for Donington
vows Delves

by Ben Tyler
ben.tyler@bullivantmedia.com

MOTORSPORT: SOLIHULL'S
Liam Delves says he will be look-
ing up, rather than down the Pirelli
Junior Superstock Championship
rankings, following the opening
two races of the new season.

The 21-year-old claimed finishes of
fifth and tenth at Oulton Park to get
off to a positive start to his debut
campaign in the Championship, ahead
of this weekend's round at Donington
Park.

Despite having found an improve-
ment in the rankings tough to come
by in the second race of the weekend,
Delves believes there is more to come
from him and team JR Performance
Racing next time out.

“That was not the result either
me or my team was looking for, but
we have claimed a good points haul
which place me seventh in the overall
Championship,” he said.

“We now head into the World

his performances at the Horsfall
Stadium, in addition to some
eye-catching performances lor
the Blades™ table-topping under-
23s side last term, the former
chester City academy prod-
uct says he cannot wait to get
going with Moors.

“I'm really excited to be here,
the lads have welcomed me and
I'm looking forward to playing
and doing my best for the club,”
said Boyes.

“I enjoyed playing men's foot-
ball [for the first time] last sea-

Harry Boyes
will provide an

room

Loan ace Harry out to shine

FOOTBALL: NEW Solihull
Moors man Harry Boyes is keen
to step it up to the next level,
following his loan move from
Championship side Sheffield
United. M

ttacking|threaty
onithelfl

son with Bradford Park Avenue,
so I want to kick on again here
and see where it can take me.

“I'm an attacking full-back, I
love to get forward, get crosses
in and I love a good shot as well

“1 want to win, I hate losing -
that's one thing 1 don’t want to
do = I'll do everything I can to
win for the lads.”

The deal includes no recall
option for his parent club
Sheffield United, whilst cup per-
missions are yet to be confirmed
between the two sides,

Liam Delves made an assured start to the season at Oulton Park. Picture by David Yeomans Photography.

Superbike Championship round, where
my class has three races, and 1 am
confident we can move forward in the
rider standings.”

Qualifying in eighth last weekend,
a troubled start in the first race led to
Delves crossing the line for the first
lap in tenth.

However, having overtaken Jack
Bednarek, the Solihull race ace contin-

ued to grow in confidence as he went
in search of the leading pack.

With misfortunes for the race leader
and a number of other competitors
crashing out early, Delves took full
advantage by moving through the
rankings and beating Luke Verway for
fifth position.

There was, however, a more labo-
rious feel to race two, as a lack of

progress from the third row meant
Delves had little in the way of over-
takes. He did, however, get ahead of
Sam Laffins to break into the top ten,
followed by the overtakes of Simon
Reid and Louis Valleley to move into
eighth.

But with the pair recovering to
regain the places, Delves had little time
to resporud before the chequered flag.

Grundy sees
the positives

CRICKET: SIZEABLE points tallies
will keep Knowle & Dorridge on the
right track in Birmingham & District
Premier Division One, says skipper
Jack Grundy after a winning draw
with Barnt Green sent his side fourth.

K&D now sit 121 points in the
table, four points above their fifth-
placed rivals, but they could have
been better off had the hosts found
enough in the tank to dismiss the
Green last weekend.

Defending a score of 199-8, led by
opener Alex Phillips’ 67, Knowle &
Dorridge’s bowlers then performed
superbly to reduce the visitors to

couple of wickets as Barnt Green fin-
ished on 78-8.

“You always want 24 points, but if
you keep picking up 15 or 16 points
from winning draws = especially
against teams as strong as Barmt
Green - then you'll be fine over the
course of a season,” said Grundy.

“When you have a team struggli
at not many for five, you back you
selves to bowl them out.

“But once they had the survival
mindset it was very difficult to shift
them.”

K& head to Shrewsbury, who sit
second from bottom, on Saturday.




Brogan gets the

A LITANY of missed chances for
Barwell failed to prove costly as
Max Brogan edged a hard-fought
encounter at Kirkby Road.

The Canaries’ first opportunity
came through James Rowland,
who forced Josh Hill to tip over the
crossbar midway through the first
half.

At the other end, Liam Castle
had to be alert to keep out Joe Neal
following a quickly-taken free-kick.

A breakthrough came just after
the half-hour when Brogan con-
verted from Elliot Percival’s delivery
from the left wing,

The opener allowed the hosts
more freedom going forward and so
it was no surprise when chances fell
to Brogan before the break, drawing
two further saves from Hill.

Sam Squire found himself with
a rare opportunity on 62 minutes
which Castle was equal to, while Hill

BARWELL 1
BIGGLESWARDE TOWN O
By Ben Tyler

was again on form to deny Rowland
with a superb stop.

Biggleswade’s Enoch Andoh
should have done better after
stealing possession following a
Barwell defensive mishap, with the
same also true of Edwards - who
could only send an effort straight at
the keeper from Tristan Dunkley’s
through ball.

Andoh somehow fluffed an equal-
iser after Neal stabbed the ball goal-
wards, a miss that would ultimately
haunt the visitors when it seemed
easier to score, the forward stepping
over the ball as it rolled wide.

STAR MAN: Max Brogan (Barwell)
ENTERTAINMENT: # * %

|  the Magic Marcus Is
anaries chirping Marketmen hero

A SUPERHUMAN showing from
goalkeeper Marcus Garnham
handed nine-man Needham Market
a share of the spoils at the Trico
Stadium.

In a drab first half, the first real
action came as a result of a straight
red card for the Marketmen’s
Callum Sturgess, who reacted in
the aftermath of a foul on the hosts
Kieron Dawes.

Then, with seconds remaining of
the opening half, Garnham pro-
duced heroics to deny a thumping
header from Ryan Boothe and tip
over magnificently.

There was still time for the vis-
itors to attempt to make a break-
through with Callum Page latching
onto a forward ball, rounding Kieran
Boucher only to see his strike
nudged wide by the Reds’ shot
stopper’s fingertips.

Seven minutes after the interval,

REDDITCH UNITED ©
NEEDHAM MARKET 0
By Ben Tyler

Needham’s keeper was at it again to
deny Boothe from close range from
Lewis Hudson’s left-flank cut-back.

The key momentt came when
Daniel Sweeney won and then
missed a penalty ten minutes into
the half, with Garnham guessing the
right way to turn the ball away.

With a second yellow card shown
to Harvey Sayer and the Reds piling
on the pressure, a speculative turn
and strike from distance from Den-
nis Digie looked destined for the top
comer, only for Garnham to touch
the ball onto the crossbar to earn
the visitors a point.

STAR MAN: Marcus Garnham (Needham Market)
ENTERTAINMENT: %%



BARWELL D
TAMWORTH 2
By Ben Tyler

A QUICKFIRE late double
from Eoin McKeown and
Alex Jones sealed another
all-important three points
for tabletoppers Tam-
worth at the expense of
Barwell.

The hosts were the only
team looking likely of
breaking the deadlock. In
the opening half, Jamie
Willets forced an early
header goalwards that
the goalkeeper was equal
to, whilst Dan Creaney
flashed an effort narrowly
wide of the mark after 12
minutes.

With Jamie Jellis’s at-
tempt proving the final
effort of a poor half, a
Creaney nod past the post
just after the hour mark
seemed to sum up a very

LATE LAMBS
GOALS BEAT
LACKLUSTRE
CANARIES

non-eventful game. But
with five minutes remain-
ing and just moments
after George Cater sent
narrowly wide in a bid to
make the breakthrough,
the aforementioned Lambs
man linked up with Cal-
lum Cockerill-Mollett to
tee up McKeown for a
diving header that crept
inside Andrew Wycher-
ley’s post. Then, just three
minutes later, Cater was on

hand to set up the insur-
ance goal that wrapped up
a 20th victory this term for
Tamworth.

In the 90th minute Cater
played the ball through
to Jones who dispatched
clinically low into the bot-
tom-left corner of Wycher-
ley’s goal, keeping the
home side five points clear
of Leiston.

STAR MAN: George Cater (Tamworth)
ENTERTAINMENT: % %

NORTH WEST COUNTIES
LOUIS POTTS' hat-trick show deliv-
ered an assured victory for leaders

Avro in a4-0 romp of Squires Gate.

Volleying the opener, the hosts' star
man doubled the lead shortly after the in-
terval before thrashing home a 68th-min-
ute header to wrap up a fine aftemoon.

Finding time to lay up an assist, Potts
then teed up Sullivan for a back-post
header ten minutes from time.

Vauxhall Motors kept up the pace
thanks to first-half goals from Conor
Harwood and Michael Burkey to down
Bamoldswick Town 2-0, moving further
clear of third-placed Wythenshawe Town
who went down to a Joel Melia-inspired
Padiham 1-0.

Burscough's second-half revival
proved in vain after being ousted 3-2 by
Litherland REMYCA - who had Nathan
Comess to thank for goals either side of
the break.

AFC Liverpool found themselves on
the end of a 2-0 defeat to Ashton Athletic
that sees Matt Potter's men stay fifth, after
Joseph Nicholson's stoppage-time goal
sealed all three points.

Northwich Victoria's Matthew Dudley
set the tone in his side's 2-0 defeat of
Winsford United, with Ryan Jackson
wrapping up affairs in the 82nd minute at
Wincham Park.

Jack Arrowsmith was at the double for
Longridge Town with a goal in either half
to see off Charnock Richard 2-1, despite
Nathan Nickeas netting a quickfire leveller
for the visitors.

And it took a late leveller from Max
O’'Connell to eam Lower Breck a 1-1
draw at Kendal Town, who'd went in front
through Joseph Dickson.

BEN TYLER



